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In a Volume of Sir Thomas Browne 

[ Tht Atlantic Montklyl 

Strange spoil from this weird garden Memory brings ; 
Here, hard by Flower de Luce, the night-blast sows 
Moonstruck Thessalian herbs ; overhead (who knows ?) 
Or from beneath, a sough of missioned wings ; 
The soil, enriched with mould of Coptic kings, 
Bears, intertwining, substances and shows, 
And in the mist about their mystic rose 
The Muses dance, while rapt Apollo sings. 
All-potent Phantasy, the spell is thine ; 
Thou lay'st thy careless finger on a word. 
And there forever shall thine efHuence shine. 
The witchery of thy rhythmic pulse be heard ; 
Yea, where thy foot hath left its pressdre fine. 
Though but in passing, haunts the Attic bird. 

James Russell Lowell. 
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Biographical Sketch of 

The Author. 




^OR a more detailed account of the 
life of Sir Thomas Browne, the 
reader is referred to his Biography 
by Dr. Johnson, and the Supple- 
mentary Memoir by Simon Wilkin, Esq., both 
included in the London edition of the Complete 
Works, in four volumes. Coleridge, Lamb, 
Hazlitt, Hallam, Bulwer, and other distinguished 
writers, have put on record their estimate of 
his genius, and Cowper was so imbued with 
the spirit and beauty of the thought in the 
Religio Medici and other writings of Browne, 
that numerous resemblant passages in the Task 
have been frequently pointed out. The present 
Editor will content himself with giving a few 
dates of the principal occurrences in the author's 
life, and adding to these some interesting pas- 
sages written by one who was for thirty years 
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viii BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Sir Thomas Browne's intimate friend. It is to 
be regretted that Mr. Whitefoot did not carry 
out his intention of writing an extended memoir 
of his well-beloved companion, for what he has 
left to us is conceived in so attractive a manner, 
we cannot but lament his original design was 
not fully completed. How much he valued Sir 
Thomas's friendship may be gathered from his 
remark, that he " ever esteemed it a special fa- 
vour of Divine Providence to have had a more 
particular acquaintance with this excellent per- 
son, for two thirds of his life, than any other 
man that is now (1682) left alive." 

Sir Thomas Browne was born in London on 
the 19th of October, 1605, and died on his 
birthday, at Norwich, in 1682. His father 
came of an ancient Upton family, in Cheshire, 
and enjoyed a good name as an honest mer- 
chant. A daughter of Sir Thomas has recorded 
of this worthy man an act very touching in its 
pious significance. She says, in a memorandum 
in her own hand, appended to a brief account of 
her distinguished parent, "his father used to open 
his breast when he was asleep, and kiss it in 
prayers over him, as 't is said of Origen's father, 
that the Holy Ghost would take possession 
there." This excellent person dying when his 
son Thomas was yet a lad, the boy was de- 
frauded by one of his guardians, but found his 
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OF THE AUTHOR. ix 

way to the school of Winchester for his educa- 
tion. In 1623 he went to Oxford, entering as a 
gentleman-commoner, and graduated from the 
newly named Pembroke College in 1626-7. 
Turning his attention to physic after taking his 
degree of Master of Arts, he practised in his 
profession some time in Oxfordshire. He after- 
wards travelled into France and Italy, visiting 
Montpellier and Padua, then celebrated schools 
of physic, and, returning home through Holland, 
was created Doctor of Medicine at Leyden. In 
1634 he is supposed to have returned to London, 
and to have written his "Religio Medici"* 
during the next year. This celebrated treatise 
was not printed till 1642, when, without his 
consent, the book was published. It at once 
attracted great attention, and was criticised in 
a volume by Sir Kenelm Digby, '' who," says 
Lord Clarendon, "was a person very eminent 
and notorious throughout the whole course of 
his life, from his cradle to the grave." The 
'' Religio Medici " was very soon translated into 
Latin, Italian, German, Dutch, and French. 

Dr. Browne settled in Norwich, Where his 
practice became very extensive, many patients 

* " This book paints certain parts of my moral and intellectual 
being (the best parts, no doubt) better than any other book I 
have ever met with j — and the style is throughout delicious.** — 
S. T. Coleridge. 
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coming from a distance to consult so eminent a 
physician, now made more famous by the pub- 
lication of so admirable a book. In 1641, he 
married Mrs. Mileham, a most excellent lady, 
whose graces both of mind and body well fitted 
her to become the partner of her distinguished 
husband. They lived together forty-one years, 
and with their ten children formed a household 
singularly happy in all its relations. In 1646 
Dr. Browne printed his '' Enquiries into Vulgar 
and Common Errors"; in 1658, his "Hydriota- 
phia, or Urn Burial," adding to the treatise his 
" Garden of Cyrus." His other writings were 
published after his death, many of them being 
left corrected for the press by his own hand. 
Charles the Second conferred on him the honor 
of knighthood in 167 1, while on a tour to Nor- 
wich ; and Evelyn, who went down at that time 
to join the royal party, having, as he says, '' a 
desire to see that famous scholar and physitian, 
Dr. T. Browne," paid him a visit. He makes 
eulogistic mention of Sir Thomas's home, and 
tells us that " his whole house and garden was a 
paradise and cabinet of rarities, and that of the 
best collections, especially medails, books, plants, 
and natural things." So the good physician's 
days passed onward, filled with high reputation, 
and devoted to constant usefulness in his pro- 
fession, till rn his seventy-sixth year he fell ill 
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OF THE AUTHOR. xi 

and died. Submission to the will of God and 
fearlessness of death were among the expressions 
last on his lips. His burial-place is in the 
Church of St. Peter, Mancroft, in Norwich, 
where a mural monument on the south pillar 
of the altar records his learning and his virtues. 

The Rev. John Whitefoot, who lived so 
many years the constant friend and neighbour 
of Sir Thomas, was requested to draw up some 
" minutes " after the death of his old compan- 
ion. He complied in these fitting and worthy- 
to-be-remembered words. 

" For a character of his person, his complex- 
ion and hair were answerable to his name ; his 
stature was moderate, and habit of body neither 
fat nor lean, but tHaapKot. 

^^ In his habit of clothing, he had an aversion 
to all finery, and affected plainness both in the 
&shion and ornaments. He ever wore a cloak, 
or boots, when few others did. He kept him- 
self always very warm, and thought it most safe 
so to do, though he never loaded himself with 
such a multitude of garments as Suetonius re- 
ports of Augustus, enough to clothe a good 
family. 

''The horizon of his understanding was much 

larger than the hemisphere of the world. All 

that was visible in the heavens he comprehended 
b 
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so well, that few that are under them knew so 
much. He could tell the number of the visible 
stars in his horizon, and call them all by their 
names that had any ; and of the earth he had 
such a minute and exact geographical knowl- 
edge, as if he had been by Divine Providence 
ordained surveyor-general of the whole terres- 
trial orb, and its products, minerals, plants, and 
animals. He was so curious a botanist, that, 
besides the specifical distinctions, he made nice 
and elaborate observations, equally useful as 
entertaining. 

'' His memory, though not so eminent as that 
of Seneca or Scaliger, was capacious and tena- 
cious, insomuch that he remembered all that was 
remarkable in any book that he had read, and 
not only knew all persons again that he had ever 
seen at any distance of time, but remembered 
the circumstances of their bodies, and their par- 
• ticular discourses and speeches. 

''In the Latin poets he remembered every- 
thing that was acute and pungent. He had read 
most of the historians, ancient and modern, 
wherein his observations were singular, nor 
taken notice of by common readers. He was 
excellent company when he was at leisure, and 
expressed more light than heat in the temper of 
his brain. 

*' He had no despotical power over his affec- 
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tions and passions, (that was a privilege of original 
perfection, forfeited by the neglect of the use of 
it,) but as large a political power over them as 
any Stoic or man of his time j whereof he gave 
so great experiment, that he hath very rarely 
been known to have been overcome with any 
of them. The strongest that were found in 
him, both of the irascible and concupiscible, 
were under the control of his reason. Of ad- 
miration, which is one of them, being the only 
product either of ignorance or uncommon knowl- 
edge, he had more and less than other men, upon 
the same account of his knowing more than oth- 
ers ; so that, though he met with many rarities, 
he admired them not so much as others do. 

'' He was never seen to be transported with 
mirth, or dejected with sadness; always cheer- 
ful, but rarely merry, at any sensible rate ; sel- 
dom heard to break a jest ; and when he did, 
he would be apt to blush at the levity of it. His 
gravity was natural, without afFectation. 

" His modesty was visible in a natural, habit- 
ual blush, which was increased upon the least 
occasion, and oft discovered without any observ- 
able cause. 

" They that knew no more of him than by 
the briskness of his writings, found themselves 
deceived in their expectation when they came 
in his company, noting the gravity and sobriety 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



xiv BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

of his aspect and conversation, — so free from 
loquacity or much talkativeness, that he was 
something difficult to be engaged in any dis- 
course, though when he was so, it was always 
singular, and never trite or vulgar. Parsimoni- 
ous in nothing but his time, whereof he made 
as much improvement with as little loss as any 
man in it ; when he had any to spare from his 
drudging practice, he was scarce patient of any 
diversion from his studies ; so impatient of sloth 
and idleness, that he would say he could not do 
nothing. 

'' Sir Thomas understood most of the Euro- 
pean languages; viz. all that are in Hutter's 
Bible, which he made use of. The Latin and 
Greek he understood critically. The Oriental 
languages, which never were vernacular in this 
part of the world, he thought the use of them 
would not answer the time and pains of learning 
them ; yet had so great a veneration for the 
matrix of them, viz. the Hebrew, consecrated 
to the oracles of God, that he was not content 
to be totally ignorant of it, though very little 
of his science is to be found in any books of 
that primitive language. And though much is 
said to be written in the derivative idioms of that 
tongue, especially the Arabic, yet he was satis- 
fied with the translations, wherein he found 
nothing admirable. 
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" In his religion, he continued in the same 
mind which he had declared in his first book, 
written when he was but thirty years old, his 
' Religio Medici,' wherein he fully assented to 
that of the Church of England, preferring it 
before any in the world, as did the learned Gro- 
tius. He attended the public service very con- 
stantly when he was not withheld by his practice, 
never missed the sacrament in his parish if he 
were in town, read the best English sermons he 
could hear of with liberal applause, and delighted 
not in controversies. In his last sickness, where- 
in he continued about a week's time, enduring 
great pain of the colic, besides a continual fever, 
with as much patience as hath been seen in any 
man, without any pretence of stoical apathy, 
animosity, or vanity of not being concerned 
thereat, or suffering no impeachment of happi- 
ness, — ' Nihil agis, dolor.' 

'' His patience was founded upon the Chris- 
tian philosophy and a sound faith of God's 
providence, and a meek and holy submission 
thereunto, which he expressed in few words. 
I visited him near his end, when he had not 
strength to hear or speak much \ the last words 
which I heard from him were, besides some ex- 
pressions of dearness, that he did freely submit 
to the will of God, being without fear. He had 
often triumphed over the king of terrors in 
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others, and given many repulses in the defence 
of patients ; but when his own turn came, he 
submitted with a meek, rational, and religious 
courage. 

" He might have made good the old saying of 
' Dat Galenus opes,' had he lived in a place that 
could have afforded it. But his indulgence and 
liberality to his children, especially in their trav- 
els, two of his sons in divers countries, and 
two of his daughters in France, spent him more 
than a little. He was liberal in his house-enter- 
tainments and in his charity. He left a comfort- 
able but no great estate, both to his lady and 
children, gained by his own industry. 

'' Such was his sagacity and knowledge of all 
history, ancient and modern, and his observations 
thereupon so singular, that it hath been said by 
them that knew him best, that if his profession 
and place of abode would have suited his ability, 
he would have made an extraordinary man for 
the Privy Council, not much inferior to the fa- 
mous Padre Paolo, the late oracle of the Vene- 
tian state. 

" Though he were no prophet, nor son of a 
prophet, yet in that faculty which comes nearest 
it he excelled, i. e. the stochastic, wherein he 
was seldom mistaken as to future events, as well 
public as private, but not apt to discover any 
presages or superstition." 
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Dr. Johnson ai&rms that "it is not on the 
praises of others, but on his own writings, that 
Sir Thomas Browne is to depend for the es- 
teem of posterity ; of which he will not easily 
be deprived while learning shall have any rever- 
ence among men; for there is no science in 
which he does not discover some skill, and scarce 
any kind of knowledge, profane or sacred, ab- 
struse or elegant, which he does not appear to 
have cultivated with success " : and he also 
declares that "there is scarcely a writer to be 
found, whose profession was not divinity, that 
has so frequently testified his belief of the sacred 
writings, has appealed to them with such unlim- 
ited submission, or mentioned them with such 
unvaried reverence." 

In arranging this edition, the notes and read- 
ings adopted by several other editors of Sir 
Thomas Browne's writings have been largely 
consulted. Especial use has been made of the 
labors of Henry Gardiner, M. A. of Exeter 
College, Oxford, and of the late Rev. Alexan- 
der Young, D. D., of Boston. It is hoped that 
the endeavor to supply a more perfect text than 
has hitherto appeared has been a successful 
effort on the part of the Editor and of those 
friends who have kindly aided him with their 
corrections and annotations. 
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The portrait which accompanies this vol- 
ume is newly engraved from the head in the 
folio of 1686, the original painting of which is 
at Oxford. 

J. T. F. 

Boston, December, 1861. 




\ 
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To THE Reader. 




^ERTAESTLY that man were greedy 
of life, who should desire to live 
j[ when all the world were at an end ; 
and he must needs be very impa- 
tient^ who would repine at death in the society 
of all things that suffer under it. Had not 
almost every man siiftered by the press, or were 
not the tjraimy thei'eof become universal, I had 
not wanted reason for complaint : but in times 
wherein I have lived to behold the highest per- 
version of that excellent invention, the name of 
liis Majesty defamotl, the honour of Parliament 
depraved, the writings of both depravedly, an- 
ticipatively, counterfeitly imprinted ; complaints 
may seem ridiculous in private persons ; and 
men of my condition may be as incapable of 
af&onts, as hopeless of their reparations. And 
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truly had not the duty I owe unto the importu- 
nity of friends, and the allegiance I must ever 
acknowledge unto truth, prevailed with me ; the 
inactivity of my disposition might have made 
these sufferings continual, and time, that brings 
other things to light, should have satisfied me in 
the remedy of its oblivion. But because things 
evidently felse are not only printed, but many 
things of truth most felsely set forth ; in this 
latter I could not but think myself engaged : for 
though we have no power to redress the former, 
yet in the other the reparation being within our- 
selves, I have at present re-presented unto the 
world a ftJl and intended copy of that piece, 
which was most imperfectly and surreptitiously 
published before. 

This I confess, about seven years past, with 
some others of affinity thereto, for my private 
exercise and satisfiiction, I had at leisurable 
hours composed; which being communicated 
unto one, it became common unto many, and 
was by transcription successively corrupted, until 
it arrived in a most depraved copy at the press. 
He that shall peruse that work, and shall take 
notice of sundry particularities and personal 
expressions therein, will easily discern the inten- 
tion was not pubUck : and being a private exer- 
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cise directed to myself, what is deKvered therein 
was rather a memorial mito me than an example 
or rule mito any other : and therefore, if there 
be any singolarity therein correspondent unto 
the private conceptions of any man, it doth not 
advantage them ; or if dissentaneous thereunto, 
it no way overthrows them. It was penned in 
such a place, and with such disadvantage, that 
(I protest) from the first setting of pen unto 
paper, I had not the assistance of any good book, 
whereby to promote my invention, or relieve my 
memory ; and therefore there might be many real 
lapses therein, which others might take notice 
of, and more that I suspected myself. It was 
set down many years past, and was the sense of 
my conceptions at that time, not an immutable 
law unto my advancing judgment at all times ; 
and therefore there might be many things there- 
in plausible unto my passed apprehension, which 
are not agreeable unto my present self. There- 
fore are many things delivered rhetorically, many 
expressions therein merely tropical, and as they 
best illustrate my intention ; and therefore also 
there are many things to be taken in a soft and 
flexible sense, and not to be called unto the rigid 
test of reason. Lastly, all that is contained 
therein is in submission unto maturer discem- 
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ments ; and as I liave declared, shall no ftirther 
fiither them than the best and learned judgments 
shall authorize them: under fiivour of which 
considerations, I have made its secrecy pubhck, 
and committed the truth thereof to every ingen- 
uous Reader. 

THOMAS BROWNE. 




\ 
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f OR my religion, though there be sev- oar Phy- 
eral circumstances that might per- ^J^ 
suade the world I have none at all, 
as the general scandal of my pro- 
fession, the natural course of my studies, the 
indifferency of my behaviour and discourse 
in matters of religion, neither violently de- 
fending one, nor with that common ardour and 
contention opposing another ; yet in despite 
hereof I dare, without usurpation, assume the 
honourable style of a Christian. Not that I 
merely owe this title to the font, my educa- 
tion, or clime wherein I was bom, as being 
bred up either to confirm those principles my 
parents instilled into my unwary understand- 
ing, or by a general consent to proceed in 
the religion of my country; but having, in 
my riper years and qonfirmed judgment, seen 
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and examined all,* I find myself obliged by the 
principles of grace, and the law of mine own 
reascm, to embrace no other name but this : 
neither doth herein my zeal so &r make me 
forget the general charity I owe unto humanity, 
as rather to hate than pity Turks, infidels, and 
(what is worse) Jews ; rather contenting my- 
self to enjoy that happy style, than maligning 
those who refiise so glorious a title. 

Qnonsqne patiere, bone Jesa I 
JadsBi te semel, ego ssepios cmcifixi; 

nii in Asia, ego in Britannia, 
Gallia, Gennania; 

Bone Jean, miserere mei, et JudflBomm ! 

Hiibeuef u^ B^t because the name of a Christian is 

defined. /..it 

become too general to express our Kath, there 
being a geography of religion as well as lands, 
and every clime being distinguished not only 
by their laws and limits, but circumscribed by 
their doctrines and rules of faith ; to be par- 
ticular, I am of that reformed new-cast religion, 
wherein I dislike nothing but the name ; of the 
same belief our Saviour taught, the apostles 
disseminated, the &thers authorized, and the 
martyrs confirmed ; but by the sinister ends of 
princes, the ambition and avarice of prelates, 
and the fiital corruption of times, so decayed, 

* According to the Apostolical precept, "Prove all things: 
hold fast that which is good." 1 Thess. v. 2L 
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impaired^ and £illea fraai its natiye beautj, thoft 
it required the careM and charitable handa ^ 
these timea to restore it to itff priisdtiYe iateg- 
ritj. Now the aeeideixtaL oecasion whereoi^ the 
dender meana whereby ^ the low End abje^ cooe 
dition of the person by whom so good a work 
waa set on foot,^ which in our adreiBariea begets 
contempt and scorn, filk me with wonder^ and 
is the very same objection the insolent Pa^uos 
first cast at Christ and his disciples* 

in. Yet haye I not so shaken hands with 
those desperate resolutions, (who had rather ae^^T 
ventm^ at large their decayed bottom^ than "pm*** 
bring her in to be new trimmed in the do(^; 
who had rather promiscuously retain all, than 
abridge any, and obstinately be what they are^ 
than what they have been,) as to stand in di» 
ameter and sword^s point with them: we have 
reformed from them, not against them; for omit- 
ting those improperations, and terms of scurrility 
betwixt us, which only difference our aflfecti<Mas, 
and ilot our cause, there is between us one com- 
mon name and appellaticm, one fidth and neces- 
sary body of principles common to us both ; and 
therefore I am not scrupulous to converse and 
live with them,^ to. enter their churches in de- 
fect of ours, and either pray with them, or ftar 
thenu I could never perceive any rational 

consequence from those many texts which pro;- 
i« 
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hibit the chadren of Israel to pollute themselves 
with the temples of the heathens ; we being all 
Christians, and not divided by such detested 
impieties as might profene our prayers, or the 
place wherein we make them ; or that a resolved 
conscience may not adore her Creator anywhere, 
especially in places devoted to his service ; 
where, if their devotions offend him, mine may 
please him ; if theirs pro&ne it, mine may hal- 
low it. Holy-water and crucifix (dangerous to 
the common people) deceive not my judgment, 
nor abuse my devotion at all : I am, I confess, 
naturally inclined to that which misguided zeal 
terms superstition. My common conversation I 
do acknowledge austere, my behaviour fiill of 
rigour, sometimes not without morosity ; yet at 
my devotion I love to use the civiUty of my 
knee, my hat, and hand, with all those outward 
and sensible motions which may express or pro- 
mote my invisible devotion. I should violate 
my own arm rather than a church ; nor willing- 
ly deface the memory of saint or martyr. At 
the sight of a cross or crucifix I can dispense 
with my hat, but scarce with the thought or 
memory of my Saviour. I cannot laugh at, 
but rather pity, the firuitless journeys of pil- 
grims, nor contemn the miserable condition of 
friars ; for though misplaced in circimistances, 
there is something in it of devotion. I could 
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never hear the Ave Mary bell * without an ele- 
vation ; or think it a sufficient warrant, because 
they erred in one circumstance, for me to err 
in all, that is, in silence and dumb contempt : 
whilst therefore they directed their devotions 
to her, I offered mine to God, and rectified the 
errors of their prayers, by rightly ordering mine 
own. At a solemn procession I have wept abun- 
dantly, while my consorts, blind with opposition 
and prejudice, have &llen into an access of scorn 
and laughter. There are, questionless, both in 
Greek, Roman, and African churches, solemni- 
ties and ceremonies, whereof the wiser zeals do 
make a Christian use, and stand condemned by 
us, not as evil in themselves, but as allurements 
and baits of superstition to those vulgar heads 
that look asquint on the &ce of truth, and those 
imstable judgments that cannot consist in the 
narrow point and centre of virtue without a reel 
or stagger to the circumference.f 

IV. As there were many reformers, so like- or lufor. 
wise there were many reformations ; every coun- 

* A church bell that tolls every day at six and twelve of the 
clock; at the hearing whereof, every one in what place soever, 
either of house or street, betakes himself to his prayer, which is 
commonly directed to the Virgin. 

t This figure is probably borrowed from Aristotle. Eth. Kic. 
ii. 9. "Wherefore it is hard to be good: for in each action to 
find the mean is difficult, as it is not every one that can find the 
centre of a circle, but he that is skilled to do so." 
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try procee<fing in a particular way and method, 
according as their national interest, together 
with their constitution and clime, inclined them ; 
some angrily, and with extremity ; others calmly, 
and with mediocrity; not rending, but easily 
dividing the community, and leaving an hon- 
est possibility of a reconciliation ; which though 
peaceable spirits do desire, and may conceive 
that revolution of time and the inercies of God 
may effect, yet that judgment that shall consider 
the present antipathies between the two ex- 
tremes, their contrarieties in condition, affection, 
and opinion, may with the same hopes expect 
an union in the poles of heaven. 
Of the V>. But to difference myself neaarer, and draw 

^TJIj^' into a lesser circle: there is no church, whose 
every part so squares unto my conscience ; whose 
alleles, constitutions, and customs seem so con- 
sonant unto reason, and as it were framed to 
my particular devotion, as this whereof I hold 
my beUef, the Church of England, to whose 
faith I am a sworn subject ; and therefore in a 
double obligation subscribe unto her Articles, 
and endeavour to observe her constitutions: 
whatsoever is beyond, as points indifferent, I 
observe according to the rules of my private 
reason, or the humour and &shion of my devo- 
tion; neither beUeving this, because Luther 
affirmed it, nor disapproving that, because Cal- 
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vm faatk c£saTouched it. I condemn not all 
things in the council of Trent, nor approve 
all in the synod of Dort. In jbcief, where the 
Scripture is silent, the Churdi is my text; 
wheTQ thatqpeaks, *tis but my comment : where 
there is a joint^silence of both, I borrow not the 
rules of my xeligion from Some xxr Greneva, bat 
the dictates of my :own reason. It is an unjust 
scandal of our adyersaries, and a gross error in 
ourselves, to compute the nativity of our relig- 
ion fr'om Henry the Jiighth, wiio, though he 
rejected tie Pope, refiised not the fidth of 
Rome, and effected no more than w^hat his own 
predecessors desired and assayed in ages past, 
and was conceived the state of Venice would 
have attempted in our days. It is as tmchari- 
table a point in us to fall upon those popular 
scurrilities and cpprobrious scoffs of the bishop 
of Rome, to whom, ^l& a temporal prince, we 
owe the duty of good language. I confess there 
is cause of passion between us : by his sentence 
I stand excommunicated^ heretic is the best 
language he affords me ; yet can no ear witness 
I ever returned him the name Antichrist, man 
of sin, or whore of Babylon. It is the method 
of charity to suffer without reaction : those usual 
satires and invectives of the pulpit may per- 
chance produce a good effect on the vulgar, 
whose ears are opener to rhetoric than logic ; 
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yet do they in no wise confirm the feith of wiser 
believers, who know that a good cause needs 
not to be patron'd by passion, but can sustain 
itself upon a temperate dispute. 

VI. I could never divide myself from any 
man upon the difierence of an opinion, or be 
angry with his judgment for not agreeing with 
" me in that, from which within a few days I 
should dissent myself. I have no genius to 
Dteputeiin disputcs in religion, and have often thought it 
J^y** wisdom to decline them, especially upon a dis- 
avoidfid. advantage, or when the cause of truth might 
suffer in the weakness of my patronage. Where 
we desire to be informed, 'tis good to contest 
with men above ourselves ; but to confirm and 
establish our opinions, 'tis best to argue with 
judgments below our own, that the frequent 
spoils and victories over their reasons may settle 
in ourselves an esteem and confirmed opinion of 
our own. Every man is not a proper champion 
for truth, nor fit 'to take up the gauntlet in the 
cause of verity: many from the ignorance of 
these maxims, and an inconsiderate zeal for 
truth, have too rashly charged the troops of 
error, and remain as trophies unto the enemies 
of truth. A man may be in as just possession 
of truth as of a city, and yet be forced to 
surrender ; 't is therefore far better to enjoy her 
with peace, than to hazsord her on a battle : if 
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therefore there rise any doubts in my way, I 
do forget them, or at least defer them, till my 
better settled judgment and more manly reason 
be able to resolve them; for I perceive every 
man's own reason is bis best ( Edipu s, and will, 
upon a reasonable truce, find a way to loose 
those bonds wherewith the subtleties of error 
have enchained our more flexible and tender 
judgments. In philosophy, where truth seems 
double-faced^ there is no man more paradoxical 
than myself: but in divinity I love to keep the fantedei 
road; and, though not in an implicit, yet an ^^^JJ^^ 
humble fidth, follow the great wheel of the "giving 
Church, by which I move, not reserving any to errors, 
proper poles or motion from the epicycle of my 
own brain ; by these means I leave no gap for 
heresy, schisms, or errors, of which at present I whereof 
hope I shall not injure truth to say I have no cui con^- 
taint or tincture. I must confess my greener *"■****' ^ 
studies nave been polluted with two or three, two or 
not any begotten in the latter centuries, but old ^^' 
and obsolete, such as could never have been 
revived, but by such extravagant and irregular 
heads as mine ; for indeed heresies perish not 
with their authors, but like the river Arethusa,* 

* Arethusa, a nymph of Achaia, while bathing, on her retom 
from hunting in the Stymphalian wood, was surprised by the 
river god Alpheus, in whose waters she was disporting herself. 
She fled from him, and after a long chase was concealed in u 
cloud by Diaua, just as her strength was failing. She thus re- 
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tbongh they lose their currents in one place, 
they rise up again in another. One general 
council is not able to extirpate one single her- 
esy : it may be cancelled for the j»r&!(ent ; but 
revolution of tin^ and the like aspects from 
heaven, will restore it, when it will flourish till 
it be condemned again. For as though there 
was metempsychosis, and the soul of one man 
passed into another, opinions do find, after cer- 
tain revolutions, men and minds Uke those that 
first begat them. To see ourselves again, we 
need not look fi)r Plato's year : * every man is 
not only himself; there hath been many Di- 
ogenes, and as many Timons, though but few of 
that name : men are Hved over again, the world 
is now as it was in ages past ; there was none 
then, but there hath been some one since that 
parallels him, and as it were his revived self. 
iHt,Tha» vn. Now the first of mine was that of the 

th6 soul 

might, in Arabians,! that the souls of men perished with 

lates (Ovid. Metam. v. 674) her transformation into the stream 
which bears her name, and with which the waters of ALpheos 
vainlj sought to nnite, Diana opening a way for her under 
ground and bringing her out again in Ortygia, near Syracuse 
in Sicily. 

* A revolution of certain thousand years, when all things 
should return unto their former estate, and he be teaching again 
in his school as when he delivered this opinion. 

t ** It was not only in the point now mentioned, that the doc- 
trine of the Gospel sufifered, at this time, from the erroneous 
fancies of wrong-headed doctors. For there ^rung iq> now, in 
Arabia, a certain sort of minute philosophers, the disciples of a 
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their bodies, but should yet be raised again at tomeMrt, 
the last day. Not that I did absolutely con- J|^^!^J^ 
ceive a mortality of the soul ; but if that were, ^'*» *»» 
which faith, not philosophy, hath yet thoroughly 
disproved, and that both entered the grave 
together, yet I held the same conceit thereof, 
that we all do for the body, that it should rise 
again. Surely it is but the merits of our un- 
worthy natures, if we sleep in darkness until 
the last alarum. A serious reflex upon my 
own unworthiness did make me Jbackward from 
challenging this prerogative of my soul: so I 
might enjoy my Saviour at the last, I could 
with patience be nothing almost unto eternity. 
The second was that of Origen, that God would 2d, Thai 
not persist in his vengeance forever, but after .hoSd* 
a definite time oi his wrath, he would release *°^^ **• 
the damned souls from torture: which error 
I fell into upon a serious contemplation of the 
great attribute of God, his Mercy; and did a 



master whose obscrtrily has concealed him from the knowl- 
edge of after ages, who denied the immortality of the soul, and 
believed that it perished with the body: but maintained, at the 
same time, that it was to be recfdled to life with the body, by 
the power of God. The philosophers who held this opmion 
were called Arabians, from their country. Origen was called 
from Egypt, to make head against this rising sect; and disputed 
against them in full council, with such remarkable success, 
that they abandoned their erroneous sentiments, and returned 
to the received doctrine of the Church." Mosheim, Ecd. Hist 
vol. i. ch. 6, § 16, p. 807. 
2 
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little cherish it in myself, because I found there- 
in no maUce, and a ready weight to sway me 
from the other extreme of despair, whereunto 
melancholy and contemplative natures are too 
3*1, Thai easily disposed. A third there is which I did 
prnjl^* never positively maintain or practise, but have 
the dead, often wislicd it had been consonant to truth, 
and not offensive to my religion, and that is the 
prayer for the dead ; whereunto I was inclined 
from some charitable inducements, whereby I 
could scarce contain my prayers for a friend at 
the ringing of a bell, or behold his corpse with- 
out an orison for his soul : 't was a good way, 
methought, to be remembered by posterity, and 
But these far moro noble than a history. These opinions 
not*togrow ^ Hcvor maintained with pertinacy, or endeav- 
into here- ourcd to iuvcigle any man's beUef unto mine, 
nor so much as ever revealed or disputed them 
with my dearest friends; by which means I 
neither propagated them in others, nor con- 
firmed them in myself; but suffering them to 
flame upon their own substance, without ad- 
dition of new ftiel, they went out insensibly of 
themselves: therefore these opinions, though 
condemned by lawftd councils, were not here- 
sies in me, but bare errors, and single lapses of 
my understanding without a joint depravity of 
my will. Those have not only depraved im- 
derstandings, but diseased affections, who can- 
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not enjoy a singularity without an heresy, or 
be the author of an opinion without they be of 
a sect also: this was the villany of the first 
schism of Lucifer, who was not content to err 
alone, but drew into his fiujtion many legions 
of spirits ; and upon this experience he tempted 
only Eye, as well understanding the commu- 
nicable nature of sin, and that to deceive but 
one, was tacitly and upon consequence to de- 
lude them both. 

Vni- Tiiat heresies should arise, we have oftheman. 
ihc prophecy of Christ ; but that old ones should ^^ 
be abolished, we hold no prediction. That there ichten, 
must be hei-esies, U true, not only in our church, S^^ ' 
but also in any other : even in doctrines hereti- ****'• 
cal, there will I>e super-heresies; and Arians 
not only divided from their church, but also 
among themselves : for heads that are disposed 
tmto schism and complexionably propense to 
innovation, are naturally indisposed for a com- 
mmiity; nor will be ever confined unto the 
order or economy of one body ; and therefore 
when they separate from others, they knit but 
loosely among themselves; nor contented with 
a general breach or dichotomy with their church, 
do subdivi<lc and mince themselves almost into 
atoms. 'Tis true, that men of singular parts 
and humours have not been free fix)m singular 
opinions and conceits in all ages; retaining 
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something 'not only beside the opinion of their 
own church or any other, but also of any par- 
ticular author; which notwithstanding a sober 
judgment may do without offence or heresy ; for 
there is yet, after all the decrees of councils, 
and the niceties of schools, many things un- 
touched, unimagined, wherein the liberty of an 
honest reason may play and expatiate with secu- 
rity, and far without the circle of an heresy. 
Mysteries IX.* As for thoso wiugy mystcrfes in divin- 
^y to*iixf ^^r ^^ ^^ subtleties in religion, which have 
approached unhinged the brains of better heads, they never 
stretched the pia mater of mine : methinks there 
be not impossibilities enough in religion for an 
active faith; the deepest mysteries ours con- 
tains, have not only been illustrated, but main- 
tained by syllogism, and the rule of reason, 
I love to lose myself in a mystery, to pursue 
my reason to an attUudo! 'Tis my sohtary 
recreation to pose my apprehension with those 
involved enigmas and riddles of the Trinity, 
with Incarnation and Resurrection. I can an- 
swer all the objections of Satan and my rebel- 
lious reason, with that odd resolution I learned 
of Tertullian, Cerium est quia imposiiibUe est. 
I desire to exercise my faith in the difficultest 
point ; for to credit ordinary and visible objects, 

* See Aids to Reflection, p. 151. 
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is not faith, but persuasion. Some believe the 
better for seeing Christ's sepulchre ; and when 
they have seen the Red Sea, doubt not of the 
miracle. Now contrarily, I bless myself, and 
am thankftJ that I hve not in the days of mir- 
acles, that I never saw Christ nor his disciples : 
I would not have been one of those Israelites 
that passed the Red Sea, nor one of Christ's 
patients on whom he wrought his wonders ; Bi—od u* 
then had my fiiith been thrust upon me; nor ^^ 
should I enjoy that greater blessing pronounced m^voA 
to all that believe and saw not. 'Tis an easy J^^,^ 
and necessary behe^ to credit what our eye and 
sense hath examined : * I believe he was dead 
and buried, and rose again ; and desire to see 
him in his glory, rather than to contemplate 
him in his cenotaph or sepulchre. Nor is this 
much to believe ; as we have reason, we owe 
this fidth unto history : they only had the ad- 
vantage of a bold and noble fidth, who lived 
before his coming, who upon obscure prophecies 
and mystical types could raise a beUef, and 
expect apparent impossibilities. 

X. Tis true, there is an edge in all firm Tb/bKh 
beUef, and with an easy metaphor we may say ^^^ 
the sword of fidth ; f but in these obscurities I 



* " God foibede but that men should believ 

Well more thktg than thei han seen witb eye.** 

Chaugeb. 
t Eph. vi. 16. 
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rather use it in the adjunct the apostle gives it, 
a buckler ; under which I conceive a wary com- 
batant may he invulnerable. Since I was of 
understanding to know we knew nothing, my 
reason hath been more phable to the will of 
feith ; I am now content to imderstand a mys- 
tery without a rigid definition, in an easy and 
Platonic description. That allegorical descrip- 
tion* of Hermes pleaseth me beyond all the 
metaphysical definitions of divines; where I 
cannot satisfy my reason, I love to humour my 
fancy : I had as heve you tell me that anima est 
angdus homims^ est corpus Dd^ as hneKex^ui j 
Iajlx est umbra Ddy as actiLS perspicvi,^ Where 
there is an obscurity too deep for our reason, 
'tis good to sit down with a description, peri- 

* ^aifuBra cujus centrum vhique,, drcumferentia nttUibu 
t Great variety of opinion there hath been amongst the an- 
cient philosophers touching the definition of the soul. Thales's 
was, that it is a nctture wiikotU repose, Asclepiades, that it Is an 
exercUation of sense: Hesiod, that it is a thing composed of earth 
and water: Parmenides holds, of earth andfre; Galen, that it is 
heat; Hippocrates, that it is a tpirit diffused through ihe body: 
some others have held it to be Ught; Plato saith, 'tis a substance 
moving itself; after cometh Aristotle (whom the author here re- 
proveth) and goeth a degree farther, and saith it is ivrekexfia, 
that is, that which naturally makes the body to move. But this 
definition is as rigid as any of the other; for this tells us not what 
the essence, origin, or nature of the soul is, but only marks an 
effect of it, and therefore signifieth no more than if he had said, 
that it is angeUts hominis, or an intelligence that moveth man, 
as he supposed those other to do the heavens. K. Cf. Cio 
Tusc. Disp. L X. 
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phrasis, or adumbration ; for by acquainting our 
reason how unable it is to display the visible and 
obvious effects of nature, it becomes more hum- 
ble and submissive unto the subtleties of fidth ; 
and thus I teach my haggard and unreclaimed 
reason to stoop unto the lure of fidth. I beUeve 
there was already a tree whose fruit our unhap- 
py parents tasted ; though in the same chapter, 
when God forbids it, 'tis positively said the 
plants of the fields were not yet grown, for God 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth. I 
beUeve that the serpent, (if we shall Kterally 
understand it,) from his proper form and figure, 
made his motion on his belly before the curse. 
I find the trial of the pucellage and virginity of 
women, which God ordained the Jews, is very 
fidlible. Experience and history inform me, 
that not only many particular women, but like- 
wise whole nations, have escaped the curse of 
childbirth, which God seems to pronounce upon 
the whole sex ; yet do I believe that all this is 
true, which indeed my reason would persuade 
me to be false ; and this I think is no vulgar 
part of fidth, to believe a thing not only above, 
but contrary to reason, and against the argu- 
ments of our proper senses. 

XI. In my solitary and retired imagination, TheEter. 

•^ nily of 

Neque enim cum lectulus aut me God. 

Porticus exoepit, desum mihi — 
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I remember I am not alone, and therefore forget 
not to contemplate him and his attributes who is 
ever with me, especially those two mighty ones, 
his wisdom and eternity : with the one I recre- 
ate, with the other I confound my understand- 
ing; for who can speak of eternity without a 
solecism, or think thereof without an ecstasy ? 
Time we may comprehend, it is but five days 
older than ourselves, and hath the same horo- 
scope with the world ; but to retire so far back 
as to apprehend a beginning, to give such an 
infinite start forward as to conceive an end in 
an essence that we affirm hath neither the one 
nor the other, it puts my reason to St. Paul's 
sanctuary: my philosophy dares not say the 
angels can do it ; God hath not made a creature 
that can comprehend him ; it is a privilege of 
his own nature : I am that I am^ was his own 
definition unto Moses ; and it was a short one, 
to confound mortality, that diu*st question God, 
or ask him what he was. Indeed he only is ; all 
others have and shall be ; but in eternity there 
is no distinction of tenses ; and therefore that 
terrible term predestination^ which hath troubled 
so many weak heads to conceive, and the wisest 
to explain, is in respect to God no prescious de- 
termination of our states to come, but a defini- 
tive blast of his will already fulfilled, and at the 
instant that he first decreed it ; for to his eter- 
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nity, which is indivisible, and all togedier, the 
last trump is already sounded, the reprobates in 
the flame, and the blessed in Abraham's bosom. 
St. Peter speaks modestly, when he saith,* a 
thousand years to God are but as one day ; for 
to speak like a philosopher, those continued 
instances of time which flow into a thousand 
years, make not to him one moment : what to 
us is to come, to his eternity is present, his 
whole duration being but one permanent point, 
without succession, parts, flux, or division. 

XU. There is no attribute that adds more or the 
difficulty to the mystery of the Trinity, where, '^'*'**^* 
though in a relative way of Father and Son, we 
must d^iy a priority, I wonder how Aristotle 
could conceive the world eternal, or how he 
could make good two eternities : his similitude 
of a triangle, comprehended in a square, doth 
somewhat illustrate the trinity of oiur souls, and 
that the triple unity of God ; for there is in us 
not three, but a trinity of souls, because th^e is 
in us, if not three distinct souls, yet difiering 
faculties, that can and do subsist apart in differ- 
ent subjects, and yet in us are so united as to 
make but one soul and substance : if one soul 
were so perfect as to inform three distinct bod- 
ies, that were a petty trinity : conceive the dis- 
tinct number of three, not divided nor separated 

♦ 2 Pet iii. 8. 
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by the intellect, but actually comprehended in 
its unity, and that is a perfect trinity. I have 
often admired the mystical way of Pythagoras, 
and the secret magic of numbers. " Beware of 
philosophy," is a precept not to be received in 
too large a sense : for in this mass of nature 
there is a set of things that carry in their front, 
though not in capital letters, yet in stenography 
and short characters, something of divinity, 
which to wiser reasons serve as luminaries in 
the abyss of knowledge, and to judicious beliefe 
as scales and roundles to mount the pinnacles 
and highest pieces of divinity. The severe 
schools shall never laugh me out of the phi- 
The Tiaibie losophy of Hermcs, that this visible world is 
pteturT t^* * picture of the invisible, wherein as in a 
of the portrait things are not truly, but in equivocal 
shapes, and as they counterfeit some more real 
substance in that invisible febric. 
The Wis- XIII. That other attribute wherewith I rec- 

dom of 

God. reate my devotion, is his Wisdom, in which I 
am happy; and for the contemplation of this 
only, do not repent me that I was bred in the 
way of study : the advantage I have of the vul- 
gar, with the content and happiness I conceive 
therein, is an ample recompense for all my en- 
deavours, in what part of knowledge soever. 
Wisdom is his most beauteous attribute ; no 
man can attain unto it, yet Solomon pleased 



[ 
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God when he desired it. He is wise, because he 
knows all things; and he knoweth all things, 
because he made them all: but his greatest 
knowledge is in comprehending that he made 
not, that is, himself. And this is also the great- 
est knowledge in man : for this I do honour my 
own profession, and embrace the counsel even 
of the devil himself: had he read such a lecture 
in Paradise as he did at Delphos,* we had bet- 
ter known ourselves, nor had we stood in fear 
to know him. I know He is wise in all, won- 
derM in what we conceive, but &r more in 
what we comprehend not; for we behold him 
but asquint, upon reflex or shadow ; our under- 
standing is dimmer than Moses' eye ; we are 
ignorant of the back parts or lower side of his 
divinity ; therefore to pry into the maze of his 
counsels, is not only folly in man, but presump- 
tion even in angels : like us, they are his ser- 
vants, not his senators ; he holds no council, but 
that mystical one of the Trinity, wherein though 
there be three persons, there is but one mind 
iiiat decrees without contradiction: nor needs 
he any ; his actions are not begot with delibera- 
tion, his wisdom naturally knows what is best ; 
his intellect stands ready fiaught with the super- 
lative and purest ideas of goodness ; consultation 
and election, which are two motions in us, make 

♦ Vv&Oi ceavTOVy Nosce te ipsum. 
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but one in him; his actions sprin^big from his 
.power, at the first touch of his will. These are 
contemplations metaphpical : my humble spec- 
ulations have another method, and are content 
to trace and discover those expressions he hath 
left in his creatures, and the obvious effects of 
No danger uature : there is no danger to profound these 
ing*to to!i^ mysteries, no sanctum sanctorum in philosophy, 
the hand of The world was made to be inhabited by beasts. 
Works. hut studied and contemplated by man : * 't is the 
debt of our reason we owe unto God, and the 
homage we pay for not being beasts: without 
this, the world is still as though it had not been, 
or as it was before the sixth day, when as yet 
there was not a creature that could conceive or 
say there was a world. The wisdom of God 
receives small honour from those vulgar heads 
that rudely stare about, and with a gross rustici- 
ty admire his works : those highly magnify him, 
whose judicious inquiry into his acts, and delib- 
erate research into his creatures, return the duty 
of a devout and learned admiration. Therefore, 

Search while thou wilt, and let thy reason go 
To ransom truth, even to th' abyss below; 
Rally the scattered causes ; and that line 
Which nature twists, be able to untwine. 



* In the MS. (in the British Museum) this clause stands thus: 
*^ The world was made not so much to be inhabited by men, as 
to be contemplated, studied, and known, by man." 
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It is ihy Maker*s will, for unto none 

But unto reason can he e'er be known. 

The devils do know thee, but those damned meteors 

Build not thy glory, but confound thy creatures. 

Teach my endeavours so thy works to read, 

That learning them in thee I may proceed. 

Give thou my reason that instructive flight. 

Whose weary wings may on thy hands still light 

Teach me to soar aloft, yet ever so. 

When near the sun, to stoop again below. 

Thus shall my hmnble fearers safely hover. 

And though near earth, more than the heavens discover. 

And then at last, when homeward I shall drive 

Bich with the spoils of nature to my hive, 

There will I sit like that industrious fly, 

Buzzing thy praises, which shall never die, 

Till death abrupts them, and succeeding glory 

Bid me go on in a more lasting story. 

And this is almost all wherein an hmnble 
creature may endeavour to requite, and some 
way to retribute unto his Creator : for if not he 
that saith, " Lord, Lord, but he that doth the stiiiitt 
will of his Father," shall be saved ; certainly ^ ^ 
our wills must be our performances, and our 
intents make out our actions; otherwise our 
pious labours shall find anxiety in our graves, 
and our best endeavours not hope, but fear a 
resurrection. 

XrV. There is but one first cause, and four Brerycwft. 
second causes of all things : some are without J^^^*** 
efiicient, as God ; others without matter, as an- properend 
gels ; some without form, as the first matter : 
but every essence created or uncreated hath its 
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final cause, and some positive end both of its 
essence and operation : * this is the cause I grope 
after in the works of nature ; on this hangs the 
providence of God: to raise so beauteous a 
structure, as the world and the creatures thereof, 
was but his art ; but their sundry and divided 
operations, with their predestinated ends, are 
from the treasury of his wisdom. In the causes, 
nature, and affections of the eclipses of the sun 
and moon, there is most excellent speculation ; 
but to profound &rther, and to contemplate a 
reason why his providence hath so disposed and 
ordered their motions in that vast circle, as to 
conjoin and obscure each other, is a sweeter 
piece of reason, and a diviner point of philoso- 
phy ; therefore sometimes, and in some things, 
there appears to me as much divinity in Galen 
his books Be um partium^ as in Suarez his 
Metaphysics: had Aristotle been as curious in 
the enquiry of this cause as he was of the other, 
he had not left behind him an imperfect piece of 
philosophy, but an absolute tract of divinity. 
Natme do- XV, Notwa mhU agit frvMra^ is the only 
tor^^*^ indisputable axiom in philosophy ; there are no 
grotesques in nature ; not any thing framed to 

* "' Eteme God, that thxirgh thy purveanoe 
Ledest this world by certain goyemance, 
In idel, as men sain, ye nothing make." 

Chaugeb, Frankeleine's Tale, 11176. 
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fill up empty cantons, and unnecessary spaces : 
in the most imperfect creatures, and such as 
were not preserved in the ark, but, having their 
seeds and principles in the womb of nature, are 
everywhere, where the power of the sun is ; * 
in these is the wisdom of his hand discovered : 
out of this rank Solomon chose the object of his piot. tl 
admiration ; indeed, what reason may not go to ^^^ 
school to the wisdom of bees, ants, and spiders ? 
what wise hand teacheth them to do what rea- 
son cannot teach us ? Ruder heads stand amazed 
at those prodigious pieces of nature, whales, ele- 
phants, dromedaries, and camels ; these, I con- 
fess, are the colossi and majestic pieces of her 
hand: but in these narrow engines there is 
more curious mathematics ; and the civility of 
these little citizens more neatly, sets forth the 
wisdom of their Maker. Who admires not 
Regio-Montanus his fly beyond his eagle, or 
wonders not more at the operation of two souls 
in those little bodies, than but one in the trunk 
of a cedar ? f I could never content my con- 

* '* Miraculous may seem to him that reades 
So strange ensample of conception; 
But reason teacheth that the fruitful seedes 

Of all things living, thro* impression 
Of the sun-beames in moy st complexion 
Doe life conceiye, and quick'ned are by kynd." 

Faerie Queene. 
t See Word8Worth*s exquisite little poem entitled " Nutting,** 
and Landor*s Faesulan Idvl: — 
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templation with those general pieces of wonder, 
the flux and reflux of the sea, the increase of 
the Nile, the conversion of the needle to the 
north ; and have studied to match and parallel 
those in the more obvious and neglected pieces 
of nature, which without fiirther travel I can do 
in the cosmography of myself: we carry with 
us the wonders we seek without us : there is all 
Afirica and her prodigies in ub ; we are that bold 
and adventurous piece of nature, which he that 
studies wisely learns in a' compendium, what 
others labour at in a divided piece and endless 
volume. 
Nttfcuie a XVI. Thus there are two books from whence 
toau.**^**" I collect my divinity ; besides that written one 
of GKxl, another of his servant nature, that uni- 
versal and public manuscript, that Hes expansed 
unto the eyes of all : those that never saw him 
in the one, have discovered him in the other. 
This was the Scripture and Theology of the 
heathens : the natural motbn of the sim made 
them more admire him than its supernatural 

" And *t is and ever was my wish and way 
To let all flowers live freely, and all die, 
Whene'er their Genius bids their souls depart, ' 
Among their kmdred m their native place. 
I never pluck the-rose; the violet'S'head 
Hath shaken with my breath upon its bank, 
And not reproached me; the ever sacred cup 
Of the pure lily hath between my hands 
Felt safe, unsoiled, nor lost one grahi of gold.** 
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station did the children of Israel ; the ordinary Joa.x.m, 
effect of nature wrought more admiration in 
them, than in the other all his miracles : surely 
the heathens knew better how to join and read 
these mystical letters than we Christians, who 
cast a more careless eye on these common hiero- 
glyphics, and disdain to suck divinity fix)m the 
flowers of nature. Nor do I so forget God as to 
adore the name of nature ; which I define not, 
with the schools, to be the principle of motion 
and rest, but that straight and regular line, that 
settled and constant course the wisdom of God 
hath ordained the actions of his creatures, ac- 
cording to their several kinds. To make a 
revolution every day, is the nature of the sun, 
because of that necessary course which God 
hath ordained it, from which it cannot swerve 
but by a feculty from that voice which first did 
give it motion.* Now this course of nature 
God seldom alters or perverts, but, like an ex- 
cellent artist, hath so contrived his work, that 
with the sel&ame instrument, without a new 

* See Wordsworth's Ode to Duty: — 

*^ Thou dost preserve the stars from wrong; 
And the most ancient heavens thro* thee are fi^esh and stn^ig.** 

Cf. Cowper's Task, bk. vi : — 

'* Some say that in the orighi of thmgs, 
When all creation started into birth. 
The infant elements received a law 
3 
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creation, he may effect his obscurest designs. 
Ex. XT. 25. Thus he sweeteneth the water with a wood, 
^x^h, preserveth the creatures in the ark, which the 
blast of his mouth might have as easily created ; 
for God is like a skilftd geometrician, who when 
more easily, and with one stroke of his compass, 
he might describe or divide a right line, had yet 
rather do this in a circle or longer way, accord- 
ing to the constituted and forelaid principles of 
his art : yet this rule of his he doth sometimes 
pervert, to acquaint the world with his preroga- 
tive, lest the arrogancy of our reason should 
question his power, and conclude he could not. 
And thus I call the effects of nature the works 
of God, whose hand and instrument she only is ; 
and therefore to ascribe his actions unto her, is 
to devolve the honour of the principal agent 
upon the instrument ; which if with reason we 
may do, then let our hammers rise up and boast 
they have built our houses, and our pens receive 
the honour of our writing. I hold there is a 
general beauty in the works of God, and there- 

From which they swerve not since. That under force 
Of that controlling ordinance they move, 
And need not his immediate hand who first 
Prescribed their course, to regulate it now. 

The Lord of all, himself through all diffhsed, 
Sustains and is the life of all that lives. 
Nature is but a name for an effect. 
Whose cause is God." 
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fore no deformity in any kind of species whatso- Bociofc 
ever : I cannot tell by what logic we call a toad, J]^^ 
a bear, or an elephant ngly , they being created wiad. xr. 
in those outward shapes and figures which best 
express those actions of their inward forms. 
And having passed that general visitation of 
God, who saw that all that he had made was 
good, that is, conformable to his will, which g«i.l8l 
abhors deformity, and is the rule of order and 
beauty ; there is no deformity but in monstros- 
ity, wherein notwithstanding there is a kind of 
beauty, nature so ingeniously contriving the ir- 
regular parts, that they become sometimes more 
remarkable than the principal &bric. To speak 
yet more narrowly, there was never any thing 
ugly or misshapen, but the chaos ; wherein, not- 
vrithstanding, to speak strictly, there was no 
deformity, because no form, nor was it yet im- 
pregnate by the voice of God; now nature is 
not at variance with art, nor art with nature, 
they being both servants of his providence : art 
is the perfection of nature : were the world now " Nfttan 
as it was the sixth day, there were yet a chaos ; ^^^ 
nature hath made one world, and art another. God doth 
In brief, all things are artificial ; for nature is ^i", 
the art of God. 

XVn. This is the ordinary and open way of Proridenoe 
his providence, which art and industry have in jy J^^ 
a good part discovered, whose effects we may Fortune. 
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foretell without an oracle : to foreshow these, is 
not prophecy, but prognostication. There is 
another way, full of meanders and labyrinths, 
whereof the devil and spirits have no exact 
Ephemerides, and that is a more particular and 
obscure method of his providence, directing the 
operations of individuals and single essences: 
this we call fortune, that serpentine and crooked 
line, whereby he draws those actions his wis- 
dom intends, in a more unknown and secret 
way. This cryptic and involved method of his 
providence have I ever admired; nor can I 
relate the history of my life, the occurrences 
of my days, the escapes of dangers, and hits of 
chance, with a Bezo las Manos to fortune, or 

Gon.xxii. a bare gramercy to my good stars. Abraham 
might have thought the ram in the thicket came 
thither by accident ; human reason would have 

Ex.iL said, that mere chance conveyed Moses in the 
ark to the sight of Pharaoh's daughter : what a 

Gen. labyrinth is there in the story of Joseph, able to 

"^^*' convert a stoic I Surely there are in every 
man's life certain rubs, doublings, and wrenches, 
which pass awhile under the effects of chance, 
but at the last, well examined, prove the mere 
hand of God. It was not dumb chance that, to 
discover the fougade or powder-plot, contrived a 
miscarriage in the letter. I like the victory of 
*88 the better for that one occurrence, which 
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our enemies imputed to our dishonour, and the 
partiality of fortune, to wit, the tempests and 
contrariety of winds. King Phihp did not de- 
tract from the nation, when he said he sent his 
armado to fight with men, and not to combat 
with the winds. Where there is a manifest dis- 
proportion between the powers and forces of 
two several agents, npon a ma^ of reason we 
may promise the victory to the superior; but 
when unexpected accidents slip in, and un- 
thought of occurrences intervene, these must 
proceed from a power that owes no obedience to 
those axioms ; where, as in the writing upon the dmi. t. 5. 
wall, we may behold the hand, but see not the 
spring that moves it. The success of that petty 
province of Holland (of which the Grand Seign- 
ior proudly said, if they should trouble him as 
they did the Spaniard, he would send his men 
with shovels and pickaxes, and throw it into the 
sea) I cannot altogether ascribe to the ingenuity 
and industry of the people, but the mercy of 
God, that hath disposed them to such a thriving 
genius ; and to the will of his providence, that 
disposeth her fiivour to each country in their 
preordinate season. All cannot be happy at 
once; for, because the glory of one state de- 
pends upon the ruin of another, there is a revo- 
lution and vicissitude of their greatness; and 
they must obey the swing of that wheel, not 
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moved by intelligences, but by the hand of 
God, whereby all estates arise to their zenith 
and vertical points, according to their predesti- 
nated periods. For the Uves, not only of men, 
but of commonwealths, and the whole world, 
run not upon an hdix that still enlargeth, but 
on a circle, where arriving to their meridian, 
they decline in obscurity, and fidl under the 
horizon again.* 
Thetonn XVIII. Thcse must not therefore be named 
used in a the cffccts of fortuuc but in a relative way, and 
relative j^g ^^ term the works of nature : it was the 
ignorance of man's reason that begat this very 
name, and by a careless term miscalled the 
providence of God ; for there is no hberty for 
causes to operate in a loose and straggling way ; 
nor any effect whatsoever, but hath its warrant 
from some universal or superior cause. It is 
not a ridiculous devotion to say a prayer before 
a game at tables; for even in 9ortileffies and 
matters of greatest uncertainty, there is a set- 
tled and preordered course of effects.f It is 
we that are blind, not fortune : because our eye 
is too dim to discover the mystery of her effects, 

* This subject is discussed in an Essay by the Bev. A. P. 
Stanley, to which one of the Chancellor's Prizes was awarded. 
Oxford, 1840. 

Cf. Herod, i. 807. 

t ** The lot is cast into the lap: but the whole disposing there- 
of is of the Lord." Prov. xvi. 88. 
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we foolishly paint her blind, and hoodwink the 
providence of the Almighty.* I cannot justify- 
that contemptible proverb, That fooU ardy are 
fortunate^ or that insolent paradox, That a wise 
man is out of the reach of fortune^ much less 
those opprobrious epithets of poets, Whore^ haudy 
and strumpet.^ It is, I confess, the common 
feite of men of singular gifts of mind, to be des- 
titute of those of fortune, which doth not any 
way deject the spirit of wiser judgments, who 
thoroughly understand the justice of this pro- 
ceeding ; and being enriched with higher dona- 
tives, cast a more careless eye on these vulgar 
parts of fehcity. It is a most unjust ambition 
to desire to engross the mercies of the Almighty, 
not to be content with the goods of mind, with- 
out a possession of those of body or fortune ; and 
it is an error worse than heresy, to adore these 
complemental and circumstantial pieces of felici- 
ty, and undervalue those perfections and essen- 
tial points of happiness wherein we resemble 
our Maker. To wiser desires it is satis&ction 
enough to deserve, though not to enjoy the 
favours of fortune: let providence provide for 
fools; it is not partiality, but equity in God, 

* Of. Bp. Butler's xvth Sermon, 
t So Dryden: — 

" But when she dances on the wind, 
And shakes her wings, and will not stay, 
I puff the prostitute away." 
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who deals with us but as our natural parents : 
those that are able of body and mind he leaves 
to their deserts ; to those of weaker merits he 
imparts a larger portion, and pieces out the 
defect of one by the excess of the other. Thus 
have we no just quarrel with nature for leaving 
us naked; or to envy the horns, hoofe, skins, 
and furs of other creatures, being provided with 
reason, that can supply them all.* We need 
not labour with so many arguments to confute 
judicial astrology ; for if there be a truth there- 
in, it doth not injure divinity : if to be bom 
under Mercury disposeth us to be witty, under 
Jupiter to be wealthy, I do not owe a knee 
unto these, but unto that merciftd hand that 
hath ordered my indifferent and uncertain nar 
tivity unto such benevolous aspects. Those 

* He were a Btrange fool that should be angry because dogs 
and sheep need no shoes, and yet himself is full of care to get 
some: God hath supplied those needs to them by natural pro- 
Tisions, and to thee by an artificial, for He hath given thee rea- 
son to learn a trade, or some means to make or buy them, so that 
it only differs in the manner of our provision; and which had 
you rather want, shoes or reason ? Taylor's Holy Living, p. 99. 

So Anacreon: — 

^vais Kepara ravpois 

&iikas d* €dfi)ic€V tinrotff 
vo^(OKlrjv Xaya>oiff, 
Xcov(ri X^^f** ob6vTmv, 
Tols ixOvaip T^ vrjierbp 
Tois opviois it4tcut6cu 
Tois apdpd<np <])p6inifUi* 
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that hold that all things are governed by fortone, 
had not erred, had they not persisted there. 
The Romans that erected a temple to Fortp ne, 
acknowledged therein, though in a blinder way, 
somewhat of divinity ; for in a wise suppnta- 
tion all things begin and end in the Almighty. 
There is a nearer way to heaven than Homer's 
chain ; * an easy logic may conjoin heaven and 
earth in one argument, and with less than a 
sorites resolve all things into God. For though 
we christen effects by their most sensible and 
nearest causes, yet is God the true and infid- 
lible cause of all, whose concourse, though it 
be general, yet doth it subdivide itself into the 
particular actions of everything, and is that 
spirit, by which each singular essence not only 
subsists, but performs its operation. 

XIX. The bad construction and perverse i>Miger of 
comment on these pair oi second causes, or ^og um 
visible hands of God, have perverted the de- ^^* ^^ 

1 . 1 /» • Second 

votion 01 many unto atheism, who lorgettmg 
the honest advisoes of faith, have Ustened unto 
the conspiracy of passion and reason. I have, 
therefore, always endeavoured to compose those 
feuds and angry dissensions between affection, 
faith, and reason ; for there is in pur soul a kind 
of triumvirate, or triple government of three 
competitors, which distract the peace of this our 

* Hiad, viii. 18. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Reason. 
Fftith. 



42 RELIGIO MEDICL 

commonwealth, not less tlian did that dlier the 
state of Rome. 

As reason is a rebel unto £uth, so passion 
unto reason : as the propositions of fidth seem 
absurd unto reason, so the theorems of reason 
unto passion, and both unto reason ; yet a mod- 
erate and peaceable discretion may so state and 
order the matter, that they may be all kings, 
and yet make but one monarchy, every one 
exercising his sovereignty and prerogative in 
a due time and place, according to the restraint 
and limit of circumstance. There are, as in 
philosophy, so in divinity, sturdy doubts and 
boisterous objections, wherewith the unhappi- 
ness of our knowledge too nearly acquaJnteth us. 
More of these no man hath known than myself, 
which I confess I conquered, not in a martial 
posture, but on my knees. For our endeavours 
are not only to combat with doubts, but always 
to dispute with the devil: the villany of that 
spirit takes a hint of infideUty from our studies, 
and by demonstrating a naturality in one way, 
makes us mistrust a miracle in another. Thus 
having perused the ArchidoxeSy and read the 
secret sympathies of things, he would dissuade 
my belief from the miracle of the brazen ser^ 
pent, make me conceit that image worked by 
sympathy, and was but an Egyptian trick to 
cure their diseases without a miracle. Again, 
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having seen some experiments of bitumen^ and 
having read &r more of n€gi>hthay he whispered 
to my curiosity the fire of the altar might be 
natural ; and bid me mistrust a miracle in Elias, i Kin^, 
when he entrenched the altar round with water ; ^'^ 
for that inflammable substance yields not easily 
unto water, but flames in the arms of its antag« 
onist. And thus would he inveigle my belief 
to think the combustion of Sodom might be o«n. six. 
natural, and that there was an asphaltic and 
bituminous nature in that lake before the fire 
of Gomorrah. I know that manna is now 
plentiftdly gathered in Calabria ; and Josephus 
tells me, in his days it was as plentifiil in 
Aral»a; the devil therefore made the query. 
Where was then the miracle in the days of ix-xri. 
Moses? The IsraeUtes saw but that in his 
time, which the natives of those countries be- 
hold in ours. Thus the devil played at chess 
with me, and yielding a pawn, thought to gain 
a queen of me, taking advantage of my honest 
endeavours ; and whilst I laboured to raise the 
structure of my reason, he strived to undermine 
the edifice of my fidth. 

XX. Neither had these, or any other, ever Athebm 
such advantage of me, as to incline me to any ^^*^^ 
point of infidelity or desperate positions of athe- 
ism ; for I have been these many years of opin- 
ion there was never any. Those that held 
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reli^on was the difference of man from beasts, 
have spoken probably, and proceed upon a 
principle as inductive as the other. That doc- 
trine of Epicurus, that denied the providence 
of God, was no atheism, but a magnificent and 
high-strained conceit of his majesty, which he 
deemed too sublime to mind the trivial actions 
of those inferior creatures. That fiital necessi- 
ty of the stoics is nothing but the immutable 
law of his will. Those that heretofore denied 
the divinity of the Holy Ghost, have been con- 
demned but as heretics; and those that now 
deny our Saviour, (though more than heretics,) 
are not so much as atheists ; for though they 
deny two persons in the Trinity, they hold as 
we do, there is but one God. 

That villain and secretary of hell, that com- 
posed that miscreant piece of the three impos- 
tors, though divided from all rehgions, and was 
neither Jew, Turk, nor Christian, was not a 
positive atheist. I confess every country hath 
its Machiavel, every age its Lucian, whereof 
common heads must not hear, nor more ad- 
vanced judgments too rashly venture on : it is 
the rhetoric of Satan, and may pervert a loose 
or prejudicate behef. 
incon8i8t- XXI. I confess I have perused them all, 
unblitef. ^^^<i <^^^ discover nothing that may startle a 
discreet behef; yet are their heads carried off 
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with the wind and breath of such motives. I 
remember a Doctor in Physic of Italy, who 
could not perfectly believe the immortahty of 
the soul, because Gulen seemed to make a doubt 
thereof. With another I was fiimiliarly ac- 
quainted in France, a divine, and a man of 
singular parts, that on the same point was so 
plunged and gravelled with three lines of Sen- 
eca, that all our antidotes, drawn from both 
Scripture and philosophy, could not expel the 
poison of his error. There are a set of heads 
that can credit the relations of mariners, yet 
question the testimonies of St. Paul; and per- 
emptorily maintain the traditions of JSlian or 
Pliny, yet in histories of Scripture raise queries 
and objections, believing no more than they 
can parallel in human authors. I confess there 
are in Scripture stories that do exceed the fiibles 
of poets, and to a captious reader sound like 
Guragantua or Bevis: search all the legends 
of times past, and the &bulous conceits of these 
present, and it will be hard to find one that 
deserves to carry the buckler unto Samson; 
yet is all this of an easy possibiUty, if we con- 
ceive a divine concourse, or an influence but 
from the little finger of the Almighty. It is Msnyques- 
impossible that either in the discourse of man, ^^^^ 
or in the infallible voice of God, to the weak- not worth, 
ness of our apprehensions, there should not ® "^^^ "• 
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appear irregularities, contradictions, and an- 
tinomies: myself could show a catalogue of 
doubts, never yet imagined or questioned, as 
I know, which are not resolved at the first 
hearing; not fantastic queries or objections of 
air, for I cannot hear of atoms in divinity.* 
I can read the history of the pigeon that was 
sent out of the ark and returned no more, yet 
not question how she found out her mate that 
was left behind: that Lazarus was raised fix)ni 
the dead, yet not demand where in the interim 
his soul awaited ; or raise a law-case, whether 
his heir might lawfidly detain his inheritance 
bequeathed unto him by his death, and he, 
though restored to life, have no plea or title 
imto his former possessions. Whether Eve was 
framed out of the left side of Adam, I dispute 
not, because I stand not yet assured which is 
the right side of a man, or whether there be 
any such distinction in nature: that she was 
edified out of the rib of Adam I beUeve, yet 
raise no question who shall arise with that rib 
at the resurrection : whether Adam was an 
hermaphrodite, as the Rabbins contend upon 
the letter of the text, because it is contrary to 

* " He who believes the Scripture to have proceeded fh>ni him 
who is the Author of Nature, may well expect to find the same 
sort of difficulties in it as are found in the Constitution of Na- 
ture.** Origen, quoted by Butler in Introduot to Anal. 
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reason that there should be an hermaphrodite 
before there was a woman, or a composition 
of two natures before there was a second com- 
poacd- Like wiise , w b etl i er the world was created 
in autumn^ Bummer, or spring, because it was 
created io them all; for whatsoever sign the 
sun possessetb^ those four seasons are actually 
existent- It is the nature of this luminary to 
distinguish the several seasons of the year, all 
which it makes at one time in the whole earth, 
and successive in any part thereof. There are 
a bundle of curiosities, not only in philosophy, 
but in divinity, proposed and discussed by men 
of most supposed abilities, which indeed are 
not worthy our vacant hours, much less our 
serious studies : pieces only fit to be placed in 
Pantagruel's librar}% or bound up with Tarta- 
retus de^ modo camndL 

XXIL These are niceties that become not And othen 
those that peruse so senous a mystery- There ^^^"^ 
are otbci-s more genci-ally questioned and called rai8ed,may 
to the bM*, yet methinks of an easy and possible .oiTed/ 
truth. 

It IS ridiculous to put off or drown the gen- 
eral flood of N(m1i, in tliat particular inundation 
of Deucalion: that there was a deluge once, 
seems not to me so ^eat a miracle, as that 
there is not one always. How all the kinds of 
creatures, not only in their own bulks, but with 
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a competency of food and sustenance, might be 
preserved in one ark, and within the extent 
of three hundred cubits, to a reason that rightly 
examines it, will appear very feasible. There is 
another secret not contained in the Scripture, 
which is more hard to comprehend, and put 
the honest Father to the refiige of a miracle ; * 
and that is, not only how the distinct pieces of 
the woiid, and divided islands, should be first 
planted by men, but inhabited by tigers, pan- 
thers, and bears. How America aboimded with 
beasts of prey and noxious animals, yet con- 
tained not in it that necessary creature, a horse, 
is very strange. By what passage those ani- 
mals, not only birds, but dangerous and unwel- 
come beasts, came over; how there be creatures 
there which are not found in this triple conti- 
nent ; all which must needs be strange unto us, 
that hold but one ark, and that the creatures 
began their progress from the mountains of 
Ararat. They who to salve this would make 
the deluge particular, proceed upon a principle 
that I can no way grant ; not only upon the . 
negative of Holy Scriptures, but of mine own 
reason, whereby I can make it probable that 



* St Augastine (De Civ. Dei, xvi. 7) says that this might 
have been miraculously effected, but he does not say it could 
not have been done without a miracle. See Burnet's Sacred 
Theory of the Earth, lib. ii. c. 8. 
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the world was as well peopled in the time of 
Noah as in ours ; and fifteen hundred years to 
people the world, as ftill a time for them, as 
four thousand years since have been to us. 
There are other assertions and common tenets 
drawn from Scripture, and generally believed as 
Scripture, whereunto, notwithstanding, I would 
never betray the Uberty of my reason. 'Tis a 
postulate to me that Methusalem was the long- Q«n. t. 6. 
est lived of all the children of Adam ; and no 
man will be able to prove it, when from the 
process of the text I can manifest it may be 
otherwise.* That Judas perished by hanging 
himself, there is no certainty in Scripture; 
though in one place it seems to affirm it, and s.Matt 
by a doubtftJ word hath given occasion to trans- 
late it ; yet in another place, in a more punctual Acts, i is. 
description, it makes it improbable, and seems 
to overthrow it. That our fethers, after the 
flood, erected the tower of Babel, to preserve 
themselves against a second deluge, is generally 
opinioned and behoved; yet is there another ^ 
intention of theirs expressed in Scripture : be- G«n. xl 4. 
sides, it is improbable from the circumstance of 
the place, that is, a plain in the land of Shinar : 
these are no points of feith, and therefore may 

* His meaning is, that as Adam was created a man in the 
prime of life, we may add forty years to the term of his actual 
existence. 

4 
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admit a free dispute. There are yet others, 
and those fiuniliarly concluded from the text, 
wherein (imder favour) I see no consequence. 
The Church of Rome confidently proves the 
opinion of tutelary angels, from that answer 
Acti, ziL when Peter knocked at the door. It is not he^ 
^' but his angd; that is, might some say, his mes- 
senger, or somebody from him ; for so the origi- 
nal signifies, and is as likely to be the doubtM 
femily's meaning. This exposition I once sug- 
gested to a young divine, that answered upon 
this point ; to which I remember the Francis- 
can opponent replied no more, but, that it was 
a neWf and no atdhentic interpretation. 
The Bible XXIII. Thcsc 8X6 but the conclusions and 
bo^ng, fidUble discourses of man- upon the word of 
God, for such I do believe the Holy Scriptures ; 
yet were it of man, I could not choose but 
say, it was the singularest and superlative piece 
that hath been extant since the creation. Were 
I a pagan I should not refrain the lecture of 
it ; and cannot but commend the judgment of 
Ptolemy,* that thought not his library complete 

* When Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, founded the 
library at Alexandria, he placed it under the care of Demetrius 
Phalereus, an Athenian, who persuaded his royal master to add 
to it the books of the Jewish law. The king wrote to Eleazar, 
then high-priest, for them; who not only sent him the books, but 
with them seventy-two interpreters, skilled in both the Hebrew 
and Greek tongues, to translate them for him into Greek. Their 
labours produced the version called the Septuagint 
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without it. The Alcoran of the Turks (I 
speak without prejudice) is an ill-composed 
piece, containing in it yain and ridiculous errors 
in philosophy, impossibilities, fictions, and vani- 
ties beyond laughter; maintained by evident 
and open sophisms, the policy of ignorance, 
deposition of uniyersities, and banishment of 
learning: this hath gotten foot by arms and 
violence : that without a blow hath disseminated 
itself through the whole earth. It is not un- 
remarkable what Philo first observed, that the 
law of Moses continued two thousand years 
without the least alteration; whereas, we see 
the laws of other commonweals do alter with 
occasions ; and even those that pretended their 
original from some divinity, to have vanished 
without trace or memory. I beheve, besides 
Zoroaster, there were divers that writ before 
Moses, who notwithstanding have suffered the 
common fate of time. Men's works have an 
age like themselves; and though they outUve 
their authors, yet have they a stint and period 
to their duration ; this only is a work too hard 
for the teeth of time, and cannot perish but in 
the general flames, when all things shall confess 
their ashes. 

XXIV. I have heard some with deep sighs "Of m»k. 
lament the lost lines of Cicero ; others with as ^^J 

' bouks there 

many groans deplore the combustion of the i« «m> end," 
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BooLxtt. library of Alexandria;* for my own part, I 
^ think there be too many in the world, and 

could with patience behold the urn and ashes 
of the Vatican, could I, with a few others, 
1 King! It. rccovcr the perished leaves of Solomon. I 
^^' would not omit a copy of Enoch's Pilkrs had 
they many nearer authors than Josephus,f or 
did not relish somewhat of the &ble. Some 
men have written more than others have spo- 
ken : Pineda quotes more authors in one work, 
than are necessary in a whole world. J Of 
those three great inventions in Grermany, there 
are two which are not without their incom- 
modities.§ It is not a melancholy udncLm of my 

* See D'Israeli*s CnrioBities of Literature. 

t For this, the story is, that Enoch, or his father Seth, having 
been informed by Adam, that the world was to perish once by 
water, and a second time by fire, did cause two pillars to be erect- 
ed; the one of stone against the water, and another of brick 
against the fire ; and that npon those pillars was engraven all such 
learning as had been delivered to, or invented by mankind; and 
that thence it came that all knowledge and learning was not lost 
by means of the flood, by reason that one of the pillars (though 
the other perished) did remain after the flood: and Josephus 
witnesseth, till his time, lib. i. Antiq. Judaic, cap. 8. E. This, 
though a tale, is truly moralized in the universities: Cambridge 
(of brick) and Oxford (of stone) wherein learning and religion 
are preserved, and where the worst college is more sightworthy 
than the best Dutch gymnasium. Fuller's Holy State, xliv. 

I Pineda^ in his Monarchia Eccleskutica, quotes one thousand 
and forty authors. 

§ In all probability he means printing, gunpowder, and the 
mariner's compass, or perhaps clocks: but it seems doubtftd 
whether all these were not known to the Chinese before the gen- 
erally received date of their invention. 
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own, but the desires of better heads, that there 
were a general synod ; not to unite the incom- 
patible difference of religion, but for the benefit 
of learning, to reduce it as it lay at first, in a 
few and soUd authors ; and to condemn to the 
fire those swarms and millions of rhapsodies 
begotten only to distract and abuse the weaker 
judgments of scholars, and to maiTit-ftip the trade 
and mystery of typographers. 

XXY. I cannot but wonder with what ex- oh^datej 
ceptions the Samaritans could confine their be- ^^'"•^•^ 
lief to the Pentateuch, or five books of Moses. 
I am ashamed at the rabbinical interpretation 
of the Jews, upon the Old Testament, as much 
as their defection firom the New : and truly it 
is beyond wonder, how that contemptible and 
degenerate issue of Jacob, once so devoted to 
ethnic superstition, and so easily seduced to the 
idolatry of their neighbours, should now in such 
an obstinate and peremptory belief adhere unto 
their own doctrine, expect impossibilities, and, 
in the fiice and eye of the Church, persist 
without the least hope of conversion ; this is a 
vice in them, that were a virtue in us: for 
obstinacy in a bad cause is but constancy in a 
good. And herein I must accuse those of my and t«nt 
own religion, for there is not any of such a ^y among 
fugitive fiiith, such an unstable belief, as a cJuttottonfc 
Christian; none that do so often transform 
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themselves, not unto several shapes of Chris- 
tianity, and of the same species, but nnto more 
unnatural and contrary forms of Jew and Ma- 
hometan ; that from the name of Saviour, can 
condescend to the bare term of prophet; and 
from an old belief that he is come, fidl to a 
new expectation of his coming. It is the prom- 
ise of Christ to make us all one flock ; but how 
and when this union shall be, is as obscure to 
me as the last day. Of those four members of 
religion we hold a slender proportion:* there 
are, I confess, some new additions, yet small to 
those which accrue to our adversaries, and those 
only drawn from the revolt of Pagans, men but 
of negative impieties, and such as deny Christ, 
but because they never heard of him : but the 
reUgion of the Jews is expressly against the 
Christian, and the Mahometan against both ; for 
the Turk in the bulk he now stands, is beyond 
all hope of conversion ; if he faU asunder, there 
may be conceived hopes, but not without strong 
improbabilities. The Jew is obstinate in all 
fortunes; the persecution of fifteen hundred 
years hath but confirmed them in their error: 

* The population of our globe has been diyided thns: — 

Christians 260,000,000 

Jews 4,000,000 

Mahometans 96,000,000 

Idolaters of all sorts .... 500,000,000 

Total population of the world . . 860,000,000 
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they liave already endured whatsoever may bo 
inflicted, and have suffered in a bad cause, even 
to the condemnation of their enemies. Perse- 
cution is a bad and indirect way to plant rehg- 
ion : it hath been the unhappy method of angry 
devotions, not only to confirm honest religion, 
but wicked heresies, and extravagant opinions. 
It was the first stone and basis of our &ith ; The biood 
none can more justly boast of persecutions, and J^^*^" 
glory in the number and valour of martyrs ; ^ **>• 
for, to speak properly, those are true and al- 
most only examples of fortitude : tiiose that are 
fetched fi*om the field, or drawn firom the ac- 
tions of tiie camp, are not ofttimes so truly 
precedents of valour as audacity, and at the 
best attain but to some bastard piece of forti- 
tude : if we shall strictiy examine the circum- 
stances and requisites which Aristotle requires 
to true and perfect valour, we shall find the 
name only in his master Alexander, and as 
Kttle in that Roman worthy, JuUus Caesar; 
and if any, in that easy and active way, have 
done so nobly as to deserve that name, yet in 
the passive and more terrible piece, these have 
surpassed, and in a more heroical way may 
claim the honour of that title. It is not in the 
power of every honest faith to proceed thus far, 
or pass to heaven through the flames: every 
one hath it not in that full measure, nor in so 
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audacious and resolute a temper, as to endure 
those terrible tests and trials; who, notwith- 
standing, in a peaceable way do truly adore their 
Saviour, and have, no doubt, a fiiith acceptable 
in the eyes of Grod. 

XXVL Now as all that die in the war are 
not termed soldiers ; so neither can I properly 
inmatten term all thosc that suffer in matters of religion, 
^""'^ martyrs. The Council of Constance condemns 
John Huss for an heretic; the stories of his 
own party style him a martyr. He must needs 
offend the divinity of both, that says he was 
neither the one nor the other.* There are 
many, (questionless,) canonized on earth, that 
shall never be saints in heaven ; and have their 
names in histories and martyrologies, who in 
the eyes of God are not so perfect martyrs as 
was that wise heathen Socrates, that suffered 
on a fundamental point of religion, the unity 
of God. I have often pitied that miserable 
bishop that suffered in the cause of Antipodes ;f 
yet cannot choose but accuse him of as much 
madness, for exposing his living on such a trifle, 
as those of ignorance and folly, that condemned 
him. I think my conscience will not give me 

• The Bodleian MS. reads, Is it&lse diyinity, if I say he was 
neither one or fhe other? 

t This was Virgilins, Bishop of Saltzbnrg. He died November 
27, 780. See Curiosities of Literature, and Whewell*8 mstoiy oi 
the luductive Sciences, vol. i. p. 256. 
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the lie, if I say there are not many extant that 
in a noble way fear the fece of death less than 
myself; yet from the moral duty I owe to the 
commandment of God, and the natural respects 
that I tender unto the conservation of my es- 
sence and being, I would not perish upon a 
ceremony, politic points, or indifferency: nor 
is my beUef of that untractable temper, as not 
to bow at their obstacles, or connive at matters 
wherein there are not manifest impieties; the 
leaven therefore and ferment of all, not only 
civil but religious actions, is wisdom; without 
which, to commit ourselves to the flames is 
homicide, and, I fear, but to pass through one 
fire into another. 

XXVn. That miracles are ceased, I can or adm- 
neither prove, nor absolutely deny, much less ***** 
define the time and period of their cessation : 
that they survived Christ, is manifest upon 
record of Scripture ; that they outKved the 
Apostles also, and were revived at the conver- 
sion of nations, many years after, we cannot de- 
ny, if we shall not question those writers whose 
testimonies we do not controvert in points that 
make for our own opinions ; therefore that may 
have some truth in it that is reported by the 
Jesuits of their miracles in the Indies. I could 
wish it were true, or had any other testimony 
than their own pens: they may easily beUeve 
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those miracles abroad, who daily conceive a 
greater at home, the transmutation of those 
visible elements into the body and blood of our 
Saviour : for the conversion of water into wine, 
which he wrought in Cana, or what the devil 
would have had him done in the wilderness, 
of stones into bread, compared to this, will 
All equauy scaxce dcscrve the name of a miracle : though 
^**^ indeed, to speak properly, there is not one 
miracle greater than another, they being the 
extraordinary effects of the hand of God, to 
which all things are of an equal fiicihty; and to 
create the world, as easy as one single creature ; 
for this is also a miracle, not only to produce 
effects against or above nature, but before na- 
ture ; and to create nature, as great a miracle 
as to contradict or transcend her. We do too 
narrowly define the power of God, restraining 
it to our capacities. I hold that God can do 
all things ; how he should work contradictions 
I do not understand, yet dare not therefore 
deny. I cannot see why the angel of God 
2 Esdr. should question Esdras to recall the time past, 
if it were beyond his own power ; or that God 
should pose mortality in that which he was not 
able to perform himself. I will not say God 
cannot, but he will not, perform many things, 
which we plainly affirm he cannot: this I am 
sure is the mannerliest proposition, wherein. 
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notwithstandiBg, I hold no paradox. For strict^ 
ly, his power is the same with his will, and 
they both with all the rest do make but one 
God. 

XXVni. Therefore that miracles have been, au 
I do beheve; that they may yet be wrought 
by the Kving, I do not deny ; but have no con- not to be 
fidence in those which are fathered on the dead ; 
and this hath ever made me suspect the efficacy 
of reKcs, to examine the bones, question the 
habits and appurtenances of saints, and even 
of Christ himself. I cannot conceive why the 
cross that Helena found, and whereon Christ 
himself died, should have power to restore 
others unto life : I excuse not Constantine from 
a fall off his horse, or a mischief from his ene- 
mies, upon the wearing those nails on his bridle, 
which our Saviour bore upon the cross in his 
hands : I compute among your pice fraude%y nor 
many degrees before consecrated swords and 
roses, that which Baldwyn king of Jerusalem 
returned the Genovese for their cost and pains 
in his war, to wit, the ashes of John the Baptist. 
Those that hold the sanctity of their souls doth 
leave behind a tincture and sacred faculty on 
their bodies, speak naturally of miracles, and 
do not salve the doubt. Now one reason I 
tender so httle devotion unto reUcs is, I think, 
the slender and doubtfrd respect I have always 
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held unto antiquities ; for that indeed which I 
admire is fiir before antiquity, that is, eternity ; 
and that is, God himself; who though he be 
Dm. Til. styled the Ancient of Days, cannot receive the 
^"^ adjunct of antiquity, who was before the world, 
and shall be after it, yet is not older than it ; 
for in his years there is no climacter ; his dura- 
tion is eternity, and fer more venerable than 
antiquity. 
oraciM. XXIX. But above all things, I wonder how 
the curiosity of wiser heads could pass that 
great and indisputable miracle, the cessation of 
oracles; and in what swoon their reasons lay, 
to content themselves, and sit down with such 
a fiur-fetched and ridiculous reason as Plutarch 
allegeth for it. The Jews, that can believe 
the supernatural solstice of the sun in the days 
of Joshua, have yet the impudence to deny 
the ecKpse, which every pagan confessed at his 
death: but for this it is evident beyond all 
contradiction, the devil himself confessed it.* 
Certainly it is not a warrantable curiosity, to 
examine the verity of Scripture by the concor- 
dance of human history, or seek to confirm the 
chronology of Hester or Daniel, by the author- 
ity of Magasthenes or Herodotus; I confess, 
I have had an unhappy curiosity this way, 
till I laughed myself out of it with a piece of 

* In his oracle tx> Angostus. 
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Justin,* where he delivers, that the children 
of Israel for being scabbed were banished out 
of Egypt. And truly since I have understood 
the occurrences of the world, and know in 
what counterfeitmg shapes and deceitful viz- 
ards times present represent on the stage things 
past, I do believe them Utile more than things 
to come. Some have been of my opinion, and 
endeavoured to write the history of their own 
lives; wherein Moses hath outgone them aU^ 
and left not only the story of his life, but, as 
some will have it, of his death also. 

XXX. It is a riddle to me, how this story witcbenit 
of oracles hath not wormed out of the world 
that doubtful conceit of spirits and witches; 
how so many learned heads should so fiur forget 
their metaphysics, and destroy the ladder and 
scale of creatures, as to question the existence 
of spirits. For my part, I have ever believed, 
and do now know, that there are witches : they 
that doubt of these, do not only deny them, 
but spirits; and are obliquely, and upon con- 
sequence, a sort not of infidels, but atheists. 
Those that to conftite their increduhty desire 
to see apparitions, shall questionless never be- 
hold any, nor have the power to be so much 
as witches; the devil hath them already in a 
heresy as capital as witchcraft ; and to appear 

* Justin, mst Ub. 86. Cf. Tacitus mst lib. v. 
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to them, were but to convert them. Of all 
the delusions wherewith he deceives mortality, 
there is not any that puzzleth me more than 
the legerdemain of changelings.* I do not 
credit those transformations of reasonable crea- 
tures into beasts, — or that the devil hath power 
to transpeciate a man into a horse, who tempted 
Christ (as a trial of his divinity) to convert 
but stones into bread. I could believe that 
spirits use with man the act of carnality, and 
that in both sexes ; I conceive they may as- 
sume, steal, or contrive a body, wherein there 
may be action enough to content decrepit lust, 
or passion to satisfy more active veneries ; yet 
in both, without a possibility of generation : f 
and therefore that opinion that Antichrist should 
be bom of the tribe of Dan by conjunction 
with the devil, is ridiculous, and a conceit fitter 
for a rabbin than a Christian. I hold that the 
devil doth really possess some men, the spirit 
of melancholy others, the spirit of delusion oth- 
ers ; that as the devil is concealed and denied 

• " From thence a Faery thee nnweeting reft, 
There as thou slepst in tender swadling band, ^ 
And her base Elfin brood there for thee left: 
Such men do Chaungelings call, so chaungM by Faeries theft.** 

Faery Queene, 1. x. 65. 
See Mids. Night's Dream, ii. 1. 
Lather's Divine Discourses, folio, p. 887. 
t See Taylor's Holy Living, c. 2, S. 8, p. 64. 
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by some, so God and good angels are pretended 
by others, whereof the late defection* of the 
maid of Germany hath left a pregnant example. 

XXXI. Again, I believe that all that use pwiowphy 
sorceries, incantations, and spells are not witch- ^g^tM 
es, or, as we term them, magicians. I conceive ^"^^ 
there is a traditional magic, not learned imme* 
diately from the devil, but at second hand from 
his scholars, who, having once the secret be- 
trayed, are able, and do empirically practise 
without his advice, they both proceeding upon 
the principles of nature; where actives aptly 
conjoined to disposed passives will under any 
master produce their effects. Thus, I think at 
first a great part of philosophy was witchcraft, 
which being afterward derived to one another, 
proved but philosophy, and was indeed no more 
but the honest effects of nature : what invented 
by us, is philosophy, learned ftom him, is magic. 
We do surely owe the discovery of many secrets Thegnif. 
to the discovery of good and bad angels. I J^^ 
could never pass that sentence of Parecelsus, 
without an asterisk, or annotation: jfoscendens 
astrum muUa revdat qucerentibua magnolia na- 
turoe^ i. e. opera Dei. I do think that many 
mysteries ascribed to our own inventions have 

* De/ccttbn. MS. W. reads detection, 
t Thereby is meant our good angel appointed us from our 
nativity. 
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been the courteous revelations of spirits; for 
those noble essences in heaven bear a friendly 
regard unto their fellow natures on earth ; and 
therefore beheve that those many prodigies and 
ominous prognostics, which forerun the rains 
of states, princes, and private persons, are the 
charitable premonitions of good angels, which 
more careless inquiries term but the effects of 
chance and nature. 
The Spirit XXXn. Now bcsides these particular and 
fd^ ^ divided spirits there may be (for aught I know) 
through- an universal and conunon spirit to the whole 
world.* world. It was the opinion of Plato, and it 
is yet of the Hermetical philosophers : if there 
be a common nature that unites and ties the 
scattered and divided individuals into one spe- 
cies, why may there not be one that unites 
them all ? However, I am sure there is a 
common spirit that plays within us, yet makes 
no part of us ; and that is, the Spirit of God, 
the fire and scintillation of that noble and mighty 
essence which is the life and radical heat of 
spmts, and those essences that know not the 
virtue of the sun ; a iSre quite contrary to the 
fire of hell : this is that gentle heat that brood- 
oen. i. 2. ed on the waters, and in six days hatched the 
world ; this is that irradiation that dispels the 
mists of hell, the clouds of horror, fear, sorrow, 
despair ; and preserves the region of the mind 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



RELIGIO MEDICI. 65 

in serenity: whosoever feels not the warm gale, 
and gentle ventilation of this spirit, (though I 
feel his pulse,) I dare not say he Uves; for 
truly without this, to me there is no heat under 
the tropic ; nor any light, thou^ I dwelt in the 
body of the sun. 

As when the labouring Snn hath wrought his track 

Up to the top of lofty Cancer's back. 

The icy ocean cracks, the finozen pole 

Thaws with the heat of the celestial coal; 

So when thy absent beams begin t* impart, 

Again a solstice on my finozen heart, 

My winter *s o*er, my drooping spirits sing. 

And every part reviyes into a Spring. 

But if thy qmck*ning beams awhile decline, 

And with their light bless not this orb of mine^ 

A dully firost snrpriseth every member. 

And in the midst of June I feel December. 

how this earthly temper doth debase 

The noble soul, in this her hnmble place. 

Whose wingy nature ever doth aspire 

To reach that place whence first it took its fire. 

These flames I feel, which in my heart do dweU, 

Are not thy beams, but take their fire ih>m hell; 

O qnench them all, and let thy Light divine 

Be as the Snn to this poor orb of mine; 

And to thy sacred Spirit convert those fires. 

Whose earthly fumes choke my devout aspires. 

XXXin. Therefore for spirits, I am so far of goM^. 
from denying their existence, that I could easily »ttendLit 
believe, that not only whole countries, but par- "p^*^ 
ticular persons, have their tutelary and guardian 
angels : it is not a new opinion of the Church 
of Rome, but an old one of Pythagoras and 

5 
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Plato; there is no heresy in it; and if not 
manifestly defined in Scripture, yet is it an 
opinion of a good and wholesome use in the 
course and actions of a man's life, and would 
serve as an hypothesis to salve many doubts, 
whereof common philosophy affordeth no solu- 
tion. Now if you demand my opinion and met- 
aphysics of their natures, I confess them very 
shallow ; most of them in a negative way, like 
that of God ; or in a comparative, between our- 
selves and fellow-creatures ; for there is in this 
universe a stair, or manifest scale of creatures, 
rising not disorderly, or in con&sion, but with 
a comely method and proportion : between crea- 
tures of mere existence and things of life, there 
is a large disproportion of nature ; between plants 
and animals or creatures of sense, a wider dif- 
ference ; between them and man, a far greater : 
and if the proportion hold on, between man 
and angels there should be yet a greater. We 
do not comprehend their natures, who retain 
the first definition of Porphyry,* and distinguish 
them fi:om ourselves by immortahty ; for before 
his fell man also was immortal; yet must we 
needs affirm that he had a difierent essence 
fi'om the angels: having therefore no certain 
knowledge of their natures, 't is no bad method 
of the schools, whatsoever perfection we find 

* Essentia rationalis immortalis. 
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obscurely in ourselves, in a more complete and 
absolute way to ascribe unto them. I believe 
they have an extemporary knowledge, and upon 
the first motion of their reason do what we 
cannot without study or dehberation ; that they 
know things by their forms, and define by 
specifical difference what we describe by acci- 
dents and properties; and therefore probabili- 
ties to us may be demonstrations unto them: 
that they have knowledge not only of the spe- 
cifical, but numerical forms of individuals, and 
understand by what reserved difference each 
single hypostasis (besides the relation to its 
species) becomes its numerical self: that as the 
soul hath a power to move the body it informs, 
so there 's a feculty to move any, though inform 
none; ours upon restraint of time, place, and 
distance ; but that invisible hand that conveyed BeiMMithe 
Habakkuk to the lion's den, or Philip to Azo- ^JJ^ 
tus, infringeth this rule, and hath a secret con- ^• 
veyance, wherewith mortality is not acquainted : 
if they have that intuitive knowledge, whereby 
as in reflexion they behold the thoughts of one 
another, I cannot peremptorily deny but they 
know a great part of ours. They that, to refiite 
the invocation of saints, have denied that they 
have any knowledge of our affairs below, have 
proceeded too &r, and must pardon my opinion, 
till I can thoroughly answer that piece of Scrip- 
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St Lake tore, ot the canvermon of a sinner^ the angels in 
^* * ^ ' heaven r^aice.* I cannot with those m that 
&ther securely interpret the work of the first 
day, fiat hix^ to the creation of angek ; though 
I confess, there is not any creature that hath 
so near a glimpse of their nature as light in 
the sun and elements : we style it a bare acci- 
dent ; but where it subsists alone 'tis a spiritual 
substance, and may be an angel : in brief, con- 
ceive light invisible, and that is a spirit, 
ifan a Mi. XXXTV. These are certainly the magiste- 
J^^^*^ rial and master-pieces of the Creator, the flow- 
of the N»- er, or (as we may say) the best part of nothing, 
ereatodft. actually existing, what we are but in hopes 



and probability: we are only that amphibious 
piece between corporal and spiritual essence, 
that middle form that links those two together, 
and makes good the method of God and nature, 
that jumps not from extremes, but unites the 
incompatible distances by some middle and par- 
ticipating natures. That we are the breath 
Gen. L 26, and simiHtudo of God, it is indisputable and 
^' ^ ^* upon record of Holy Scripture: but to call our- 

* *' Take any moral or religions book, and instead of under- 
standing each sentence according to the main purpose and inten- 
tion, interpret every phrase in its literal sense as conveying, and 
designed to convey, a metaphysical verity, or historical fact: — 
what a strange medley of doctrines should we not educe I And 
yet this is the way in which we are constantly in the habit of 
treating the books of the New Testament** — Coleridge. 
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selves a microcosm, or little world,* I thought 
it only a pleasant trope of rhetoric, till my near 
judgment and second thoughts told me there 
was a real truth therein : for first we are a rude 
mass, and in the rank of creatures which only 
are, and have a dull kind of being not yet privi- 
leged with life, or preferred to sense or reason ; 
next we live the life of plants, the life of ani- 
mals, the life of men, and at last the life of 
spirits, running on in one mysterious nature, 
those five kind of existences, which comprehend 
the creatures, not only of the world, but of the 
universe. Thus is man that great and true 
ampMbium^ whose nature is disposed to Uve not 
only like other creatures in divers elements, 
but in divided and distinguished worlds: for 
though there be but one world to sense, there 
are two to reason; the one visible, the other 
invisible, whereof Moses seems to have left de- 
scription, and of the other so obscurely, that 
some parts thereof are yet in controversy. And 
truly for the first chapters of Genesis, I must 
confess a great deal of obscurity; though di- 
viues have to the power of human reason en- 
deavoured to make all go in a literal meaning, 
yet those allegorical interpretations are also 
probable, and perhaps the mystical method of 

* It was a saying of the Stoics: Bpaxpv fUv Kda-fiop tqv St^ 
Bponjrov, fUyav dc SvBptafirov rbv Kda-fiov elvtu* 
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•Moses bred up in the hieroglyphlcal schools of 
the .Slgyptians.* 
Of Own- XXXV. Now for the immaterial worid, me- 
**^* thinks we need not wander so far as the first 
movable ; for even in this material fiibric the 
spirits walk as fireely exempt fi:om the affection 
of time, place, and motion, as beyond the ex- 
tremest circumference: do but extract f fi*om 
the corpulency of bodies, or resolve things be- 
yond their first matter, and you discover the 
habitation of angels, which if I call the ubiqui- 
tary and omnipresent essence of God, I hope I 
shall not offend divinity : for before the creation 
of the world, God was really all things. For 
the angels he created no new world, or deter- 
minate mansion, and therefore they are every- 
stMatt. where where is his essence, and do Uve at 
*^*"'^^* a distance even in himself: that God made 
all things for man, is in some sense true, yet 
not so far as to subordinate the creation of those 
purer creatures unto ours, though as ministering 
spirits they do and are willing to fiilfil the will 
of God in these lower and sublunary afl&drs of 

* '* The second Chapter of Grenesis from v. 4, and the third 
Chapter, are to my mind as evidently symbolical, as the first 
Chapter is literal. The first Chapter is manifestly by Moses 
himself; but the second and third seem to me of far higher an- 
tiquity, and have the air of being translated into words fiK>m 
graven stones." — Coleridge. 

t Abstradf MS. 
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man. God made all things for himself, and it 
is impossible he should make them for any other 
end than his own glory ; it is all he can receive, 
and all that is without himself: for honour 
being an external adjunct, and in the honourer 
rather than in the person honoured, it was 
necessary to make a creature, from whom he 
might receive this homage, and that is in the 
other world, angels, in this, man ; which when 
we neglect, we forget the very end of our 
creation, and may justly provoke God, not only 
to repent that he hath made the world, but that G«n. ▼!. 6; 
he hath sworn he would not destroy it. That J^j^i^' 
there is but one world, is a conclusion of Faith. 
Aristotle with aU his philosophy hath not been 
able to prove it, and as weakly that the world 
was eternal ; that dispute much troubled the pen 
of the ancient philosophers, but Moses decided 
that question, and all is salved with the new term 
of a creation, that is, a production of something 
out of nothing : and what is that ? * whatsoever 
is opposite to something, or more exactly that 
which is truly contrary imto God : for he only 
is, all others have an existence with dependency, 
and are something but by a distinction; and 
herein is divinity conformant unto philosophy, 
and generation not only foimded on contrarieties, 
but also creation; God being aU things, is con- 
* See Bucklaud*8 Bridgewater Treatise, vol. i. p. 22. 
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trary unto nothing, out of which were made all 
things, and so nothing became something, and 
omneity informed nullity into an essence. 
Man th« XXXVI. The whole creation is a mystery, 
*J^^ and particularly that of man: at the blast of 
Creation, his mouth wcro the rest of the creatures made, 
26.*** * ' and at his bare word they started out of noth- 
Gen.iL7. ing : but in the frame of man (as the text 
describes it) he played the sensible operator, 
and seemed not so much to create, as make 
him : when he had separated the materials of 
other creatures, there consequently resulted a 
form and soul ; but having raised the walls of 
man, he has driyen to a second and harder 
creation of substance like himself, an incorrupt- 
ible and immortal soul. For these two affec- 
tions we have the philosophy and opinion of 
the heathens, the flat affirmative of Plato, and 
not a negative from Aristotle. There is another 
scruple cast in by divinity (concerning its pro- 
duction) much disputed in the German audi- 
tories, and with that indifferency and equality 
of arguments, as leave the controversy unde- 
termined. I am not of Paracelsus his mind,* 
that boldly delivers a receipt to make a man 
without conjunction ; yet cannot but wonder at 
the multitude of heads that do deny traduction, 

* D'Israeli'8 Onrioaities of Literature. 
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having no other argument to confirm their be- 
Kef, than that rhetorical sentence, and cmtir 
metathesis of Augustine, Oreando infundUur^ Wr 
fundendo creatur: either opinion will consist 
well enough with reKgion : yet I should rather 
incline to this, did not one objection haunt me, 
not wrong from speculations and subtilties, 
but from common sense, and observation; not 
picked from the leaves of any author, but bred 
amongst the weeds and tares of mine own brain ; 
and this is a conclusion from the equivocal and 
monstrous productions in the copulation of a 
man with a beast : for if the soul of man be not 
I transmitted, and transftised in the seed of the 

parents, why are not those productions merely 
beasts, but have also an impression and tincture 
of reason in as high a measure as it can evi- 
dence itself in those improper organs? Nor 
truly can I peremptorily deny that the soul m 
i this her sublunary estate is wholly, and in all 

-^ acceptions, inorganical, but that for the peiv 
i formance of her ordinary actions is required 

^ not only a symmetry and proper disposition of 
organs, but a crasis and temper correspondent 
to its operations ; yet is not this mass of flesh 
and visible structure the instrument and proper 
corps of the soul, but rather of sense, and that 
the hand of reason. In our study of anatomy 
S there is a mass of mysterious philosophy, and 
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such as reduced the very heathens to divinity : 
yet amongst all these rare discoveries, and curi- 
ous pieces I find in the feibric of man, I do not 
so much content myself, as in that I find not, — 
that is, no organ or instrument for the rational 
soul ; for in the brain, which we term the seat 
of reason, there is not anything of moment 
more than I can discover in the crany of a 
beast : and this is a sensible, and no inconsid- 
erable argument of the inofganity of the soul, 
at least in that sense we usually so receive it. 
Thus we are men, and we know not how : there 
is something in us that can be without us, and 
will be after us; "though it is strange that it 
hath no history what it was before us, nor can- 
not teU how it entered in us. 
Of the XXXVII. Now for these walls of flesh, 

^y. wherein the soul doth seem to be immured be- 
fore the resurrection, it is nothing but an ele- 
mental composition, and a fabric that must &11 
i8. XL6-8. to ashes. All flesh is grass^ is not only meta- 
phorically, but literally true ; for all those crea- 
tures we behold are but the herbs of the field, 
digested into flesh in them, or more remotely 
camified in ourselves. Nay, further, we are 
what we all abhor, anthropophagi and cannibals, 
devourers not only of men, but of ourselves ; 
and that not in an allegory, but a positive truth : 
for all this mass of flesh which we behold came 
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in at our mouths; this firame we look upon 
hath been upon our trenchers ; in brief, we have 
devoured ourselves, I cannot believe the wis- 
dom of Pythagoras did ever positively, and in a 
literal sense, afBrm his metempsychosis, or im- 
possible transmigration of the souls of men into 
beasts: of all metamorphoses, or transmigra- 
tions, I believe only one, that is of Lot's wife ; 
for that of Nebuchadnezzar proceeded not so fiur : dmi- iv. sa 
in all others I conceive there is no further veri- 
ty than is contained in their impUcit sense and 
morality. I believe that the whole iframe of a 
beast doth perish, and is left in the same state 
after death as before it was materialled imto 
life : that the souls of men know neither con- 
trary nor corruption ; that they subsist beyond 
the body, and outUve death by the privilege of 
their proper natures, and without a miracle; 
that the souls of the £dthftd, as they leave 
earth, take possession of heaven: that those 
apparitions and ghosts of departed persons are 
not the wandering souls of men, but the un- 
quiet walks of devils, prompting and suggesting 
us unto mischief, blood, and villany ; instilling, 
and stealing into our hearts that the blessed 
spirits are not at rest in their graves, but wan- 
der solicitous of the affairs of the world : but that 
those phantasms appear often, and do frequent 
cemeteries, charnel-houses, and churches, it is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 RELIOIO MEDICL 

becanse those are the dormitories of the dead, 
where the devil, like an insolent champion, 
beholds with pride the spoils and trophies of 
his victory in Adam. 
^^^ XXXVin. This IS that dismal conquest we 

2 Esdr. Tii. all deplorc, that makes us so often cry, Adam^ 
^' quid fedsti? I thank God I have not those 

strait ligaments, or narrow obligations to the 
world, as to dote on life, or be convulsed and 
tremble at the name of death : not that I am 
insensible of the dread and horror thereof; or 
by raking into the bowels of the deceased, con- 
tinual sight of anatomies, skeletons, or cadav- 
erous rehques, like vespilloes, or grave-makers, 
I am become stupid, or have forgot the appre- 
hension of mortaUty; but that marshalling all 
the horrors, and contemplating the extremi- 
hath no tics thcrcof, I find not anything therein able to 
aChiStiMi. daunt the courage of a man, much less a well 
resolved Christian ; and therefore am not angry 
at the error of our first parents, or unwilling 
to bear a part of this common fitte, and like the 
best of them to die, that is, to cease to breathe, 
to take a farewell of the elements, to be a kind 
of nothing for a moment, to be within one in- 
1 oor. XV. stant of a spirit. When I take a ftdl view and 
circle of myself without this reasonable mod- 
erator, and equal piece of justice. Death, I do 
conceive myself the miserablest person extant : 
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were there not another Ufe that I hope for, all 
the vanities of this world should not intreat a 
a moment's breath from me: could the devil 
work my beUef to imagine I could never die, I 
would not outhve that very thought. I have 
so abject a conceit of this common way of exist- 
ence, this retaining to the sun and elements, I 
cannot think this to be a man, or to hve accord- 
ing to the dignity of humanity* In expectation 
of a better, I can with patience embrace this 
life, yet in my best meditations do often defy 
death : I honour any man that contemns it, nor 
can I highly love any that is afraid of it : this 
makes me naturally love a soldier, and honour 
those tattered and contemptible regiments that 
will die at the command of a sergeant. For a 
Pagan there may be some motives to be in love 
with life ; but for a Christian to be amazed at 
death, I see not how he can escape this dilem- 
ma, that he is too sensible of this life, or hope- 
less of the life to come. 

XXXIX. Some divines coimt Adam thirty Manhw 
years old at his creation, because they suppose '^^^ 
him created in the perfect age and stature of •*»*«• ^^ 

* ~ ^ t-4 .^ 

man. And surely we are all out of the compu- 
tation of our age, and every man is some months 
elder than he bethinks him ; for. we Uve, move, 
have a being, and are subject to the actions of 
the elements, and the malice of diseases, in that 
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other world, the truest microcosm, the womb 
of our mother; for besides that general and 
common existence we are conceived to hold in 
our chaos, and whilst we sleep within the bosom 
of our causes, we enjoy a being and life in three 
distinct worlds, wherein we receive most mani- 
fest graduations. In that obscure world, and 
womb of our mother, our time is short, com- 
puted by the moon, yet longer than the days of 
many creatures that behold the sun ; ourselves 
being not yet without life, sense, and reason; 
though for the manifestation of its actions, it 
awaits the opportunity of objects, and seems to 
live there but in its root and soul of vegetation. 
Entering afterwards upon the scene of the world, 
we rise up and become another creature, per- 
forming the reasonable actions of man, and ob- 
scurely manifesting that part of divinity in us ; 
but not in complement and perfection, till we 
have once more cast oiu* secondine, that is, this 
slough of flesh, and are deUvered into the last 
2 Cor. xii. world, that is, that inefiable place of Paul, that 
proper vM of spirits. The smattering I have 
of the philosopher's stone (which is something 
more than the perfect exaltation of gold) hath 
taught me a great deal of divinity, and instruct- 
ed my belief, how that immortal spirit and 
incorruptible substance of my soul may he ob- 
scure, and sleep a while within this house of 
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flesh.* Those strange and mystical transmigrar 
tions that I have observed in silkworms, turned 
my philosophy into divinity. There is in these 
works of nature, which seem to puzzle reason, 
something divine, and hath more in it than the 
eye of a con^non spectator doth discover. 

XL. I am naturally bashftd; nor hath con- Death to b© 
versation, age, or travel been able to effiront J^erthL 
or enharden me ; yet I have one part of mod- *»'»<*• 
esty which I have seldom discovered in anoth- 
er, that is, (to speak truly,) I am not so 
much afraid of death, as ashamed thereof: 'tis 
the very disgrace and ignominy of our natures, 
that in a moment can so disfigure us, that our 
nearest fiiends, wife, and children, stand afraid 
and start at us. The birds and beasts of the 
field, that before in a natural fear obeyed us, 
forgetting all allegiance, begin to prey upon us. 
This very conceit hath in a tempest disposed 
and left me willing to be swallowed up in the 
abyss of waters, wherein I had perished unseen, 
unpitied, without wondering eyes, tears of pity, 
lectures of mortality, and none had said. Quan- 
tum mutatus ah illo I Not that I am ashamed 
of the anatomy of my parts, or can accuse nature 
for playing the bungler in any part of me, or 
my own vicious life for contracting any shame- 

* Ck>mpare Wordsworth*8 Ode, " Intimations of Immortality,*' 
especially stanza v. 
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fill disease upon me, whereby I might not call 
myself a^i wholesome a morsel for the worms as 
any, 
Pwithu^ XLI. Some, npon the courage of a jfruitfiil 

uottub« issue, wherein, as m the truest chromcle, they 
seem to outlive themselves, can with greater 
patience away with death. This conceit and 
counterfeit subsisting in our progenies seems 
to me a mere fallacy, unworthy the desires of a 
man that can but conceive a thought of the 
next world ; who, in a nobler ambition, should 
desire to live in \m substance in heaven, rather 
than liis name and shadow in the earth. And 
therefore at my death I mean to take a total 
adieu of the world, not caring for a monument, 
history, or epitaph, not so much as the bare 
memory of my name to be found anywhere, but 
in the universal register of God. I am not yet 
so cynical as to approve the testament of Dio- 
genes ; * nor do altogether follow that rodomortr 
tach of Lucan: 

Oaib ie^Uw, qid wm habei umanu 

Phars. YiL 819. 

Ho that un^nried lies wants not his herse, 
For onto bim a tomb *s the universe. 

but commend, in my calmer judgment, those 
ingenuous intentions that desire to sleep by the 

» Who willed his friend not to bury him, but hang hfan up 
with a E<tair in his hand to fHght away the crows. 
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urns of their &thers, and strive to go the neat- 
est way unto corruption. I do not envy the 
temper of crows and daws,* nor the numerous 
and weary days of our &thers before the flood. 
If there be any truth in astrology, I may out- 
live a jubilee ; as yet I have not seen one revo- 
lution of Saturn, nor hath my pulse beat thirty 
years ; and yet, excepting one, f have seen the 
ashes of and left under ground all the Kings 
of Europe; have been contemporary to three 
Emperors, four Grand Signiors, and as many 
Popes.:^ Methinks I have outlived myself, and 
begin to be weary of the sun : I have shaken 
hands with delight in my warm blood and canic- 
ular days : I perceive I do anticipate the vices 
of age ; the world to me is but a dream or mock 
show, and we all therein but pantaloons and 
antics, to my severer contemplations. 

XLn. It is not, I confess, an unlawful prayer Length ot 
to desire to surpass the days of our Saviour, or ^^^y^*** 
wish to outlive that age wherein he thought for, 

* As Theophrastns did, who, dying, accused nature for giving 
them, to whom it conld be of no nse, so long a life, while she 
granted so short a one to man. Cf. Gic. Tusc. Disp. ilL 69. An 
extreme longevity was ascribed to these birds. 

t Excepting one; Christiem IV., King of Denmark, who died 
1647. 

X These were Bodolph IL, Matthias, and Ferdmand n., Em- 
' perors of Germany ; Achmet I., Mnstapha I., Othman II., and 
Amnrath IV^ Grand Signiors ; Leo XL ? Paul V., Gregory XV.» 
and Urban Vm., Popes. 
6 
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fittest to die ; yet if (as divinity affirms) there 
shall be no gray hairs in heaven, but all shall 
rise in the perfect state of men, we do but out- 
live those perfections in this world, to be re- 
called unto them by a greater miracle in the 
next, and run on here but to be retrograde 
hereafter. Were there any hopes to outlive 
vice, or a point to be superannuated from sin, 
it were worthy our knees to implore the days 
ft» ••• of Methuselah. But age doth not rectify, but 
incurvate our natures, turning bad dispositions 
TTioes. into worser habits, and (like diseases) brings 
on incurable vices ; for every day as we grow 
weaker in age, we grow stronger in sin: and 
the number of our days doth but make our sins 
innumerable. The satne vice committed at six- 
teen, is not the same, though it agrees in all 
other circumstances, as at forty, but swells and 
doubles from the circumstance of our ages; 
wherein, besides the constant and inexcusaUe 
habit of transgressing, the maturity of our judge- 
ment cuts oS pretence unto excuse or pardon : 
every sin the oftener it is conunitted, the more 
it acquireth in the quality of evil; as it suc- 
ceeds in time, so it proceeds in degrees of bad- 
ness ; for as they proceed they ever multiply, 
and, like figures in arithmetic, the last stands 
for more than all that went before it. And 
though I think that no man can Uve well once 
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but he that could live twice, yet for my own 
part I would not live over my hours past, or 
begiQ again the thread of my days : not upon 
Cicero's ground, because I have hved them 
weU,* but for fear I should Uve them worse. 
I find my growing judgment daily instruct 
me how to be better, but my untamed affec- 
tions and confirmed vitiosity likes me daily do 
worse : I find in my confirmed age the same 
ans I discoiiered in my youth ; I committed 
many then, because I was a child ; and because 
I CQmmit them still, I am yet an in&nt. There- 
fore I perceive a man may be twice a child^ 
before the days of dotage; and stand in need 
of -Sson's bathf before threescore. 

XLUI. And truly there goes a great deal Aspedai 
of providence to produce a man's life unto J^^^ 
threescore : there is more required than an <»" "▼»• 
able temper for those years; though the rad- 
ical humour contain in it s^fficient oil for sev- 
enty, yet I perceive in some it gives no light 
past thirty: men assign not all the causes of 
long life that write whole books thereof. They 

* I suppose he alludes to an expression in an Epistle of Cicero^ 
written in his exile, to his wife and children, where he hath these 
words to his wife: Quod reUquum est, te tutUtUaf mea TerenHa, vi 
potet; h(mesU8$irneviximm,Jioruimu$, Non vUUun noitrum sed vir- 
tus nostra nos aJUxU: peccatwn est wuUum, nid quod non tmd am- 
fnam cum omame$Uis amisimus. L. ziil. Ep. 55. Cf. Gic De 
Senectnte, xxiii. 

t Ovid, Met vU. 176. 
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that found themselves on the radical balsam, 
or vital sulphur of the parts, determine not 
why Abel lived not so long as Adam, There 
is therefore a secret glome or bottom of om* 
days: 'twas His wisdom to determine them, 
but his perpetual and waking providence that 
fiilfils and accomplisheth them, wherein the spir- 
its, ourselves, and all the creatures of God in 
a secret and disputed way do execute his will. 
Let them not therefore complain rf immaturity 
that die about thirty; they fidl but like the 
whole world, whose solid and well-composed 
substance must not expect the duration and 
period of its constitution : when all things are 
completed in it, its age is accomplished ; and 
the last and general fever may as naturally 
destroy it before six thousand, as me before 
forty. There is therefore some other hand 
that twines the thread of life than that of 
nature : we are not only ignorant in antipathies 
and occult qualities; our ends are as obscure 
as our beginnings ; the line of our days is 
drawn by night, and the various effects therein 
by a pencil that is invisible, wherein, though 
we confess our ignorance, I am sure we do not 
err if we say it is the hand of God. 
Tho' death XLIV. I am much taken with two verses 

M to be 00- 

■ired, yet of Lucau, siuco I havo bcou able not only, as 
unia^i. we do at school, to construe, but understand: 



\ 
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Vktmrfmqw Dei cdaM, ut vwert dmrmif 
FeHx efte mm. Pharsalia, iv. 619. 

We *i6 an deluded, vainly searohing wajs 
To make ns happy by the length of days; 
For cimningly to make *8 protract this breath, 
The gods conceal the happiness of death. 

There be many excellent strains in that poet, 
wherewith his Stoical genius hath hberallj sup- 
plied him ; and truly there are singular pieces 
in the philosophy of Zeno, and doctrine of the 
Stoics, which I perceive deUvered in a pulpit 
pass for current divinity: yet herein are they 
in extremes, that can allow a man to be his 
own assassin, and so highly extol the end and 
suicide of Cato ; this is indeed not to fear death, 
but yet to be afraid of life. It is a brave act 
of valour to contemn death ; but where life is 
more terrible than death, it is then the truest 
valour to dare to Uve: and herein religion hath 
taught us a noble example ; for all the valiant 
acts of Curtius, Scaevola, or Codrus do not 
parallel or match that one of Job; and sure 
there is no torture to the rack of a disease, nor 
any poniards in death itself, like those in the 
way or prologue unto it. Emori nolo, sed me 
esse mortuum nihil cestumo.* I would not die, 
but care not to be dead. Were I of Caesar's 
religion, I should be of his desires, and wish 

* Cic. Tuso. Disp. i. 8^ 
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rather to go off at one blow, than to be sawed 
in pieces by the grating torture of a disease. 
Men that look no fiurther than their ontsides, 
think health an appurtenance unto life, and 
quarrel with their constitutions for being sick ; 
but I that have examined the parts of man, and 
know upon what tender filaments that &bric 
hangs, do wonder that we are not always so ; 
and considering the thousand doors that lead to 
death, do thank my God that we can die but 
once.* 'Tis not only the mischief of diseases, 
and the villany of poisons, that make an end 
of us : we vainly accuse the fiiry bf guns, and 
the new inventions of death ; it is in the power 
of every hand to destroy us, and we are behold- 
ing unto every one we meet, he doth not kill 
us. There is therefore but one comfort left, 
that though it be in the power of the weakest 
arm to take away life, it is not in the strongest 
to deprive us of death ; God would not exempt 
himself from that ; the misery of immortality 
in the flesh He undertook not, that was, in it, 
immortal. Certainly there is no happiness with- 
in this circle of flesh, nor is it in the optics 
of these eyes to behold felicity. The first day 

* ** strange that a harp of thousand strings 
Should keep in tone so long! ** 
Fs. cxxxix. 14. *' I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.** 
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of our jubilee is death ; the devil hath therefore 
failed of his desires: we are happier with death 
than we should have been without it : there is 
no misery but in himself, where there is no end 
of misery ; and so indeed, in his own sense, the 
Stoic is in the right. He forgets that he can 
die who complains of misery; we are in the 
power of no calamity while death is in our 
own. 

XLY. Now besides this literal and positive DMtthtiM 
kind of death, there are others whereof divines J^^J 
make mention, and those I think not merely p^ to fan- 
metaphorical, as mortification, dying unto sin " , 

and the world; therefore, I say, every man 
hath a double horoscope, one of his humanity, 
his birth ; another of his Christianity, his bap- 
tism ; and from this do I compute or calculate 
my nativity, not reckoning those horce cowhisUe 
and odd days, or esteeming myself anything, 
before I was my Saviour's, and inrolled in the 
register of Christ: whosoever enjoys not this 
life, I count him but an apparition, though he 
wear about him the sensible affections of flesh. 
In these moral acceptions, the way to be im- 
mortal is to die daily ; nor can I think I have 
the true theory of death, when I contemplate 
a skull, or behold a skeleton, with those vulgar 
imaginations it casts upon us : I have therefore 
enlarged that common memento mori into a 
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more Christian memorandum, memento qaatwyr 
fUwUnma^ those four inevitable points of us all, 
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Nei- 
ther did the contemplations of the heathens rest 
in their graves, without a fiirther thought of 
Rhadamanth or some judicial proceeding after 
death, though in another way, and upon sug- 
gestion of their natural reasons. I cannot but 
marvel from what sibyl or oracle they stole the 
prophecy of the world's destruction by fire, or 
whence Lucan learned to say, 

CbmmuHii nmndo tuperest rogui, ossUnu oitfxi 
MiaOums Phaxsalia, viL 814. 

There yet remains to th* world one common fire, 
Wherein our bones with stars shall make one pyre. 

I beUeve the world grows near its end, yet is 
neither old nor decayed, nor will ever perish 
upon the ruins of its own principles.* As the 
work of creation was above nature, so its ad- 
versary, annihilation ; without which the world 
hath not its end, but its mutation. Now what 

* The Author of natnre has not given laws to the nniverMi 
which, like the institutions of men, carry in themselves the ele- 
ments of their own destruction. He has not permitted in his 
works any s3rmptom of infancy or old age, or any sign by which 
we may estimate either their future or their past duration. He 
may put an end, as he no doubt gave a beginning, to the present 
system at some detenninate period of time; but we may rest 
assured that this great catastrophe will not be brought about by 
the laws now existing, and that it is not indicated by anything 
which we perceive. — Phiyfair's Works, vol. iv. p. 66. 
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force should be able to consume it thus &r, 
without the breath of God, which is the truest 
consuming flame, my philosophy cannot inform 
me. Some believe there went not a minute to 
the world's creation, nor shall there go to its 
destruction; those six days so punctually de- G«n.L 
scribed make not to them one moment, but 
rather seem to manifest the method and idea 
of that great work in the intellect of God, than 
the manner how he proceeded in its operation. 
I cannot dream that there should be at the last 
day any such judicial proceeding, or calling to 
the bar, as indeed the Scripture seems to imply, 
and the Uteral commentators do conceive : for 
unspeakable mysteries in the Scriptures are of- 
ten deUvered in a vulgar and illustrative way ; 
and being written unto man, are delivered, not 
as they truly are, but as they may be under- 
stood; wherein, notwithstanding, the different 
interpretations according to different capacities 
may stand firm with our devotion, nor be any 
way prejudicial to each single edification. 

XL VI. Now to determine the day and year 
of this inevitable time is not only convincible 
and statute-madness, but also manifest impiety. 
How shall we interpret Elias's six thousand 
years, or imagine the secret communicated to a 
rabbi, which God hath denied unto his angels? ^^ 
It had been an excellent quaere to have posed 
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the devil of Delphos, and must needs have 
forced him to some strange amphibology: it 
hath not only mocked the predictions of smidry 
astrologers in ages past, but the prophecies of 
many melancholy heads in these present ; who, 
neither understanding reasonably things past or 
present, pretend a knowledge of things to come : 
heads ordained only to manifest the incredible 
^f^i*! effects of melancholy, and to fulfil old prophecies 
24- rather than be authors of new. In those days 
St Matt there shall come wars and rumours of war s^ to me 
8t Mwk seems no prophecy, but a constant truth in all 
^'^ 7* times verified since it was pronounced. There 
stLuke fiiiall he signs in the moon and stars; how comes 
he then like a thief in the night, when he gives 
an item of his coming? That common sign 
drawn from the revelation of antichrist is as 
obscure as any: in our common compute he 
hath been come these many years : for my own 
part, to speak freely, I am half of opinion that 
antichrist is the philosopher's stone in divinity, 
for the discovery and invention whereof, though 
there be prescribed rules and probable induc- 
tions, yet hath hardly any man attained the 
perfect discovery thereof. That general opin- 
ion that the world grows near its end, hath 
possessed all ages past as nearly as ours : I am 
afraid that the souls that now depart, cannot 
escape that Ungering expostidation of the saints 
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under the altar, Quumsque Domine? How long, iut.tlo, 
O Lord ; and groan in the expectation of the ^ 
great jubilee. 

XLYII. This is the day that must make Thedajof 
good that great attribute of God, his justice ; ' 
that must reconcile those unanswerable doubts 
that torment the wisest understandings ; and 
reduce those seeming inequalities and respec- 
tive distributions in this world to an equality 
and recompensiye justice in the next. This is 
that one day, that shall include and comprehend 
all that went before it ; wherein, as in the last 
scene, all the actors must ent^ to complete and 
make up the catastrophe of this great piece. 
This is the day whose memory hath only power 
to make us honest in the dark, and to be virtu- 
ous without a witness. J^sa sum 'preiium virtus 
sHi — that virtue is her own reward, is but a 
cold principle, and not able to maintain our 
variable resolutions in a constant and settled 
way of goodness. I have practised that honest 
artifice of Seneca, and in my retired and solitary 
imaginations, to detain me from the foulness of. 
vice, have fancied to myself the presence of 
my dear and worthiest finends, before whom I 
should lose my head, rather than be vicious : yet 
herein I found that there was naught but moral 
honesty, and this was not to be virtuous for His 
sake who must reward us at the last. I have 
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tried if I could reach that great resolution of 
his, to be honest without a thought of heaven 
or hell: and indeed I found upon a natural 
inclination, and inbred loyalty unto virtue, that 
I could serve her without a Kvery ; yet not in 
that resolved and venerable way, but that the 
frailty of my nature, upon an easy temptation, 
might be induced to forget her. The life there- 
fore and spirit of all our actions is the resurrec- 
tion, and a stable apprehension that our ashes 
shall enjoy the fruit of our pious endeavours: 
without thb, all religion is a fiJlacy, and those 
impieties of Lucian, Euripides, and Julian are 
no blasphemies, but subtle verities, and atheists 
have been the only philosophers. 
Tharwur- XL VIII. How shall the dead arise? is no 
^p*^^^ question of my fiiith ; to believe only possibili- 
icw.^- ties is not faith, but mere philosophy: many 
things are true in divinity, which are neither 
inducible by reason nor confirmable by sense; 
and many things in philosophy confirmable by 
Bense, yet not inducible by reason. Thus it is 
impossible by any soUd or demonstrative reasons 
to persuade a man to believe the conversion of 
the needle to the north ; though this be possi- 
ble, and true, and easily credible, upon a sin^e 
experiment unto the sense. I beheve that our 
estranged and divided ashes shall unite again ; 
that our separated dust, after so many pilgrim- 
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ages and transformations into the parts of min- 
erals, plants, animals, elements, shall at the 
voice of God return into their primitive shapes, 
and join again to make up their primary and 
predestinate forms. As at the creation there 
was a separation of that confused mass into Its 
species ; so at the destruction thereof there shall 
be a separation into ita distinct individuals. As 
at the creation of the worlds all the distinct 
species that we behold laj involved in one mass, 
till the fruitful voice of God separated this united 
multitude into its several species ; so at the last 
day, when these corrupted reliqueg shall be scat- 
tered in the wilderness of forms, and seem to 
have forgot their proper habits, God by a pow- 
erfiil voice shall command them back into their 
proper shapes, and call them out by their single 
individuals: then shall appear the fertility of 
Adam, and the magic of that sperm that hath 
dilated into so many millions,* I have often Type* of 



beheld as a miracle that artificial resmrection ^^^ 
and revivification of Mercury, how, being mor- 
tified into a thousand shapes, it assumes again 

* What is made to be immortRlj nature CRimot, nor will the 
voice of God, destroy. Tho^ bodiea that we behold to perifib, 
were in their created natures immortal , and liable tmto death 
only accidentally, and upon forfeit; and therefore they owe not 
that natural homage unto d^th as other bodies do, but may be 
restored to immortality with a leaaer mirade, and by a bare and 
easy revocation of course, return hpmortal. Edits* 1643. 
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its own, and retoms into its numerical self. Let 
us speak naturally and like philosophers : the 
forms of alterable bodies in these sensible cor- 
ruptions perish not ; nor, as we imagine, whol- 
ly quit their mansions, but retire and contract 
themselves into their secret and unaccessible 
parts, where they may best protect themselves 
from the action of their antagonist. A plant 
or vegetable iionsumed to ashes, to a contem- 
plative and school-philosopher seems utterly de- 
stroyed, and the form to have taken his leave 
forever ; but to a sensible artist the forms are 
not perished, but withdrawn into their incom- 
bustible part, where they lie secure from the 
action of that devouring element. This is made 
good by experience, which can from the ashes 
of a plant revive the plant, and from its cinders 
recall it into its stalk and leaves again.* What 

* Sir Eenelm Digby thus describes the beantifiil experiment, 
called, from the Greek, Palingenesis: — 

'* Quercetatnu^ the famous phTsiclan of King Henry the Fourth, 
tells us a wonderful story- of a PdUmian doctor, that showed him 
a dozen glasses hermetically sealed, in each of which was a dif- 
ferent plant: for example, a rose in one, a tulip in another, a 
clove gilly-flower in a third, and so of the rest. When he offered 
these glasses to your first view, you saw nothmg in them but a 
heap of ashes in the bottom. As soon as he held some gentle 
heat under any of them, presently there arose out of the ashes 
the idea of a flower and the stalk belonging to those ashes, and it 
would shoot up and spread abroad to the due height and just 
dimensions of such a flower, and had perfect colour, shape, mag- 
nitude, and all other accidents, as if it really were that very 
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the art of man can do in these inferior pieces, 
what blasphemy is it to affirm the finger of 
God cannot do in these more perfect and sen- 
sible structures 1 This is that mystical philoso- 
phy, fi'om whence no true scholar becomes an 
atheist, but fi*om the visible effects of nature 
grows up a real divine, and beholds not in a 
dream, as Ezekiel, but in an ocular and visible 
object, the types of his resurrection. 

XLIX. Now the necessary mansions of our HeaTwi, or 
restored selves are those two contrary and in- j^^^JiJ^ 
compatible places we call heaven and hell: to 
define them, or strictly to determine what and 
where these are, surpasseth my divinity. That 
elegant apostle which seemed to have a glimpse 
of heaven, hath left but a negative description 
thereof: which neither eye hath seen, nor ear hath icor.u.9. 
heard, nor can enter into the heart of man : he ^' ^^' ^ 
was translated out of himself to behold it ; but 
being returned into himself could not express it. 
St. John's description by emeralds, chrysolites, B«y. xxi. 
and precious stones, is too weak to express the 

flower. But whenever you drew the heat from it, would this 
flower sink down by little and little, till at length it would bury 
itself in its bed of ashes. And thus it would do as often as you 
exposed it to moderate heat, or withdrew it from it I confess it 
would be no small delight to me to see this experiment, with all 
the circumstances that Quercetan sets down. Aihafumut JSr- 
cherus, at Rome, assured me that he had done it; and gave me 
the process of it But no industry of mine could effect it." — 
Treatise on the VegetaUon of PlatOt. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 RELIOIO MEDICI. 

material heaven we behold. Briefly, therefore, 
where the soul hath the Aill measure and com- 
plement of happiness ; where the boundless ap- 
petite of that spirit remains completely satisfied, 
that it can neither desire addition nor alteration; 
that I I think, is truly Heaven ; and thiB can 
only l>e in the enjoyment of that essence, whose 
infinite goodness is able to terminate the desires 
of itself, and the imsatiable wishes of ours : 
wherever God will tlma manifest himself, there 
is heaven, though within the circle of this sen- 
sible world. Thus the soul of man may be 
in lieaven anywhere, even within the limits of 
his own proper body ; and when it ceaseth to 
live iu the body, it may remain in its own soul, 
that is, its Creator, And thus we may say 
aoof. iL that St- Paul, whether in the body or out of 
"*' the body, was yet in heaven. To place it in 
the empyreal, or beyond the tenth sphere, ia 
to forget the world's destruction ; for when this 
sensible world shall be destroyed^ all shall then 
be here as it is now there, an empyreal heaven, 
a ^cm vacuity ; when to ask where heaven is, 
is to demand where the presence of God is, or 
where we have the glory of that happy vision, 
Moses, that was bred up in all the learning of 
the Egyptians, committed a gross absurdity in 
^ ^^^' philosophy, when with these eyes of flesh he 
desired to see God, and petitioned his Maker, 
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that is, Truth itself, to a contradiction. Those 
that imagine heaven and hell neighbours, and 
conceive a vicinity between those two extremes, 
upon consequence of the parable, where Dives st.Lak« 
discoursed with Lazarus in Abraham's bosom, ^^ 
do too grossly conceive of those glorified crea- 
tures, whose eyes shall easily outsee the sun, 
and behold without a perspective the extremest 
distances : for if there shall be in our glorified 
eyes the fiiculty of sight and reception of ob- 
jects, I could think the visible species there 
to be in as unlimitable a way, as now the in- 
tellectual. I grant that two bodies placed be- 
yond the tenth sphere, or in a vacuity, accord- 
ing to Aristotle's philosophy, could not behold 
each other, because there wants a body or 
medium to hand and transport the visible rays 
of the object unto the sense ; but when there 
shall be a general defect of either medium to 
convey, or light to prepare and dispose that 
medium, and yet a perfect vision, we must 
suspend the rules of our philosophy, and make 
all good by a more absolute piece of optics. 

L. I cannot tell how to say that fire is the or Pirew 
essence of hell : I know not what to make of d^^"- ° 
purgatory, or conceive a flame that can either ^on. 
prey upon, or purify the substance of a soul : 
those flames of sulphur mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures, I take not to be understood of this present 
7 
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heD, but of that to come, where fire shall make 
up the complement of our tortures, and have a 
body or subject wherein to manifest its tyranny. 
Some who have had the honour to be textuary 
in divinity, are of opinion it shall be the same 
specifical fire with ours. This is hard to con- 
ceive ; yet can I make good how even that may 
prey upon our bodies, and yet not consume us : 
for in this material world there are bodies that 
persist invincible in the powerftdlest flames; 
and though by the action of fire they fidl into 
ignition and liquation, yet will they never suffer 
a destruction. I would gladly know how Moses 
Exod. Y^j^ii an actual fire calcined or burnt the golden 
calf unto powder: for that mystical metal of 
gold, whose solary and celestial nature I admire, 
exposed unto the violence of fire, grows only 
hot and Uquefies, but consumeth* not ; so when 
the consumable and volatile pieces of our bodies 
shall be refined into a more impregnable and 
fixed temper, like gold, though they suffer fi*om 
the actions of flames, they shall never perish, 
but lie immortal in the arms of fire. And 
surely, if this fi-ame must suffer only by the 
action of this element, there will many bodies 
escape; and not only heaven but earth will 
not be at an end, but rather a beginning. For 

* Moses is not said to have connmed it, but to have groiind it 
to powder. 
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at present it is not earth, but a composition of 
fire, water, earth, and air; but at that time, 
spoiled of these ingredients, it shall appear in a 
substance more like itself its ashes. Philoso- 
phers that opinioned the world's destruction by 
fire, did never dream of annihilation, which is 
beyond the power of ^sublunary causes ; for the 
last and proper action of that element is but 
vitrification, or a reduction of a body into 
glass ; and therefore some of our chymicks fii* 
cetiously affirm, that at the last fire all shall be 
crystallized and reverberated into glass, which 
is the utmost action of that element* Nor need 
we fear this term, annihilation, or wonder that 
God will destroy the works of his creation; 
for man subsisting, who is, and will then truly 
appear, a microcosm, the world cannot be said 
to be destroyed. For the eyes of God, and 
peirhaps also of our glorified selves, shall as 
really behold and contemplate the world in its 
epitome or contracted essence, as now it doth 
at large and in its dilated substance. In the 
seed of a plant to the eyes of God, and to the 
understanding of man, there exists, though in 
an invisible way, the perfect leaves, flowers, 
and fruit thereof; for things that are in po99e 
to the sense, are actually existent to the under- 
standing. Thus God beholds all things, who 
contemplates as fully his works in their epitome 
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as in their fiill volume; and beheld as amply 
the whole world in that httle compendium of 
the sixth day, as in the scattered and dilated 
pieces of those five before. 
The heart LI. Men commouly set forth the torments 

hL™"* ^ ^^ ^^^ ^y ^^» ^^^ *^® extremity of corporal 
tormeDt. afflictious, and describe hell in the same meth- 
od that Mahomet doth heaven. This indeed 
makes a noise, and drums in popular ears : but 
if this be the terrible piece thereof, it is not 
worthy to stand in diameter with heaven, whose 
happiness consists in that part that is best able 
to comprehend it, that immortal essence, that 
translated divinity and colony of God, the soul. 
Surely though we place hell under earth, the 
devil's walk and purheu is about it : men speak 
too popularly vho place it in those flaming 
mountains, which to grosser apprehensions rep- 
resent hell- The heart of man is the place the 
de^Tl dwells in : I feel sometimes a hell within 
myself: * Lucifer keeps his court in my breast. 
Legion is revived in me. There are as many 
helk, as Anaxarchus conceited worlds: there 

* So Milton^ Paradise Lost, i. 264, — 

*' Tlifl mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven," ^ 

And iv. 18. So also, Tasso, c. xii. st 77. 

*^ Swift fix)m myself I run, myself I fear. 
Yet still my hell within myself I bear." 
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was more than one hell in Magdalene, when 
there were seven devils, for every devil is an 
hell unto himself; he holds enough of torture 
in his own vM^ and needs not the misery of 
circumference to afflict him; and thus a dis- 
tracted conscience here is a shadow or intro- 
duction unto hell hereafter. Who can but pity 
the merciful intention of those hands that do 
destroy themselves? the devil, were it in his 
power, would do the like ; which being impos- 
sible, his miseries are endless, and he suffers 
most in that attribute wherein he is impassible, 
his immortaUty. 

Ln. I thank God, and with joy I mention contem. 
it, I was never a&aid of hell, nor never grew ^^**' 
pale at the description of that place ; I have so 
fixed my contemplations on heaven, that I have 
almost forgot the idea of hell, and am a&aid Hein xii. 2. 
rather to lose the joys of the one, than endure 
the misery of the other : to be deprived of them 2 Esdr. ix: 
is a perfect hell, and needs, methinks, no addi- 
tion to complete our afflictions. That terrible 
term hath never detained me from sin, nor do 
I owe any good action to the name thereof. I 
fear God, yet am not afraid of him : his mercies 
make me ashamed of my sins, before his judg- 
ments afraid thereof: these are the forced and 
secondary method of his wisdom, which he 
useth but as the last remedy, and upon provo- 
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cation: a course rather to deter the wicked, 
than incite the virtuous to his worship. I can 
hardly think there was ever any scared into 
heaven ; they go the fiurest way to heaven that 
would serve God without a hell ; other merce- 
naries, that crouch unto him in fear of hell, 
though they term themselves the servants, are 
indeed but the slaves of the Almighty.* 
Thejudg- LIII. And to be true, and speak my soul, 
God to be when I survey the occurrences of my life, and 
J^JJ^" call into account the finger of God, I can per- 
aifcction. ceive nothing but an abyss and mass of mercies, 
either in general to mankind, or in particular to 
myself: and whether out of the prejudice of my 
affection, or an inverting and partial conceit of 
his mercies, I know not; but those which others 
term crosses, afflictions, judgments, misfortunes, 
to me who inquire fiirther into them than their 
visible effects, they both appear, and in event 
have ever proved, the secret and dissembled 
iavours of his affection. It is a singular piece 
of wisdom to apprehend truly^ and without pas- 
sion, the works of God, and so well to distin- 
guish his justice from his mercy, as not to 

* Excellent throughout ! The fear of hell may indeed in some 
desperate cases, like the moxcij give the first rouse from a moral 
lethargy, or like the green venom of copper, by evacuating poison 
or a dead load from the inner man, prepare it for nobler miniBtra- 
tions and medicines from the realm of light and life, that nourish 
while they stimulate. Coleridge. 
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miscall those noble attributes : yet it is likewise 
an honest piece of logic, so to dispute and ai^e 
the proceedings of Grod, as to distinguish even 
his judgments into mercies. For Grod is mer- 
cifid unto all, because better to the worst than 
the best deserve ; and to say he punisheth none 
in this world, though it be a paradox, is no 
absurdity. To one that hath committed mur- 
der, if the judge should only ordain a fine, it 
were a madness to call this a punishment, and 
to repine at the sentence, rather than admire 
the clemency of the judge : thus our offences 
being mortal, and deserving not only death, but 
damnation, if the goodness of God be content 
to traverse and pass them over with a loss, mis- 
fortune, or disease, what phrensy were it to 
term this a punishment, rather than an extrem- 
ity of mercy, and to groan under the rod of his 
judgments, rather than admire the sceptre of 
his mercies I Therefore to adore, honour, and 
admire him is a debt of gratitude due from the 
obligation of our nature, states, and conditions ; 
and with these thoughts. He that knows them 
best will not deny tliat I adore him. That I 
obtain heaven, and the bliss thereof, is acci- 
dental, and not the intended work of my devo- 
tion ; it being a felicity I can neither think to 
deserve, nor scarce in modesty to expect. For 
these two ends of us all, either as rewards or 
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punishments, are mercifiilly ordained and dis- 
proportionably disposed unto our actions; the 
one being so far beyond our deserts, the other 
so infinitely below our demerits. 
saiTation LIV. There is no salvation to those that 
chriat beheve not in Christ, that is, say some, since 
alone, jjjg nativity, and, as divinity affirmeth, before 
also ; which makes me much apprehend the end 
of those honest worthies and philosophers which 
died before his incarnation. It is hard to place 
those souls in hell whose worthy hves do teach 
us virtue on earth; methinks, amongst those 
many subdivisions of hell, there might have 
been one limbo left for these. What a strange 
vision will it be to see their poetical fictions 
converted into verities, and their imagined and 
fancied ftiries into real devils I How strange to 
them will sound the history of Adam, when 
they shall suffer for him they never heard of! 
when they that derive their genealogy fi'om the 
gods, shall know they are the unhappy issue of 
sinftil man I It is an insolent part of reason, to 
controvert the works of God, or question the 
justice of his proceedings. Could hmnility teach 
others, as it hath instructed me, to contemplate 
the infinite and incomprehensible distance be- 
twixt the Creator and the creature ; or did we 
seriously perpend that one simile of St. Paul, 
Rom. ix. ^^n fj^ vessel say to the potter ^ Why hast thou 
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made me (husf it would prevent these arrogant 
disputes of reason; nor would we argue the 
definitive sentence of Grod, either to heaven or 
hell. Men that live according to the right rule 
and law of reason, live but in their own kind, 
as beasts do in theirs ; who justly obey the pre- 
script of their natures, and therefore cannot 
reasonably denuind a reward'of their actions, as 
only obeying the natural dictates of their reason. 
It will, therefore, and must at last appear, that 
all salvation is through Christ ; which verity, I 
fear, these great examples of virtue must con 
firm, and make it good, how the perfectest 
actions of earth have no title or claim unto 
h^ven. 

liV, Nor truly do I think the Kves of these. Our pr«c- 
or of any other, were ever correspondent, or gigtentwith 
in all points conformable tmto their doctrines. o«'*»»«>'y- 
It is evident that Aristotle transgressed the rule 
dT his own ethics : the St(ncs that condemn pas- 
sion, and command a man to laugh in Phalaris 
his bull, could not endure without a groan a 
fit of the stone or colic. The sceptics, that 
aflirmed they knew nothing, even in that opin- 
ion confute themselves, and thought they knew 
more than all the world beside. Diogenes I 
hold to be the most vainglorious man of his 
time, and more ambitious in refiising all hon- 
ours, than Alexander in rejecting none. Vice 
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and the devil put a £dlacy upon our reasons, 
and, provoking us too hastily to run from it, 
entangle and profound us deeper in it. The 
duke of Venice, that weds himself unto the 
sea by a ring of gold, I will not argue of prodi- 
gaUty, because it is a solemnity of good use 
and consequence in the state : but the philoso- 
jAer that threw his money into the sea to avoid 
avarice, was a notorious prodigal.* There is 
no road or ready way to virtue: it is not an 
easy point of art to disentangle ourselves from 
this riddle, or web of sin. To perfect virtue, 
as to religion, there is required a pampUoy or 
complete armour; that whilst we he at close 
ward against one vice, we lie not open to the 
veny of another: and indeed wiser discretions 
that have the thread of reason to conduct them, 
offend without a pardon ; whereas, underheads 
may stumble without dishonour. There are so 
many circumstances to piece up one good ac- 
tion, that it is a lesson to be good, and we are 

• The Doge performs this ceremony every year, in token of 
the sovereignty of the state of Venice over the Adriatic, and to 
conmiemorate the celebrated declaration of Pope Alexander m. : 
"^ Que la mer voos soit somnise comme P Spouse Test k son ^ponx, 
puisque vous en avez acquis Tempire par la victoire." Apollo- 
nius Thyaneus threw his gold into the sea, saying these words: 
Peuundo divUicUj ne pessundarer ab Wis, Polycrates, the tyrant 
of Samos, cast the best jewel he had into the sea, that thereby 
he might learn to compose himself against the vicissitudes of 
fortune. 
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forced to be virtuous by the book. Again, the 
practice of men holds not an equal pace ; yea, 
and often runs counter to their theory: we 
naturally know what is good, but naturally pur- 
sue what is evil : the rhetoric wherewith I per- 
suade another, cannot persuade myself: there 
is a depraved appetite in us, that will with 
patience hear the learned instructions of reason, 
but yet perform no farther than agrees to its 
own irregular humour. In brief, we all are 
monsters, that is, a composition of man and 
beast, wherein we must endeavour to be as the 
poets fency that wise man Chiron, that is, to 
have the region of man above that of beast, 
and sense to sit but at the feet of reason. Last- 
ly, I do desire with Grod, that all, but yet af- i Tim. a. 
firm with men, that few shall know salvation: areuui-o. 
that the bridge is narrow, the passage strait 
unto life : yet those who do confine the Church 
of God either to particular nations, churches, or 
families, have made it far narrower than our 
Saviour ever meant it. 

LVI. The vulgarity of those judgments that The 
wrap the Church of God in Strabo's cloak,* and ood m>t** 

circum- 
* *T is SirabonU tunica in the translation, but chlamydi would scribed, 
do better, which is the proper expression of the word that Strabo 
useth : it is not Europe, but the known part of the world, that 
Strabo resembleth to a cloak, and that is it the author here 
aUudeth to; but we have no reason to think that the resemblance 
of Strabo is very proper. 
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restrain it unto Europe, seem to me as bad 
geographers as Alexander, who thought he had 
conquered all the world, when he had not sub- 
dued the half of any part thereof: for we can- 
not deny the Church of God both in Asia and 
Africa, if we do not forget the peregrinations 
of the apostles, the deaths of the martyrs, the 
sessions of many, and, even in our reformed 
judgment, lawful councils, held in those parts 
in the minority and nonage of ours : nor must 
a few differences, more remarkable in the eyes 
of man than perhaps in the judgment of Grod, 
excommunicate from heaven one another; much 
less those Christians who are in a manner all 
martyrs, maintaining their fidth in the noble 
way of persecution, and serving Grod in the fire, 
whereas we honour him but In the simshine. 
AiH»ctariaa "pis truc wc all hold there is a nimiber of 
tile to elect, and many to be saved; yet take our 
chMi^. opinions together, and from the confrision there- 
of there wiU be no such thing as salvation, nor 
shall any one be saved. For first, the Church 
of Rome condemneth us, we likewise them; 
the sub-reformists and sectaries sentence the 
doctrine of our Church as damnable ; the ato- 
mist, or fiimilist,* reprobates all these ; and all 
these, them again. Thus whilst the mercies 

* The aUmiksy or fami&sU, were religionists who sprang np 
about the year 1676. See Hist of the Puritans, i. 278. 
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of Grod do promise us heaven, our conceits and 
opinions exclude us from that place. There 
must be, therefore, more than one St. Peter: 
particular churches and sects usurp the gates of 
heaven, and turn the key against each other, 
and thus we go to heaven against each other's 
wills, conceits, and opinions, and, with as much 
imcharity as ignorance^ do err, I fear, in points 
not only of our own, but one another's salva- 
tion. 

LVn. I beheve many are saved, who to ** Judge 
man seem reprobated; and many are reprobat- ^ienot 
ed, who, in the opinion and sentence of man. Judged." 
stand elected. There will appear at the last 
day, strange and unexpected examples, both of 
his justice and his mercy ; and therefore to de- 
fine either is folly in man, and insolency even 
in the devils: those acute and subtile spirits, 
in all their sagacity, can hardly divine who 
shall be saved ; which if they could prognostic, 
their labour were at an end, nor need they 
compass the earth seeking whom they may de- 
vour* Those who, upon a rigid application of 
the law, sentence Solomon unto danmation, con- 
demn not only him, but themselves, and the 
whole world : for by the letter and written 
word of Godj we are without exception in the 
state of death ; but there is a prerogative of 
God and an arbitrary pleasure above the letter 
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of his own law, by which alone we can pre- 
tend unto salvation, and through which Solo- 
mon might be as easily saved as those who 
condenm him. 

LVni. The number of those who pretend 
imto salvation, and those infinite swarms who 
think to pass through the eye of this needle, 
have much amazed me. That name and com- 

st. Luke pellation of Utde floch^ doth not comfort, but 
deject my devotion; especially when I reflect 
upon mine own imworthiness, wherein, accord- 
ing to my humble apprehensions, I am below 
them all. I believe there shall never be an 
anarchy in heaven ; but as there are hierarchies 
amongst the angels, so shall there be degrees 
of priority amongst the saints. Yet is it (I 
protest) beyond my ambition to aspire imto 
the first ranks ; my desires only are, and I 
shall be happy therein, to be but the last man, 
and bring up the rear in heaven. 

ourconfl- LIX. Again, I am confident, and fully per- 

dence can ^o ^ » J r 

only be in suadcd, yct dare not take my oath of my sal- 
^^'^ vation. I am as it were sure, and do believe 

mercy. ' 

without all doubt, that there is such a city as 
Constantinople : yet for me to take my oath 
thereon were a kind of perjury, because I hold 
no infallible warrant firom my own sense to 
confirm me in the certainty thereof. And tru- 
ly, though many pretend an absolute certainty 
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of their salvation, yet when an humble soul 
shall contemplate her own unworthiness, she 
shall meet with many doubts, and suddenly 
find how little we stand in need of the precept 
of St. Paul, work out your salvation with fear Phn. u. u 
and trembling. That which is the cause of 
my election, I hold to be the cause of my sal- 
vation, which was the mercy and beneplacit of 
God, before I was, or the foimdation of the 
world. " Before Abraham was, I am," is the ^*- ^**'* 
saying of Christ ; yet is it true m some sense, 
if I say it of myself ; for I was not only before 
myself, but Adam, that is, in the idea of God, 
and the decree of that synod held from all 
eternity: and in this sense, I say, the world 
was before the creation, and at an end before 
it had a beginning; and thus was I dead be- 
fore I was alive : though my grave be England, 
my dying place was paradise : and Eve mis- 
carried of me, before she conceived of Cain. 

LX. Insolent zeals, that do decry good works Faith, 
and rely only upon &ith, take not away merit : 
for depending upon the efficacy of their &ith, 
they enforce the condition of God, and in a 
more sophistical way do seem to challenge heav- 
en. It was decreed by God, that only those 
that lapt in the water like dogs, should have Jadgesvii 
the honour to destroy the Midianites ; yet could 
none of those justly challenge, or imagine he 
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deserved that honour thereupon. I do not 
deny, but that true fidth, and such as God 
requires, is not only a mark or token, but also 
a means of our salvation ; but where to find 
this, is as 'obscure to me as my last end. And 
St. Matt jf Qm. Saviour could object imto his own dis- 
ciples and fiivourites, a &ith, that, to the quan- 
tity of a grain of mustard-seed, is able to re- 
move mountains ; surely, that which we boast 
of is not anything, or at the most but a re- 
move firom nothing. This is the tenor of my 
belief; wherein, though there be many things 
singular, and to the humour of my irregular 
self, yet if they square not with maturey judg- 
ments, I disclaim them, and do no further &r 
vour them, than the learned and best judgments 
shall authorize them* 
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OW for that other virtue of charity, charity, 
without which faith is a mere no- i cor xm 
tion, and' of no existence, I have ^ 
ever endeavoured to nourish the 
merciful disposition and humane inclination I 
borrowed from my parents, and regulate it 
to the written and prescribed laws of char- 
ity: and if I hold the true anatomy of my- 
setf, I am delineated and naturally framed to 
such a piece of virtue ; for I am of a con- 
stitution so general, that it consorts and sym- 
pathizeth with all things : I have no antipathy, 
or rather idio-syncrasy, in diet, humour, air, 
anything. I wonder not at the French for 
their dishes of frogs, snails, and toadstools ; nor 
at the Jews for locusts and grasshoppers ; but 
being amongst them, make them my common 
viands, and I find they agree with my stomach 
as well as theirs. I could digest a salad gath- 
8 
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ered in a churchyard, as well as in a garden. 
I cannot start at the presence of a serpent, 
scorpion, lizard, or salamander: at the sight 
of a toad or viper, I find in me no desire to 
take up a stone to destroy them. I feel not 
in myself those common antipathies that I can 
discover in others : those national repugnances 
do not touch me, nor do I behold with preju- 
dice the French, Italian, Spaniard, or Dutch: 
but where I find their actions in balance with 
my countrymen's, I honour, love, and embrace 
them in the same degree. I was bom in the 
eighth climate, but seem for to be framed and 
constellated imto all : I am no plant that will 
not prosper out of a garden ; all places, all airs, 
make imto me one country ; I am in England, 
everywhere, and under any meridian ; I have 
been shipwrecked, yet am not enemy with the 
sea or winds ; I can study, play, or sleep in a 
tempest. In brief, I am averse from nothing : 
my conscience would give me the Ue if I should 
absolutely detest or hate any essence but the 
devil ; or so at least abhor anything, but that 
we might come to composition. If there be 
any among those common objects of hatred I 
do contemn and laugh at, it is that great enemy 
of reason, virtue, and religion, the multitude : 
that numerous piece of monstrosity, which, taken 
asunder, seem men, and the reasonable crea- 
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tures of God ; but confiised together, make but 
one great beast, and a monstrosity more pro- 
digious than Hydra: it is no breach of charity 
to call these fools ; it is the style all holy writers 
have afforded them, set down by Solomon in 
canonical Scripture, and a point of our fidth 
to beheve so. Neither in the name of multi- 
tude do I only include the base and minor sort 
of people ; * there is a rabble even amongst the 
gentry, a sort of plebeian heads, whose fimcy 
moves with the same wheel as these; men in 
the same level with mechanics, though their 
fortunes do somewhat gild their infirmities, and 
their purses compound for their foUies. But 
as in casting accoimt, three or four men to- 
gether come short in account of one man placed 
by himself below them; so ndther are a troop 
of these ignorant Doracfoeaf of that true esteem 
and value, as many a forlorn person, whose 
condition doth place him below their feet. Let 
us speak like poUticians: there is a nobiUty 
without heraldry, a natural dignity, whereby 
one man is ranked with another, another filed 
before him, according to the quaUty of his 



* ** Do not imagine that I consider as vulgar those only of the 
poor and humble classes; bnt all who are ignorant, even be they 
lords or princes, they mnst be classed mider the denomination 
wdgary — Cervantes. 

t DoradOy Spanish. Gilt-head. 
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desert, and pre-eminence of his good parts.* 
Though the corruption of these times and the 
bias of present practice wheel another way, 
thus it was in the first and primitive common- 
wealths, and is yet in the integrity and cradle 
of well-ordered pohties, till corruption getteth 
ground; ruder desires labouring after that which 
wiser considerations contemn, every one having 
a hberty to amass and heap up riches, and 
they a Ucense or fiiculty to do or purchase 
anything, 
charifcy II. This general and indifierent temper of 

M^ngfrom ^^^^ ^oth more nearly dispose me to this noble 
a proper virtuc. It is a happiness to be bom and framed 
unto virtue, and to grow up from the seeds of 
nature, rather than the inoculation and forced 
grass of education : yet if we are directed only 
by our particular natures, and regulate our in- 
clinations by no higher rule than that of our 
reasons, we are but moralists ; divinity will still 
call us heathens. Therefore this great work 
of charity must have other motives, ends, and 
impulsions. I give no alms to satisfy the hun- 

* " NobUitas sola est atque nnica, virtos." 

Juvenal. 
" Howe'er it be, it seems to me, 
*T is only noble to be good; 
Kind hearts are more than coronets. 
And simple faith than Norman blood.** 

Tennyson. 
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ger of my brother, but to fulfil and accomplish 
die will and command of my God : I draw not 
my purse for his sake that demands it, but 
His that enjoined it: I relieve no man upon 
the rhetoric of his miseries, nor to content mine 
own commiserating disposition; for this is still 
but moral charity, and an act that oweth more 
to passion than reason. He that relieves an- 
other upon the bare suggestion and bowels of 
pity, doth not this so much for his sake as for 
his own; for by compassion we make others' 
misery our own, and so, by relieving them, we 
relieve ourselves also. It is as erroneous a 
conceit to redress other men's misfortunes upon 
the common considerations of merciftd natures, 
that it may be one day our own case ; for this 
is a sinister and politic kind of charity, whereby 
we seem to bespeak the pities of men in the 
like occasions. And truly I have observed The naturo 
that those professed eleemosynaries, though in ^^^. 
a crowd or multitude, do yet direct and place ^^^ *«» 
their petitions on a few and selected persons: wardfoma. 
there is surely a physiognomy, which those 
experienced and master mendicants observe, 
whereby they instantly discover a mercifiil as- 
pect, and will single out a fiice wherein they 
spy the signatures and marks of mercy. For 
there are mystically in our feces certain char- 
acters which carry in them the motto of our 
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souls, wherein he that cannot read ABC may 
read our natures. I hold, moreover, that there 
is a phytognomy, or physiognomy, not only of 
men, but of plants and vegetables: and in every 
one of them some outward figures which hang 
as signs or bushes of their inward forms.* The 
finger of God hath left an inscription upon all 
his works, not graphical or composed of letters, 
but of their several forms, constitutions, parts, 
and operations, which, aptly joined together, do 
make one word that doth express their natures. 
P8. czwiL By these letters God calls the stars by their 
^ names; and by this alphabet Adam assigned to 

G«n.iLi9, every creature a name peculiar to its nature. 
^ Now there are, besides these characters in our 

Of ehiro- feccs. Certain mystical figures in our hands, which 
I dare not call mere dashes, strokes d la volSe^ 
or at random, because delineated by a pencil 
that never works in vain; and hereof I take 
more particular notice, because I carry that 
in mine own hand which I could never read 
of nor discover in another. Aristotle, I confess, 
in his acute and singular book of physiognomy, 
hath made no mention of chiromancy; yet I 
believe the Egyptians, who were nearer ad- 

* Vintners were wont to hang np hwku, or garlands of ivy, 
over their doors. See Epilogae to A» you like U: ** If it be true 
that good wine needs no bush, *tis true that a good play needs 
no epilogue.** 
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dieted to those abstruse and mystical sciences, 
had a knowledge therein, to which those vag* 
abend and counterfeit Egyptians did after pre- 
tend, and perhaps retained a few cormpted 
principles, which sometimes might verify their 
prognostics. 

It is the common wonder of all men, how yarietjor 
among so many millions of feces there should ^^^|^ 
be none alike. Now, contrary, I wonder as natuw. 
much how there should be any: he that shall 
consider how many thousand several words have 
been carelessly and without study composed out 
of twenty-four letters ; withal, how many hun- 
dred lines there are to be drawn in the fiibric 
of one man, shall easily find that this variety 
is necessary ; and it will be very hard that they 
shall so concur as to make one portrait like 
another. Let a painter carelessly limn out a 
million of &ces, and you shall find them all 
different; yea, let him have his copy before 
him, yet after all his art there will remain a 
sensible distinction ; for the pattern or example 
of everything is the perfectest in that kind, 
whereof we still come short, though we tran- 
scend or go beyond it, because herein it is wide, 
and agrees not in all points unto its copy. 
Nor doth the similitude of creatures disparage 
the variety of nature, nor any way confound 
the works of God. For even in things alike 
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there is diversity; and those that do seem to 
accord do manifestly disagree. And thus is 
man like God; for in the same things that 
we resemble him, we are utterly different from 
him. There was never anything so like an- 
other as in all points to concur : there will ever 
some reserved difference slip in, to prevent 
the identity, without which two several things 
would not be alike, but the same, which is im- 
dble. 

III. But to return from philosophy to char- 
low-crea. ity : I hold not so narrow a conceit of this vir- 
i^*the *^®' ^ ^ conceive that to give alms is only 
objwt of to be charitable, or think a piece of Uberality 
their can comprehend the total of charity. Divinity 
*^*^ hath wisely divided the act thereof into many 
branches, and hath taught us in this narrow 
way many paths unto goodness ; as many ways 
as we may do good, so many ways we may be 
charitable: there are infirmities not only of 
body, but of soul, and fortunes, which do re- 
^ quire the mercifrd hand of our abiUties. I can- 
not contemn a man for ignorance, but behold 
him with as much pity as I do Lazarus. It is 
no greater charity to clothe his body, than 
apparel the nakedness of his soul. It is an 
honourable object to see the reasons of other 
men wear our Uveries, and their borrowed 
understandings do homage to the bounty of 
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ours: it is the cheapest way of beneficence, and, 
like the natural charity of the sun, illuminates 
another without obscuring itself, To be re- 
served and caitiff in this part of goodness, is 
the sordidest piece of covetousness, and more 
contemptible than pecuniary avarice. To this 
(as calling myself a scholar) I am obliged by The duty 
the duty of my condition : I make not therefore Lgjc^. 
my head a grave, but a treasury of knowledge : •^^^ 
I intend no monopoly, but a community in 
learning : I study not for my own sake only, 
but for theirs that study not for themselves. 
I envy no man that knows more than myself, 
but pity them that know less. I instruct no 
man as an exercise of my knowledge, or with 
an intent rather to nourish and keep it alive in 
mine own head than beget and propagate it in 
his: and in the midst of all my endeavours, 
there is but one thought that dejects me, that 
my acquired parts must perish with myself, nor 
can be legacied among my honoured friends. 
I cannot fall out or contemn a man for an error, DiffBrencea 

• 1 Ttv» • •• 111 of opinion 

or conceive why a dinerence m opmion should need not 
divide an affection ; for controversies, disputes, ^^^^^ 

. . . aflfection. 

and argumentations, both in philosophy and in 
divinity, if they meet with discreet and peacea- 
ble natures, do not infringe the laws of charity. 
In all disputes, so much as there is of passion, 
so much there is of nothing to the purpose ; for 
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then reason, like a bad honnd, spends upon a 
false scent, and forsakes the question first start- 
ed. And in this is one reason why contro- 
versies are never determined ; for though they 
be amply proposed, they are scarce at all han- 
dled ; they do so swell with unnecessary digres- 
sions, and the parenthesis on the party is often 
as large as the main discourse upon the subject. 
The foundations of religion are already estab- 
lished, and the principles of salvation subscribed 
unto by all : there remain not many controver- 
sies worth a passion; and yet never any disputed 
without, not only in divinity, but inferior arts. 
What a PaTpayofivofjMyla and hot skirmish is 
betwixt S and T in Lucian ? * How do gram- 
marians hack and slash for the genitive case in 
Jupiter If How they do break their own pates 
to salve that of Priscian 1 Si foret in terris^ ri- 
deret Democritu%. Yea, even amongst wiser mili- 
tants, how many wounds have been given, and 
credits slain, for the poor victory of an opinion, 
or beggarly conquest of a distinction 1 Scholars 
are men of peace, they bear no arms, but their 
tongues are sharper than Actius his razor ; % 

* In his dialogae, Judicium vocaUum, where there is a large 
oration made to the voweb, being judges, by Sigma against Tan, 
complaining that Tan has bereaved him of many words, which 
should begin with Sigma. 

t Whether Jovii or Jupitris. 

t Accius N«viu8 is reported by Livy, Lib. i. cap. 86, to have 
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their pens carry &rther, and give a louder re- 
port than thunder : I had rather stand in the 
shock of a hasUisco,* than in the ftuy of a mer- 
ciless pen. It is not mere zeal to learning, or 
devotion to the Muses, that wiser princes pat- 
ron the arts, and carry an indulgent aspect unto 
scholars ; but a desire to have their names eter- 
nized by the memory of their writings, and a 
fear of the revengeful pen of succeeding ages ; 
for these are the men that, when they have 
played their parts, and had their exit9y must 
step out and give the moral of their scenes, and 
deliver imto posterity an inventory of their vir- 
tues and vices. And surely there goes a great 
deal of conscience to the compiling of an his- 
tory : there is no reproach to the scandal of a 
story ; it is such an authentic kind of fiJsehood 
that with authority beUes our good names to all 
nations and posterity. 

rV. There is another offence unto charity. National 
which no author hath ever written of, and few ^\f 

' charity. 

take notice of; and that 's the reproach, not of 
whole professions, mysteries, and conditions, but 
of whole nations, wherein by opprobrious epi- 
thets we miscall each other, and by an unchari- 
table logic, from a disposition in a few, conclude 

cut a whetstone through with a razor, at the chaUenge of the 
King, Tarquinius Priscus. 
* BcuUiico, a kind of camion. 
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a habit in all. St. Paul, that calls the Cretans 
liars, doth it but indirectly, and upon quotation 
of their own poet.* It is as bloody a thought 
in one way, as Nero's was in another ; f for by 
a word we wound a thousand, and at one blow 
assassine the honour of a nation. It is as com- 
plete a piece of madness to miscall and rave 
against the times, or think to recall men to 
reason by a fit of passion. Democritus, that 
thought to laugh the times into goodness, seems 
to me as deeply hypochondriac as HeracUtos 
that bewailed them. It moves not my spleen 
to behold the multitude in their proper hu- 
mours, that is, in their fits of folly and mad- 
ness ; as well understanding that wisdom is not 
profaned unto the world, and 'tis the privilege 
of a few to be virtuous. They that endeavour 
to abolish vice, destroy also virtue ; for contra- 

• That is, Epimenides; the place is Tit. i. v. 12, where St 
Paul useth this verse, taken out of Epimenides: 

KpTfTts cxi '^OoTOi, KOKk Brjpia^ yaarepes apyaU 
t I suppose he alludes to that passage in Sueton. 88, in the 
life of Nero, where he relates that a certain person upon a time 
spoke in his hearing these words, 

'E/xoS 9av6vTos yaia fuxOfjTc^ wpi, 

i. e. When I am dead let earth be mingled with fire. Where- 
upon the Emperor uttered these words, 'E/ioG (SvTO£f i. e. Yea, 
whilst I live : there, by one word, he expressed a cruel thought 
which I think is the thing he meant. This is more cruel than 
the wish of Caligula, that the people of Rome had but one neck, 
that he might destroy- them all at a blow. 
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fi they destroy one another, are yet 
one another. Thus virtue (abohsh 
an idea. Again, the community of 
bot disparage goodness ; for when vice 
on the major part, virtue, in whom 
B, becomes more excellent ; and being 
ome, multiplies its goodness in others 
Bmain untouched, and persists entire in 
Bral inundation. I can therefore behold 
lout a satire, content only with an ad- 
1, or instructive reprehension ; for noble 
and such as are capable of goodness, 
led into vice, that might as easily be 
ished into virtue; and we should be all 
the orators of goodness, as to protect 
om the power of vice, and maintain the 
of injured truth. No man can justly uanmort 
or condemn another, because indeed thTtooli- 
truly knows another. This I perceive edge or 
^self ; for I am in the dark to all the world, 
my nearest Mends behold me but in a 
ttd: those that know me but superficially, 
tik less of me than I do of myself; those 
my near acquaintance think more. God, 
lio truly knows me, knows that I am nothing ; 
He only beholds me and all the world, who 
oks not on us through a derived ray, or a 
ajection of a sensible species, but beholds the 
abstance without the help of accidents, and the 
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forms of things as we their operations. Fnr- 
ther, no man can judge another, because no 
man knows himself: for we censure others but 
as they disagree from that humour which we 
fency laudable in ourselves, and commend oth- 
ers but for that wherein they seem to quadrate 
and consent with us. So that in conclusion, 
all is but that we all condemn, self-love. 'T is 
the general complaint of these times, and per- 
haps of those past, that charity grows cold; 
which I perceive most verified in those which 
most do manifest the fires and flames of zeal ; 
for it is a virtue that best agrees with cold- 
est natures, and such as are complexioned for 
humility. But how shall we expect charity 
towards others, when we are uncharitable to 
ourselves ? Charity begins at homey is the voice 
of the world; yet is every man his greatest 
enemy, and as it were his own executioner. 
Nbn occideSy is the conunandment of God, yet 
scarce observed by any man; for I perceive 
every man is his own Atropos, and lends a 
hand to cut the thread of his own days. Cain 
was not therefore the first murderer, but Adam, 
who brought in death ; whereof he beheld the 
practice and example in his own son Abel, and 
saw that verified in the experience of another, 
which faith could not persuade him in the the- 
ory of himself. 
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v.. There is, I think, no man that appre- or ^m- 
hendeth his own miseries less than myself, and '****^* 
no man that so nearly apprehends another's. 
I could lose an arm without a tear, and with 
few groans, methinks, be quartered into pieces ; 
yet can I weep most seriously at a play, and 
receive with a true passion the counterfeit grie& 
of those known and professed impostures. It 
is a barbarous part of inhumanity to add unto 
any aflBicted party's misery, or endeavour to 
multiply in any man a passion whose single 
nature is already above his patience : this was 
the greatest affliction of Job ; and those obhque job xix. 
expostulations of his friends, a deeper injury 
than the downright blows of the devil. It is 
not the tears of our own eyes only, but of our 
friends also, that do exhaust the current of our 
sorrows ; which falling into many streams, runs 
more peaceably, and is contented with a nar- 
rower channel. It is an act within the power of 
charity, to translate a passion out of one breast 
into another, and to divide a sorrow almost out 
of itself ; for an affliction*, like a dimension, may 
be so divided, as, if not invisible, at least to 
become insensible. Now with my friend I de- 
sire not to share or participate, but to engross 
his sorrows, that, by making them mine own 
I may more easily discuss them; for in mine 
own reason, and within myself, I can com- 
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mand that whicli I cannot intreat without my- 
self, and within the circle of another. I have 
often thought those nohle pairs and examples of 
friendship not so truly histories of what had 
been, as fictions of what should be ; but I now 
perceive nothing in them but possibilities, nor 
anything in the heroic examples of Damon and 
Pythias, Achilles and Patroclus, which me- 
thinks upon some grounds I could not perform 
within the narrow compass of myself. That 
a man should lay down his life for his friend, 
seems strange to vulgar affections, and such as 
confine themselves within that worldly principle. 
Charity begins at home. For mine own part, 
I could never remember the relations that I 
held imto myself, nor the respect that I owe 
unto my own nature, in the cause of God, my 
country, and my Mends.* Next to these three, 
I do embrace myself. I confess I do not ob- 
serve that order that the schools ordain our 
affections, to love our parents, wives, children, 
and then our fiiends ; for excepting the injunc- 

* Cf. Pope's Essay on Man: 

'* Self-love bnt serves the virtuous mind to wake. 
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful lake; 
The centre moved, a circle straight succeeds, 
Another still, and still another spreads; 
Friend, parent, neighbour, next it will embrace, 
His country next, and next all human race; 
Wide and more wide the overflowings of the mind 
Take every creature in of every kind." 
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tions of religion, I do not find in myself snch a 
necessary and indissoluble sympathy to all those 
of my blood. I hope I do not break the fifth 
commandment, if I conceive I may love my 
Mend before the nearest of my blood, even 
those to whom I owe the principles of life ; I 
never yet cast a true affection on a woman ; but 
I have loved my firiend as I do virtue, my soul, 
my God. From hence methinks I do conceive 
how God loves man, what happiness there is 
in the love of God. Omitting all other, there 
are three most mystical unions ; two natures in 
one person; three persons in one nature; one 
soul in two bodies. For though indeed they 
be really divided, yet are they so united as they 
seem but one, and make rather a duality than 
two distinct souls. 

VI. There are wonders in true affection : it The mys- 
is a body of enigmas, mysteries, and riddles ; ^^^^ 
wherein two so become one, as they both be- 
come two. I love my firiend before myself, 
and yet methinks I do not love him enough: 
some few months hence, my multiplied affection 
will make me beUeve I have not loved him at 
all : when I am fi'om him, I am dead till I be 
with him ; when I am with him, I am not satis- 
fied, but would still be nearer him. United souls 
are not satisfied with embraces, but desire to be 
truly each other ; which being impossible, their 
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desires are infinite, and must proceed without a 
possibility of satisfection. Another misery there 
is in affection, that whom we truly love like our 
ownselves, we forget their looks, nor can our 
memory retain the idea of their ^es; and it 
is no wonder, for they are ourselves, and our 
affection makes their looks our own. This no- 
ble affection &lls not on vulgar and common 
constitutions, but on such as are marked for 
virtue : he that can love his friend with this 
noble ardour, will in a competent degree affect 
all. Now if we can bring our affections to look 
beyond the body, and cast an eye upon the 
soul, we have foimd out the true object, not 
only of friendship, but charity ; and the great- 
est happiness that we can bequeath the soul 
is that wherein we all do place our last feUcity, 
salvation ; which though it be not in our power 
to bestow, it is in our charity and pious invoca- 
tions to desire, if not procure and ftirther. I 
cannot contentedly frame a prayer for myself in 
particular, without a catalogue for my friends ; 
nor request a happiness wherein my sociable 
disposition doth not desire the fellowship of my 
neighbour. I never hear the toll of a passing 
bell, though in my mirth, without my prayers 
and best wishes for the departing spirit : I can- 
not go to cure the body of my patient, but I 
forget my proTession, and call unto God for his 
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soul : I cannot see one say his prayers, but, in- 
stead of imitating him, I fidl into a supplication 
for him, who perhaps is no more to me than a 
common nature : and if God hath vouchsafed 
an ear to my supplications, there are surely 
many happy that never saw me, and enjoy the 
blessing of mine unknown devotions. To pray 
for enemies, that is, for their salvation, is no 
harsh precept, but the practice of our daily 
and ordinary devotions. I cannot beUeve the 
story of the ItaUan: our bad wishes and un- 
charitable desires proceed no further than this 
life ; it is the devil, and the uncharitable votes 
of hell, that desire our misery in the world to 
come. 

VII. To do no injury, nor take none, was Toft>rgiT« 
a principle, which to my former years, and ^^^^^ 
impatient affections, seemed to contain enough 
of morality ; but my more settled years, and 
Christian constitution, have fallen upon severer 
resolutions. I can hold there is no such thing 
as injury; that if there be, there is no such 
injury as revenge, and no such revenge as the 
contempt of an injury ; that to hate another, is 
to ma%n himself; that the truest way to love 
another, is to despise ourselves. I were unjust 
unto mine own conscience, if I should say I am 
at variance with anything like myself. I find 
there are many pieces in this one febric of man ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 RELIGIO MEDIC L 

this frame is raised upon a mass of antipathies : 
I am one, methinks, but as the world ; wherein 
notwithstanding, there are a swarm of distinct 
essences, and in them another world of contra- 
rieties ; we carry private and domestic enemies 
within, public and more hostile adversaries with- 
out. The devil, that did but bufiFet St. Paul, 
plays methinks at sharp with me: let me be 
nothing, if within the compass of myself I do 
not find the battle of Lepanto, passion against 
reason, reason against fidth, fidth against the 
devil, and my conscience against alL There is 
another man within me, that 's angry with me, 
rebukes, commands, and dastards me. I have 
no conscience of marble to resist the hanuner 
of more heavy offences; nor yet so soft and 
waxen, as to take the impression of each single 
peccadillo or scape of infirmity: I am of a 
strange beUef, that it is as easy to be forgiven 
some sins, as to commit some others. For my 
original sin, I hold it to be washed away in my 
baptism : * for my -actual transgressions, I com- 
pute and reckon with God but from my last 
repentance, sacrament, or general absolution; 
and therefore am not terrified with the sins or 



* This is most true as far as the impntation of the same is 
concerned. For where the means of avoiding its consequences 
have been afforded, each after transgression is actual, by a 
neglect of those means. Coleridge. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 







Digitized by Google ]^^ 



RELIGIO MEDICL 138 

madness of my youth. I thank the goodness of 
God, I have no sins that want a name ; I am 
not singular in offences, my transgressions are 
epidemical, and from the common breath of our 
corruption. For there are certain tempers of 
body which, matched with an humorous deprav- 
ity of mind, do hatch and produce vitiosities, 
whose newness and monstrosity of nature admits 
no name : this was the temper of that lecher that 
camalled with a statna, and the constitution 
of Nero in his spintrian recreations. For the 
heavens are not only fruitftd in new and un- 
heard-of stars, the earth in plants and animals, 
but men's minds also in villany and vices : now 
the dubess of my reason, and the vulgarity of 
my disposition, never prompted my invention, 
nor soKcited my affection imto any of these; 
yet even those common and quotidian infirmi- 
ties that so necessarily attend me, and do seem 
to be my very nature, have so dejected me, so 
broken the estimation that I should have other- 
wise of myself, that I repute myself the most 
abjectest piece of mortality. Divines prescribe 
a fit of sorrow to repentance : there goes indig- 
nation, anger, sorrow, hatred, into mine; pas- 
sions of a contrary nature, which neither seem 
to suit with this action, nor my proper constitu- 
tion. It is no breaxih of charity to ourselves, 
to be at variance with our vices : nor to abhor 

10 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



and Con- 
cdt. 



134 RELIGIO MEDICI. 

that part of us which is an enemy to the ground 
of charity, our God ; wherein we do but imitate 
our great selves the world, whose divided antip- 
athies and contrary fiwes do yet carry a chari- 
table regard unto the whole by their particular 
discords, preserving the common harmony, and 
keeping in fetters those powers, whose rebel- 
lions once masters, might be the ruin of all. 
Of Pride VIII. I thank God, amongst those millions 
of vices I do inherit and hold from Adam, I 
have escaped one, and that a mortal enemy 
to charity, the first and father-sin, not only 
of man, but of the devil, pride: a vice whose 
name is comprehended in a monosyllable, but 
in its nature not circumscribed with a world: 
I have escaped it in a condition that can hardly 
avoid it: those petty acquisitions and reputed 
perfections that advance and elevate the con- 
ceits of other men, add no feathers unto mine. 
I have seen a grammarian tower and plume 
himself over a single line in Horace, and show 
more pride in the construction of one ode, than 
the author in the composure of the whole book. 
For my own part, besides the jargon and patms 
of several provinces, I understand no less than 
six languages; yet I protest I have no higher 
conceit of myself, than had our fathers before 
the confiision of Babel, when there was but 
one language in the world, and none to boast 
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himself either linguist or critic. I have not 
only seen several countries, beheld the nature 
of their climes, the chorography of their prov- 
inces, topography of their cities, but understood 
their several laws, customs, and poUcies; yet 
cannot all this persuade the dulness of my spirit 
unto such an opinion of myself, as I behold in 
nimbler and conceited heads that never looked 
a degree beyond their nests. I know the names, 
and somewhat more, of all the constellations 
in my horizon ; yet I have seen a prating mar- 
iner, that could only name the pointers and 
the north star, out-talk me, and conceit himself 
a whole sphere above ine. I know most of 
the plants of my country, and of those about 
me ; yet methinks I do not know so many 
as when I did but know a hundred, and had 
scarcely ever simpled further than Cheapside:* 
for, indeed, heads of capacity, and such as are 
not fiill with a handfid or easy measure of 
knowledge, think they know nothing till they 
know all ; which being impossible, they fall 
upon the opinion of Socrates, and only know 
they know not anything. I cannot think that 
Homer pined away upon the riddle of the fish- 
ermen; or that Aristotle, who understood the 

* *'.... these lisping hawthorn buds, that come like women in 
men's apparel, and smell like Bucklersbiuy in simple-time/* — 
Merry Wives of Windsor, iiL 8. 
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tmcertainty of knowledge, and confessed so often 
the reason of man too weak for the works of 
nature, did ever drown himself upon the flux 
and reflux of Mwripus. We do but learn to- 
day, what our better advanced judgments will 
unteach to-morrow ; and Aristotle doth but in- 
struct us, as Plato did him ; that is, to conftite 
himself. I have run through all sorts, yet 
find no rest in any: though our first studies 
and junior endeavours may style us Peripatetics, 
Stoics, or Academics ; yet I perceive the wisest 
heads prove, at last, almost all Sceptics, and 
stand like Janus in the field of knowledge. 
I have therefore one common and authentic 
philosophy I learned in the schools, whereby 
I discourse and satisfy the reason of other men; 
another more reserved, and drawn from expe- 
rience, whereby I content mine own. Solomon, 
that complained of ignorance in the height of 
knowledge, hath not only humbled my conceits, 
but discouraged my endeavours. There is yet 
another conceit that hath sometimes made me 
shut my books, which tells me it is a vanity 
to waste our days in the blind pursuit of knowl- 
edge; it is but attending a little longer, and 
we shall enjoy that by instinct and inftision, 
which we endeavour at here by labour and 
inquisition : it is better to sit down in a modest 
ignorance, and rest contented with the natural 
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blessing of our own reasons, than buy the un- 
certain kaowledge of this life with sweat and 
vexation, which death gives every fool gratis, 
and is an accessary of our glorification. 

IX. I was never yet once [married], and of mar- 
commend their resolutions who never marry ]^^y. 
twice : not that I disallow of second marriage ; 
as neither in all cases of polygamy, which, con- 
sidering some times, and the unequal number 
of both sexes, may be also necessary. The 
whole world was made for man, but the twelfth 
part of man for woman : man is the whole 
world, and the breath of God ; woman the rib, 
and crooked piece of man. I could be content 
that we might procreate like trees without con- 
junction, or that there were any way to per- 
petuate the world without this trivial and vulgar 
way of coition : it is the foolishest act a wise 
man commits in all his life ; nor is there any- 
thing that will more deject his cooled imagina- 
tion, when he shall consider what an odd and 
unworthy piece of folly he hath committed. 
I speak not in prejudice, nor am averse fit)m 
that sweet sex, but naturally amorous of all 
that is beautiftd : I can look a whole day with 
delight upon a handsome picture, though it be 
but of an horse. It is my temper, and I like 
it the better, to affect all harmony; and sure 
there is music even in the beauty, and the 
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sQent note which Cupid strikes, fiir sweeter 
than the sound of an instrument:* for there 
is music wherever there is harmony, order, or 
proportion: and thus fiir we may maintain the 
muuic of the spJieres ; for those well-ordered 
motions, and regular paces, though they give 
no sound unto the ear, yet to the understand- 
ing they strike a note most fidl of harmony.f 
Whatsoever is harmonically composed, delights 
in harmony; which makes me much distrust 
the symmetry of those heads which declaim 
against all church music. For myself, not only 
from my obedience, but my particular genius, 
I do embrace it: for even that vulgar and 
tavern music, which makes one man merry, 
another mad, strikes in me a deep fit of de- 
votion, and a profound contemplation of the 
First Composer; there is something in it of 
divinity more than the ear discovers: it is an 

* So Daniell (C!omplaint of Rosamond): 

" Ah Beauty! Syren faire, enchanting Good, 
Sweet silent Rhetorick of persuading eyes; 
Dmnbe eloquence, whose power doth move the blood. 
More than thQ words or wisdom of the wise ; 
Still Harmony, whose diapason lies 
Within a brow; the Key which passions move 
To ravish sense and play a world in love." 
" When Love speaks, the voice of all the gods 
Makes heaven drowsy with the harmony." 

Love's Labour 's Lost, iv. 8. 
t See Merchant of Ven., v. 1. Milton's Arcades. 
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hieroglyphical and shadowed lesson of the whole 
world, and creatures of God; such a melody 
to the ear, as the whole world, well understood, 
would aflFord the understanding.* In brief, it 
is a sensible fit of that harmony which intel- 
lectually sounds in the ears of God, It unties 
the ligaments of my frame, takes me to pieces, 
dilates me out of myself, and by degrees, me- 
thinks, resolves me into Heaven. I will not 
say, with Plato, the soul is an harmony, but 
harmonica], and hath its nearest sympathy unto 
music 2 thus some, whose temper of body agrees 
and humours the constitution of their souls, 
are bom poets, though indeed all are naturally 
inclined unto rhythm.f This made Tacitus, 
in the very first line of his story, fidl upon a 



* "Is not God^s Universe a Symbol of the Godlike ; is not Im- 
mensity a Temple ; is not Man's History, and Men*s History, a 
perpetual Eyangel? Listen, and for Organ-mnsic thou wilt ever, 
as of old, hear the Morning Stars sing together." — Sartor Be- 
sartns, p. 299. 

t " The old musician, who, rather figuratively we may sup- 
pose, than with philosophical seriousness, declared the soid iUdf 
to be nothing but harmony, provoked the sprightly remark of Cicero, 
that he drew his phUosqphy from the Art which he professed; but if, 
without departing from his own art, he had merely described the 
human frame as the noblest and sweetest of musical instruments, 
endued with a natural disposition to resonance and sympathy, 
alternately affecting and affected by the soul which pervades it, 
his description might, perhaps, have been physically just, and 
certainly ought not to have been hastily ridiculed." — Asiatic 
Researches, vol. iii. p. 66. 
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verse;* and Cicero, the worst of poets, but 
declaiming for a poet, &lls in the very first 
onrPhy- Sentence upon a perfect hexameter.f I feel 
toi*^^ not in me those sordid and unchristian desires 
cauM of of my profession ; I do not secretly implore 
atiMwt. *"id wish for plagues, rejoice at famines, re- 
volve ephemerides and almanacks in expecta- 
tion of maUgnant aspects, &tal conjunctions, and 
ecUpses : I rejoice not at unwholesome springs, 
nor unseasonable winters : my prayer goes with 
the husbandman's; I desire everything in its 
proper season, that neither men nor the times 
be out of temper. Let me be sick myself, 
if sometimes the malady of my patient be not 
a disease imto me ; I desire rather to cure his 
infirmities than my own necessities: where I 
do him no good, methinks it is scarce honest 
gain; though I confess 'tis but the worthy 
salary of our well-intended endeavours, I am 
not only ashamed, but heartily sorry, that, be- 
sides death, there are diseases incurable: yet 
not for my own sake, or that they be beyond 
my art, but for the general cause and sake of 
humanity, whose common cause I apprehend 
as mine own. And to speak more generally, 
those three noble professions which all civil 
commonwealths do honour are raised upon the 

* Urhem Romam inprincipio reges habuere. Annales, i. 1. 
t In qua me non infidor mediocriter esse. Pro Archia. 
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fall of Adam, and are not exempt from their 
infirmities ; there are not only diseases incura- 
ble in physic, but causes indissolvable in laws, 
vices incorrigible in divinity. If general coun- 
cils may err, I do not see why particular courts 
should be in^dUble: their perfectest rules are 
raised upon the erroneous reasons of man ; and 
the laws of one do but condemn the rules of 
another; as Aristotle ofttimes the opinions of 
his predecessors, because, though agreeable to 
reason, yet were they not consonant to his own 
rules, and the logic of his proper principles. 
Again, to speak nothing of the sin against the st. Matt. 
Holy Ghost, whose cure not only, but whose ^'^^ 
nature, is unknown ; I can cure the gout or im- 28. 
stone in some, sooner than Divinity, pride or 
avarice in others. I can cure vices by physic 
when they remain incurable by divinity; and 
they shall obey my pills when they contemn 
their precepts. I boast nothing, but plainly 
say, we all labour against our own cure; for 
death is the cure of all diseases. There is no 
caihoUcon or universal remedy I know, but this ; 
which, though nauseous to queasie stomachs, 
yet to prepared appetites is nectar, and a pleas- 
ant potion of immortality. 

X. For my conversation, it is like the sun's, ourPhyBi- 
with all men, and with a friendly aspect to good *'[!" ^^^' 

' ^ •/ A o eth no man 

and bad. Methinks there is no man bad, and so bad but 
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thmt there the wowt, best ; that is, whfle they are kept 
J^^l*^*" within the cirde of those quaUties wherein they 
are good: there is no man's mind of such dis- 
cordant and jarring a temper, to which a tuna- 
ble disposition may not strike a harmony. Mag- 
net virtuteSy nee minora vitia: it is the posie* 
of the best natures, and may be inverted on 
the worst. There are in the most depraved 
and venomous dispositions, certain pieces that 
remain untouched, which by an antiperistcmB 
become more excellent, or by the excellency of 
their antipathies are able to preserve them- 
selves from the contagion of their enemy vices, 
and persist entire beyond the general corrup- 
tion. For it is also thus in Nature. The great- 
est balsams do lie enveloped in the bodies of 
the most powerfiJ corrosives : I say, moreover, 
and I ground upon experience, that poisons 
contain within themselves their own antidote, 
and that which preserves them from the venom 
of themselves, without which they were not 
deleterious to others only, but to themselves 
andfeaiech olso. But it is the comiptlon that I fear within 
j!j^^ion ^®> ^^* ^® conta^on of commerce without me. 
more than 'T is that uuruly regiment within me, that will 
T^m^ destroy me; 'tis I that do infect myself; the 
others. jj^au without a navel yet Uves in me ; f I feel 

• Pone, The motto on a ring. Cf. Hamlet, iii. 2. Mer. of 
Ven., V. 1. 
t rAa< w, the old Adam. 
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that original canker corrode and devour me; 
and therefore defenda me Dios de me^ Lord, de- 
hver me from myself, is a part of my htany, 
and the first voice of my retired imaginations. 
There is no man alone, because every man is a 
microcosm, and carries the whole world abont 
him; Nunquam minus solus qaam cum solus, 
though it be the apophthegm of a wise man,* 
is yet true in the mouth of a fool ; for indeed, 
though in a wilderness, a man is never alone, 
not only because he is with himself and his own 
thoughts, but because he is with the devil, who 
ever consorts with our solitude, and is that un- 
ruly rebel that musters up those disordered 
motions which accompany our sequestered im- 
aginations : and to speak more narrowly, there 
is no such thing as soUtude, nor anything that 
can be said to be alone and by itself, but God, 
who is his own circle, and can subsist by him- 
self; all others, besides their dissimilary and 
heterogeneous parts, which in a manner multi- 
ply their natures, cannot subsist without the 
concourse of God, and the society of that hand 
which doth uphold their natures. In brief, 
there can be nothing truly alone and by itself, 
which is not truly one ; and such is only God : 
all others do transcend an unity, and so by con- 
sequence are many. 

* PvbSw Scipio, Cic. de Off., lib. iii. 
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Man's life XI. Now for mv life, It is a miracle of thirty 

aoonstaDt . . 

miiMie. years, which to relate, were not a history, but 
a piece of poetry, and would sound to common 
ears like a fiible : for the world, I count it not 
an inn, but an hospital ; and a place not to live, 
but to die in. The world that I regard is my- 
self; it is the microcosm of mine own frame that 
I cast mine eye on ; for the other, I use it but 
like my globe, and turn it round sometimes for 
my recreation. Men that look upon my out- 
side, perusing only my condition and fortunes, 
do err in my altitude ; for I am above Atlas his 
shoulders. The Earth is a point not only in 
respect of the heavens above us, but of that 
heavenly and celestial part within us : that mass 
of flesh that circumscribes me, limits not my 
mind : that surface that tells the heavens it hath 
an end, cannot persuade me I have any : I take 
my circle to be above three hundred and sixty ; 
though the number of the arc do measure my 
body, it comprehendeth not my mind : whilst I 
study to find how I am a microcosm, or httle 
world, I find myself something more than the 
great. There is surely a piece of divinity in 
us, something that was before the elements, and 
owes no homage unto the sun. Nature tells me 

Gen. L 27. I am the image of God, as well as Scripture : 
he that understands not thus much, hath not 
his introduction or first lesson, and is yet to 
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begin the alphabet of man. Let me not injure 
the feUcity of others, if I say I am as happy as 
any : Riuxt ccelum^ fiat voluntas tua^ salveth all ; 
so that whatsoever happens, it is but what onr 
daily prayers desire. In brief, I am content; 
and what should Providence add more ? Surely 
this is it we call happiness, and this do I enjoy ; 
with this I am happy in a dream, and as con- 
tent to enjoy a happiness in a fiincy, as others 
in a more apparent truth and reality. There is or dimus 
surely a nearer apprehension of anything that 
delights us in our dreams, than in our waked 
senses: without this I were unhappy; for my 
awaked judgment discontents me, ever whisper- 
ing unto me, that I am from my friend; but 
my friendly dreams in the night requite me, 
and make me think I am within his arms. I 
thank God for my happy dreams, as I do for 
my good rest, for there is a satisfaction in them 
imto reasonable desires, and such as can be 
content with a fit of happiness : and surely it is 
not a melancholy conceit to think we are all 
asleep in this world, and that the conceits of 
this life are as mere dreams to those of the 
next ; as the phantasms of the night, to the con- 
ceits of the day. There is an equal delusion 
in both, and the one doth but seem to be the 
emblem or picture of the other : we are some- 
what more than ourselves in our sleeps, and 
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the slumber of the body seems to be but the 
wakmg of the soul. It is the Ugation of sense, 
but the liberty of reason ; and our waking con- 
ceptions do not match the fiuicies of our sleeps. 
At my nativity my ascendant was the watery 
sign of Scorpius; I was bom in the planetary 
hour of Saturn, and I think I have a piece of 
that leaden planet in me.* I am no way fiwie- 
tious, nor disposed for the mirth and galliardize 
of company ; yet in one dream I can compose 
a whole comedy, behold the action, and appre- 
hend the jests, and laugh myself awake at the 
conceits thereof. Were my memory as £dthftd 
as my reason is then fruitfiil, I would never 
study but in my dreams; and this time also 
would I choose for my devotions : but our gross- 
er memories have then so Ktde hold of our 
abstracted understandings, that they forget the 
story, and can only relate to our awaked souls 
a confiised and broken tale of that that hath' 
passed. Aristotle, who hath written a singular 
tract of sleep, hath not, methinks, thoroughly 
defined it; nor yet Gralen, though he seem to 
have corrected it; for those noctambuloes and 
night-walkers, though in their sleep, do yet 
enjoy the action of their senses : we must there- 
fore say that there is something in us that is 
not in the jurisdiction of Morpheus ; and that 

♦ Of. Hor. Od. ii. xvii. 17. 
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those abstracted and ecstatic souls do walk abont 
in their own corps, as spirits with the bodies 
they assume, wherein they seem to hear, see, 
and feel, though indeed the organs are destitute 
of sense, and their natures of those faculties 
that should inform them. Thus it is observed, 
that men sometimes, upon the hour of their 
departure, do speak and reason above them- 
selves. For then the soul, beginning to be 
freed from the ligaments of the body, begins to 
reason like herself, and to discourse in a strain 
above mortaUty.* 
Xn. We term sleep a death; and yet it is or sleep. 

♦ That the soul is endowed with clearer fiicnltieg just before 
its separation from the body, is an opinion of great antiquity. 
See Bishop Newton's fourth Dissertation on Prophecy, and com- 
pare Damea (Civil Wars, iiL 62), 1562. 

Whether the soul receives intelligence, 
By her near Genius, of the body's end, 
And so imparts a sadness to the sense. 
Foregoing ruin, whereto it doth tend ; 
Or whether Nature else hath conference 
With profound Sleep, and so doth warning send. 
By prophetizing dreams, what hurt is near. 
And gives the heavy careful heart to fear.** 
And WaUer: 

The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed. 
Lets in new light thro* chinks that time hath made: 
Stronger by weakness, wiser men become, 
As they draw near to their eternal home. 
Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view. 
That stand upon the threshold of the new.** 

Compare Shakipeare's King Bichard H., ii. 1. 
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waking that kills us, and destroys those spirits 
that are the house of life. 'T is indeed a part 
of life that best expresseth death; for every 
man truly lives, so long as he acts his nature, 
or some way makes good the fiu^ulties of him- 
self. Themistocles, therefore, that slew his sol- 
dier in his sleep, was a mercifiil executioner: 
'tis a kind of punishment the mildness of no 
laws hath invented: I wonder the fiincy of 
Lucan and Seneca did not discover it. It is 
that death by which we may be literally said 
to die daily; a death which Adam died be- 
fore his mortality ; a death whereby we live a 
middle and moderating point between life and 
death: in fine, so like death, I dare not trust 
it without my prayers, and an half adieu imto 
the world, and take my ferewell in a colloquy 
with God. 

The night is come; like to the day, 
Depart not thou, great God, away. 
Let not my sins, black as the night, 
Eclipse the Instre of thy light 
Keep still in my horizon: for to me 
The sun makes not the day, but Thee. 
Thou whose nature cannot sleep. 
On my temples sentry keep: 
Guard me 'gainst those watchful foes, 
Whose eyes are open while mine close. 
Let no dreams my head infest. 
But such as Jacob's temples blest 
Whilst I do rest, my soul advance; 
Make my sleep a holy trance: 
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That I may, my rest being wrought, 
Awake into some holy thought. 
And with as active vigoor nm 
My course, as doth the nimble sun. 
Sleep is a death, make me try, 
By sleeping, what it is to die: 
And as gently lay my head 
On my grave, as now my bed. 
However I rest, great God, let me 
Awake again at last with Thee. 
And thus assured, behold I lie 
Securely, or to wake or die. 
These are my drowsy days; in vain 
I do now wake to sleep again: 
come that hour, when I shall never 
> thus again, but wake for ever. 



This is the dormitive I take to bedward; I 
need no other laudanum than this to make me 
sleep ; after which I close mine eyes in security, 
content to take my leave of the sun, and sleep 
unto the resurrection. 

Xni. The method I should use in distribu- justice, 
tive justice, I oft;en observe in conunutative, and 
keep a geometrical proportion in both, whereby 
becoming equable to others, I become unjust 
to myself, and supererogate in that common 
principle. Do unto others as thou wouldst be done 
unto thyself. I was not bom unto riches, nei- Avarice* 
ther is it, I think, my star to be wealthy ; or 
if it were, the freedom of my mind, and frank- 
ness of my disposition, were able to contradict 
and cross my fetes: for to me, avarice seems 

not so much a vice, as a deplorable piece of 
11 



-ridiculous 
vice. 
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madness ; * to conceive onrselves urinals, or be 
persuaded that we are dead, is not so ridiculous, 
nor so many degrees beyond the power of helle- 
bore,! as this. The opinions of theory, and 
positions of men, are not so void of reason, as 
their practised conclusions: some have held that 
snow is black, that the earth moves, that the 
soul is air, fire, water; but all this is philoso- 
phy, and there is no delirium, if we do but 
speculate the folly and indisputable dotage of 
avarice.^ To that subterraneous idol, and god 
of the earth, I do confess I am an atheist; 
I cannot persuade myself to honour that the 
world adores; whatsoever virtue its prepared 
substance may have within my body, it hath 
no influence nor operation without: I would 
not entertain a base design, or an action that 
should call me villain, for the Indies ; and for 
this only do I love and honour my own soul, 
and have methinks two arms too few to em- 
Poor men braco mysclf, § Aristotle is too severe, that 



* ** That a man who is Deputy Lieutenant of the whole world, 
should not act like a Prince within his territories, is a thing to 
be counted more a matter of prodigy than proof.*' — Beligio Juris- 
prudentis. 

t HeUebore was thought to be a specific against madness. 

^ i. e. There is nothing worthy of the name delirium when 
compared with the folly, &c. 

\ There is an error here. Aristotle distinctly says (Eth. iv. 2) 
that true liberality consists not in the magnitude of the gift, but 
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will not allow us to be truly liberal without m»y be 
wealth, and the bountiM hand of fortune: if "*^*™*» 
this be true, I must confess I am charitable only 
in my liberal intentions, and bountiftd well- 
wishes. But if the example of the mite be not st-Luke 
only an act of wonder, but an example of the ^°^^-*- 
noblest charity, surely poor men may also build •»* maj 
hospitals, and the rich alone have not erected Hotpiuis 
cathedrals. I have a private method which "* ^^^ 
others observe not; I take the opportunity of 
myself to do good ; I borrow occasion of charity 
from my own necessities, and supply the wants 
of others, when I am in most need myself; * 
for it is an honest stratagem to take advantage 
of ourselves, and so to husband the acts of 
virtue, that where they were defective • in one 
circumstance, they may repay their want, and 
multiply their goodness in another.f I have 
not Peru in my desires, but a competence and 
ability to perform those good works, to which 
the Almighty hath inclined my nature. He 
is rich, who hath enough to be charitable ; and 
it is hard to be so poor, that a noble mind may 
not find a way to this piece of goodness. He 



in the disposition of the giver: bnt he says (Eth. iv. 5) that a 
man with slender means cannot be munificent, 

* When I am reduced to the last tester, I love to divide it with 
the poor. MSS. and Ed. 1642. 

t Essays of Elia, 1st part 
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ptot. xix. that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lcyrd:* 
^^* there is more rhetoric in that one sentence, 

than in a Kbrary of sermons; and indeed if 
those sentences were understood by the reader, 
with the same emphasis as they are delivered 
by the Author, we need not those voliunes of 
instructions, but might be honest by an epitome. 
Upon this motive only I cannot behold a beggar 
without relieving his necessities with my purse, 
or his soul with my prayers ; these scenical and 
accidental diflPerences between us, cannot make 
me forget that common and imtouched part 
of us both: there is under these centoea and 
Job xxxi. miserable outsides, these mutilate and semi-bod- 
ies, a soul of the same alloy with our own, 
whose genealogy is God as well as ours, and 
in as fair a way to salvation as ourselves.f 
Statists that labour to contrive a commonwealth 

* In St George's Church, Doncaster, is to be seen this epi- 
taph: — 



13-15. 



That I spent, that I had: 
That I gave, that I have: 
That I left, that I lost 



How now, who is here? 
I, Robin of Doncastere 
And Margaret my fere. 

A. D. 1679. 
Qnoth Robertas Byrks, who in this world did reign 
8 score years and 7, and yet lived not one. 

t So Herbert: 

" Man is God*s image; bat a poor man is 
Christ's stamp to boot: both images regard. 
God reckons for him, counts the favour His : 
Write, So much given to God: thou shalt be heard. 
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without poverty, take away the object of char- 
ity, not only not understanding the common- ^^*"' 
wealth of a Christian, but forgetting the proph- cf. Deut. 
ecy of Christ. ^'^ 

XTV. Now there is another part of charity, oodaione 
which is the basis and pillar of this, and that i^own' 
is the love of God, for whom we love our »ke ; and 
neighbour ; for this I think charity, to love God bout for 
for himself, and our neighbour for God.* All ^^^'■• 
that is truly amiable is God, or as it were a 
divided piece of him, that retains a reflex or 
shadow of himself. Nor is it strange that we 
should place aflection on that which is invisible : 
all that we truly love is thus ; what we adore 
under aflection of our senses, deserves not the 
honour of so pure a title. Thus we adore vir- 
tue, though to the eyes of sense she be invisi- 
ble : thus that part of our noble friends that we 
love, is not that part that we embrace, but that 
insensible part that our arms cannot embrace. 
God being all goodness, can love nothing but 
himself; he loves us but for that part which 
is as it were himself, and the traduction of his 
Holy Spirit.f Let us call to assize the loves 

* " Flatter not thyself in thy faith to God, if thou wantest 
charity for thy neighbour: and think not thou hast charity for 
thy neighbour, if thou wantest faith to God : where they are not 
both together, they are both wanting; they are both dead if once 
divided." — Quarles's Enchiridion, Cent ii. 11. 1650. 

t " Every true Virtue is a part of that Love with which God 
loveth himself." — Spinosa. 
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of our parents, the affection of wives and chil- 
dren, and they are all dumb shows and dreams, 
without reality, truth, or constancy: for first, 
there is a strong bond of affection between us 
and our parents ; yet how easily dissolved I we 
betake ourselves to a woman, forget our mother 
in a wife, and the womb that bare us, in that 
that shall bear our image : this woman blessing 
us with children, our affection leaves the level 
it held before, and sinks from our bed unto our 
issue and picture of posterity, where affection 
holds no steady mansion. They growing up 
in years, desire otir ends; or applying them- 
selves to a woman, take a lawful way to love 
another better than ourselves. Thus I per- 
ceive a man may be buried alive, and behold 
his grave in his own issue. 
oorPhyri- XV. I couclude therefore and say, there is 

cian coiir 

dudeth no happiness under (or, as Copernicus will have 
^tt^hia ^*' above) the sun, nor any crambe in that re- 
beiiefthAt peatcd verity and burthen of all the wisdom 
happineM* ^^ Solomou, All is vauity and vexation of spirit ; 
but in God. there is no fehcity in that the world adores. 
Aristotle, whilst he labours to refute the ideas 
of Plato, falls upon one himself: for his sum- 
mum honum is a chimera, and there is no such 
thing as his fehcity. That wherein God him- 
self is happy, the holy angels are happy, in 
whose defect the devils are unhappy ; that dare 
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I call happiness: whatsoever conduceth unto 
this, may with an easy metaphor deserve that 
name; whatsoever else the world terms hap- 
piness, is to me a story out of Pliny, an ap- 
parition, or neat delusion, wherein there is no 
more of happiness than the name. Bless me 
in this life with but peace of my conscience, 
command of my affections, the love of Thy- 
self and my dearest friends, and I shall be 
happy enough to pity Caesar. These are, O 
Lord, the humble desires of my most reason- 
able ambition, and all I dare call happiness on 
earth ; wherein I set no rule or limit to thy 
hand or providence: dispose of me 
accordii^ to the wisdom of thy 
pleastire: thy will be done, 
though in my own 
undoing. 
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frVE me leave to wonder that news 
of this nature should have such 
heavy wings that you should hear 
so Kttle concerning your dearest 
Friend, and that I must make that unwilling 
repetition to tell you, ad portam rigidos calces 
extendit^ that he is dead and buried, and by 
this time no puny among the mighty nations 
of the dead ; for though he left this world not 
very many days past, yet every hour you know 
largely addeth unto that dark society ; and con- 
sidering the incessant mortahty of mankind, you 
cannot conceive there dieth in the whole earth 
so few as a thousand an hour. 

Although at this distance you had no early 
account or particular of his death, yet your 
affection may cease to wonder that you had 
not some secret sense or intimation thereof 
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by dreams, thoughtftil whisperings, mercurisms, 
airy nuncios, or sympathetica! insinuations, 
which many seem to have had at the death of 
their dearest friends : for since we find in that 
fiunous story,* that spirits themselves were fidn 
to tell their fellows at a distance that the great 
Anianio was dead, we have a sufficient excuse 
for our ignorance in such particulars, and must 
rest content with the common road, and Appian 
way of knowledge by information. Though the 
uncertainty of the end of this world hath con- 
founded all human predictions, yet they who 
St. Matt siiall live to see the sun and moon darkened, 
and the stars to fall from heaven, will hardly 
be deceived in the advent of the last day ; and 
therefore strange it is, that the common feJlacy 
of consumptive persons, who feel not themselves 
dying, and therefore still hope to Kve, should 
also reach their friends in perfect health and 
judgment : that you should be so Uttie acquaint- 
ed with Plautus his sick complexion, or that 
almost an Hippocratical &ce should not alarum 
you to higher fears, or rather despair, of his 
continuation in such an emaciated state, where- 
in medical predictions £dl not, as sometimes in 
acute diseases, and wherein 't is as dangerous to 
be sentenced by a Physician as a Judge. 

* In PhUarch his Defect of Oracles, wherein he relates that a 
Toice was heard crying to mariners at sea, Great Pan i$ dead. 
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Upon my first visit I, was bold to tell them 
who had not let fell all hopes of his recovery, 
that in my sad opinion he was not like to be- 
hold a grasshopper, much less to pluck another 
fig ; and in no long time after, seemed to dis- 
cover that odd mortal symptom in him not 
mentioned by Hippocrates, that is, to lose his 
own face^ and look like some of his near rela- 
tions : for he maintained not his proper counte- 
nance, but looked like his uncle, the lines of 
whose face lay deep and invisible in his health- 
ftd visage before: for as from our beginning we 
run through variety of looks, before we come 
to consistent and settled feces, so before our 
end, by sick and languishing alterations, we 
put on new visages, and in our retreat to earth 
may fell upon such looks, which from commu- 
nity of seminal originals were before latent 
in us. 

He was fruitlessly put in hope of advantage 
by change of air, and imbibing the ptire aerial 
nitre of these parts ; and therefore, being so fer 
spent, he quickly found Sardinia in TivoU,* and 
the most healthfrd air of httle effect, where 

* The unwholesome atmosphere of SarcKfda was as proverbial 
as the salubrity of TivoU. 

^ Nnllo fata loco possis excludere : cmn mors 
Venerit, in medio Tibnre Sardinia esV* 

Mart iv. Ix. 6. 
Cf. Tac. Annal. iL 86. 
13 
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Death had set her broad arrow ; * for he lived 
not unto the middle of May, and confirmed the 
observation of Hippocrates of that mortal time 
of the year, when the leaves of the fig-tree 
resemble a daw's claw. He is happily seated 
who lives in places whose air, earth, and water 
promote not the infirmities of his weaker parts, 
or is early removed into regions that correct 
them. He that is tabidly inclined were unwise 
to pass his days in Portugal: choUcal persons 
will find Uttle comfort in Austria or Vienna: 
he that is weak-legged must not be in love with 
Rome, nor an infirm head with Venice or Paris. 
Death hath not only particular stars in heaven, 
but malevolent places on earth, which single 
out otir infirmities and strike at our weaker 
parts ; in which concern, passager and migrant 
birds have the great advantages, who are natu- 
rally constituted for distant habitations, whom 
no seas nor places limit, but in their appointed 
seasons will visit us fi'om Greenland and Mount 
Atlas, and as some think, even fi'om the An- 
tipodes. 

Though we could not have his life, yet we 
missed not our desires in his soft departure, 
which was scarce an expiration; and his end 
not unlike his beginning, when the salient point 

* In the Queen's forests the mark of a broad arrow is set upon 
such trees as are to be cut down. 
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scarce affords a sensible motion, and his de- 
parture so like unto sleep, that he scarce needed 
the civil ceremony of closing his eyes ; contrary 
unto the common way, wherein death draws 
up, sleep lets fall the eyelids. With what strife 
and pains we come into the world we know 
not, but 'tis commonly no easy matter to get 
out of it : yet if it could be made out, that such 
who have easy nativities have commonly hard 
deaths, and contrarily; his departure was so 
easy, that we might justly suspect his birth was 
of another nature, and that some Juno sat OMdenof 
cross-legged at his nativity. Besides his soft 
death, the incurable state of his disease might 
somewhat extenuate yotir sorrow, who know 
that monsters but seldom happen, miracles more 
rarely, in Physick. Angelus Victorius gives videCon- 
a serious account or a consumptive, hectical, 
phthisical woman, who was suddenly cured by 
the intercession of Ignatius. We read not of 
any in Scripture who in this case applied unto 
our Saviour, though some may be contained 
in that large expression, that He went about st.M»tt. 
Gralilee healing all maimer of sickness, and all 
manner of diseases. Amulets, spells, sigils, and 
incantations, practised in other diseases, are 
seldom pretended in this ; and we find no sigil 
in the Archidoxis of Paracelsus to cure an ex- 
treme consumption or marasmus, which, if other 
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diseases fiul, will put a period unto long livers, 
and at last makes dust of all. And therefore 
the Stoics could not but think that the fiery- 
principle would wear out all the rest, and at 
last make an end of the world ; which notwith- 
standing, without such a lingering period, the 
Creator may efiect at his pleasure, and to make 

^•u«*» an end of all things on earth, and our planetical 
' system of the world, He need but put out 
the sun. 

I was not so curious to entitle the stars unto 
any concern of his death, yet could not but 
take notice that he died when the moon was 
in motion from the meridian : at which time, 
an old Italian long ago would persuade me, 
that the greatest part of men died : but herein 
I confess I could never satisfy my curiosity, al- 
though from the time of tides in places upon or 
near the sea, there may be considerable deduc- 
tions, and Pliny hath an odd and remarkable 
passage concerning the death of men and ani- 
mals upon the recess or ebb of the sea.* How- 
ever, certain it is, he died in the dead and deep 
part of the night, when Nbx might be most 
apprehensibly said to be the daughter of Chaoa^ 

^^^^' the mother of Sle^ and Death, according to 
old genealogy; and so went out of this world 

* Cf. Plin. Hist Nat ii. 98. Mead de Imperio SoKs atque LunoB, 
Shaks. Henry Vth, ii. 3. 
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about that hour when our blessed Saviour en- 
tered it, and about what time many conceive 
he will return again unto it. Cardan hath a 
peculiar and no hard observation from a man's 
hand, to know whether he was bom in the day 
or night, which I confess holdeth in my own ; 
and Scaliger to that purpose hath another from 
the tip of the ear. Most men are begotten in 
the night, animals in the day ; but whether more 
persons have been bom in the night or the day, 
were a curiosity imdecidable, though more have 
perished by violent deaths in the day, yet in 
natural dissolutions both times may hold an 
indifferency, at least but contingent inequality. 
The whole course of time runs out in the na- 
tivity and death of things ; which whether they 
happen by succession or coincidence, are best 
computed by the natural, not artificial, day. 

That Charles the Fifth was crowned upon the 
day of his nativity, it being in his own power 
so to order it, makes no singular animadver- 
sion ; but that he should also take King Francis 
prisoner upon that day was an unexpected co- 
incidence, which made the same remarkable. 
Antipater, who had an anniversary feast every 
year upon his birthday, needed no astrological 
revolution to know what day he should die on. 
When the fixed stars have made a revolution 
imto the points from whence they first set out, 
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some of the ancients thought the world would 
have an end, which was a kind of dying upon 
the day of its nativity. Now the disease pre- 
vailing and swiftly advancing about the time of 
his nativity, some were of opinion that he would 
leave the world on the day he entered into it : 
but this being a lingering disease, and creeping 
softly on, nothing critical was found or expect- 
ed, and he died not before fifl;een days after. 
Nothing is more common with infants than to 
die on the day of their nativity, to behold the 
worldly hours, and but the fractions thereof; 
and even to perish before their nativity in the 
hidden world of the womb, and before their 
good angel is conceived to undertake them. 
But in persons who outlive many years, and 
when there are no less than three hundred and 
sixty-five days to determine their lives every 
year, — that the first day should make the last, 
that the tail of the snake should return into its 
mouth precisely at that time, and they should 
wind up upon the day of their nativity, — is 
indeed a remarkable coincidence, which, though 
astrology hath taken witty pains to salve, yet 
hath it been very wary in making predictions 
of it.* In this consumptive condition, and re- 
markable extenuation, he came to be almost 

* This remarkable coincidence happened in our author*s case: 
lie himself died on the seventy -sixth anniversary of his birthday. 
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half himself, and left a great part behind him 
which he carried not to the grave. And though 
that story of Duke John Emestus Mansfield ToAish 
be not so easily swallowed that at his death his p. 1488.' 
heart was not found to be so big as a nut ; yet 
if the bones of a good skeleton weigh little 
more than twenty pounds, his inwards and flesh 
remaining could make no boufiage, but a light 
bit for the grave. I never more lively beheld 
the starved characters of Dante in any Uving 
face;* an aru^pex might have read a lecture 
upon him without exenteration, his flesh being 
so consumed, that he might in a manner have 
discerned his bowels without opening of him: 
so that to be carried, %extd cervice^ to the grave, 
was but a civil unnecessity ; and the comple- 
ments of the coffin might outweigh the subject 
of it. Omnibonus Ferrarius, in mortal dysen- Dewte 
teries of children, looks for a spot behind the infantiimi. 
ear ; in consumptive diseases some eye the com- 
plexion of moles; Cardan eagerly views the 
nails, some the lines of the hand, the thenar 
or muscle of the thumb ; some are so curious as 

* Dante, describing a very emaciated countenance, says : 
" Who reads the name 
Of man npon his forehead, there the M 
Had traced most plainly." 

Pmrg. c. xxiii. 28. 

Alluding to the conceit that the letters M may be traced in 
the human face. Gf. Hydriotaphia, cap. 8. 
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to observe the depth of the throat-pit, how the 
proportion varieth of the small of the legs unto 
the calf, or the compass of the neck unto the 
circumference of the head : but all these, with 
many more, were so drowned in a mortal vis- 
age, and last &ce of Hippocrates, that a weak 
physiognomist might say at first eye, this was 
AoL GdL a face of earth, and that Morta had set her hard 

lii. 86. . 

seal upon his temples, easily perceiving what 
caricatura draughts Death makes upon pined 
&ces, and unto what an unknown degree a man 
may live backward. 

Though the beard be only made a distinction 
Phyaioio- of scx, and sign of masculine heat by Ulmus, 
yet the precocity and early growth thereof in 
him was not to be liked in reference unto long 
life. Lewis, that virtuous but unfortunate King 
of Hungary, who lost his life at the battle of 
Mohacz, was said to be bom without a skin, 
to have bearded at fifteen, and to have shown 
some gray hairs about twenty; from whence the 
diviners conjectured, that he would be spoiled 
of his kingdom and have but a short life : but 
hairs make fallible predictions, and many tem- 
pi, so. lo. pies early gray have outUved the Psalmist's 
period. Hairs which have most amused me 
have not been in the face or head, but on the 
back, and not in men but children, as I long 
ago observed in that endemial distemper of 
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little children in Languedoc, called the Mbr- s^P*«>*a» 
ffdlons^ wherein they critically break out with mattsmo. 
harsh hairs on their backs, which takes off the 
unquiet symptoms of the disease, and delivers 
them from coughs and convulsions. 

The Egyptian mummies that I have seen 
have had their mouths open, and somewhat 
gaping, which affordeth a good opportunity to 
view and observe their teeth, wherein 'tis not 
easy to find any wanting or decayed; and there- 
fore in Egypt, where one man practised but one 
operation, or the diseases but of single parts, 
it must needs be a barren profession to confine 
unto that of drawing of teeth, and little better 
than to have been tooth-drawer unto King Pyr- 
rhus, who had but two in his head.* How 
the Bannyans of India maintain the integrity of 
those parts, I find not particularly observed; 
who notwithstanding have an advantage of their 
preservation by abstaining from all flesh, and 
employing their teeth in such food unto which 
they may seem at first fi-amed, from their fig- 
ure and conformation : but sharp and corroding 
rheums had so early mouldered those rocks and 
hardest parts of his fabric, that a man might 
well conceive that his years were never like 

* " Pyrrhus had an air of majesty rather terrible than august 
Instead of teeth in his upper jaw he had one continued bone, 
marked with small lines resembling the divisions of a row of 
teeth." — Plutarch. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



170 LETTER TO A FRIEND. 

to double, or twice tell over his teeth. Cor- 
ruption had dealt more severely with them than 
sepulchral fires and smart flames with those 
of burnt bodies of old ; for in the burnt frag- 
ments of urns which I have enquired into, al- 
though I seem to find few incisors or shearers, 
yet the dog teeth and grinders do notably resist 
those fires. In the years of his childhood he 
had languished under the disease of his coun- 
try, the rickets; after which notwithstanding, 
many have become strong and active men; 
but whether any have attained unto very great 
years, the disease is scarce so old as to afford 
good observation. Whether the children of the 
English plantations be subject unto the same in- 
firmity, may be worth the observing. Wheth- 
er lameness and halting do stiU increase among 
the inhabitants of Rovigno in Istria, I know 
not ; yet scarce twenty years ago Monsieur du 
Loyr observed, that a third part of that people 
halted : but too certain it is that the rickets in- 
creaseth among us ; the small-pox grows more 
pernicious than the great ; the king's purse 
knows that the king's evil grows more com- 
mon. Quartan agues are become no stran- 
gers in Ireland, more common and mortal in 
England: and though the ancients gave that 
disease very good words,* yet now that bell 

* daxfxtXtaTaTot be navrtup Koi prfiaros Koi itaKp^TOTOt 
6 TtTOfrraios. Hippoc. Epidem. i. 86. 
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makes no strange sound whicli rings out for 
the eflFects thereofi 

Some think there were few consumptions in 
the old world, when men lived much upon 
milk ; and that the ancient inhabitants of this 
island were less troubled with coughs when they 
went naked and slept in caves and woods, than 
men now in chambers and feather-beds. Plato 
will tell us that there was no such disease as a 
catarrh in Homer's time, and that it was but 
new in Greece in his age, Polydore Virgil 
delivereth that pleurisies were rare in England, 
who Uved in the days of Henry the Eighth. 
Some will allow no diseases to be new, others 
think that many old ones are ceased, and that 
such which are esteemed new*, will have but 
their time: however, the mercy of God hath 
scattered the great heap of diseases, and not 
loaded any one country with all: some may 
be new in one country which have been old in 
another : new discoveries of the earth discover 
new diseases : for besides the common swarm, 
there are endemial and local infirmities proper 
unto certain regions, which in the whole earth 
make no small number: and if Asia, Africa, 
and America should bring in their list, Paw- 
dora^s box would swell, and there must be a 
strange Fathology. 

Most men expected to find a consumed keU, 
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empty and bladder-like guts, livid and marbled 
lungs, and a withered pericardimn in this ex- 
succons corpse : but some seemed too much to 
wonder that two lobes of his lungs adhered 
unto his side: for the like I have often found 
in bodies of no suspected consumptions or dif- 
ficulty of respiration. And the same more oft;en 
happeneth in man than other animals, and some 
think in women than in men; but the most 
remarkable I have met with was in a man, 
after a cough of almost fifty years, in whom 
all the lobes adhered unto the Pleura, and each 
lobe unto another ; who having also been much 
troubled with the gout, brake the rule of Car- 
dan, and died of the stone in the bladder.* 
Aristotle makes a query, why some animals 
cough, as man ; some not, as oxen. If cough- 
ing be taken as it consisteth of a natural and 
voluntary motion, including expectoration and 
spitting out, it may be as proper unto man as 
bleeding at the nose; otherwise we find that 
Vegetius and rural writers have not left so 
many medicines in vain against the coughs of 
cattle ; and men who perish by coughs die the 
death of sheep, cats, and lions : and though birds 
have no midriff, yet we meet with divers reme- 

* Cardan in hU Encomium Podagra reckoneth this among the 
dona PodagrcB, that they are delivered thereby fix>m Phthisis 
and Calculus. 
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dies in Axrianns against the cough of hawks. 
And though it might be thought that all ani- 
mals who have lungs do cough, yet in ceta- 
ceous fishes, who have large and strong lungs, 
the same is not observed, nor yet in oviparous 
quadrupeds : and in the greatest thereof, the 
crocodile, although we read much of their tears, 
we find nothing of that motion. 

From the thoughts of sleep, when the soul 
was conceived nearest unto divinity, the an- 
cients erected an art of divination, wherein 
while they too widely expatiated in loose and 
inconsequent conjectures, Hippocrates wisely ^ 
considered dreams as they presaged alterations 
in the body, and so oflFered hints toward the 
preservation of health and prevention of dis- 
eases: and therein was so serious as to advise 
alteration of diet, exercise, sweating, bathing, 
and vomiting ; and also so religious, as to or- 
der prayers and supplications tmto respective 
deities ; in good dreams unto Sol^ Jupiter eoele9- 
tis^ Jupiter opvlenivs^ Minerva^ MercuriuSj and 
ApoUo: in bad, unto TeUus^ and the Heroes. 
And therefore I could not but take notice how 
his female fiiends were irrationally curious so 
strictly to examine his dreams, and in this low 
state to hope for the phantasms of health. He 
was now past the healthfiil dreams of the sun, 
moon, and stars, in their clarity and proper 
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courses. 'Twas too late to dream of flying, of 
limpid fountains, smooth waters, white vest- 
ments, and firuitful green trees, which are the 
visions of healthful sleeps, and at good distance 
from the grave. 

And they were also too deeply dejected that 
he should dream of his dead friends, inconse- 
quently divining, that he would not be long from 
them; for strange it was not that he should 
sometimes dream of the dead, whose thoughts 
run always upon death ; besides, to dream of 
the dead, so they appear not in dark habits, 
and take nothing away from us, in Hippocrates 
his sense, was of good signification : for we live 
by the dead, and everything is or must be so 
before it becomes our nourishment. And Car- 
dan, who dreamed that he discoursed with his 
dead Father in the moon, made thereof no 
mortal interpretation: and even to dream that 
we are dead, was no condemnable phantasm in 
old Ondrocritimmy as having a signification of 
liberty, vacuity from cares, exemption and free- 
dom from troubles unknown unto the dead. 

Some dreams I confess may admit of easy 
and feminine exposition ; he who dreamed that 
he could not see his right shoulder, might easily 
fear to lose the sight of his right eye ; he that 
before a journey dreamed that his feet were cut 
off, had a plain warning not to undertake his 
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intended journey. But why to dream of let- 
tuce should presage some ensuing disease, why 
to eat figs should signify foolish talk, why to 
eat eggs great trouble, and to dream of blind- 
ness should be so highly commended, accord- 
ing to the oneirocritical verses of Astrampsy- 
chus and Nicephorus, I shall leave unto your 
divination. 

He was willing to quit the world alone and 
altogether, leaving no earnest behind him for 
corruption or after-grave, having small content 
in that common satisfaction to survive or live 
in another, but amply satisfied that his disease 
should die with himself, nor revive in a poster- 
ity to puzzle physic, and make sad mementos 
of their parent hereditary. Leprosy awakes 
not sometimes before forty, the gout and stone 
often later; but consumptive and tabid roots 
sprout more early, and at the fidrest make 
seventeen years of our life doubtftil before that 
age. They that enter the world with original 
diseases as well as sin, have not only common 
mortality, but sick traductions, to destroy them, 
make commonly short courses, and live not at 
length but in figures : so that a sound coesarean 
nativity may outlast a natural birth, and a 
knife may sometimes make way for a more 
lasting finiit than a midwife; which makes so 
few infents now able to endure the old test of 
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the river,* and many to have feeble chfldreri 
who could scarce have been married at Sparta, 
and those provident states who studied strong 
and healthful generations ; which happen but 
contingently in mere pecuniary matches, or 
marriages made by the candle, wherein notwith- 
standing there is little redress ta be hoped from 
an Astrologer or a Lawyer, and a good discem- 
ingPhysiciaii were like to prove the mojst suo- 
cessful .counsellor. 

Julius . Scaliger, wlio in a sleei^less fit of the 
gout could make two liiuidred verses in a night, 
would have but five plain words upon his tomb.f 
And this serious person, though no minor wit, 
left the poetry of his epitaph unto otliers, either 
unwilling to commend liimself, or to be judged 
by a distich, and perhaps con.^ideriiig how un- 
happy great Poets have been in versifying their 
own epitaphs: wherein Petraix-ha, Dante, and 
Ariosto have so unhappily failed, that if their 
tombs should outlast tlieir works, pasterity 
would find so little of Apollo on them, as to 
mistake them for Ciceronian Poets- 

In this deliberate^ and cj-eeping progress unto 
the grave,' he was sornewhut too young, and t^^ 

* " Durum ab stirpe genus, natos ad flumina prlmum 
Deferimus, ssBvoque gelu duramus et undis." 

Virg. JEn. ix. 608. 

t IVLII CfiSABIS SCAUOEBI QVOD FVIT. 
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too noble a mind, to fall upon that stapid symp- 
tom observable in divers persons near their 
journey's end, and which may be reckoned 
among the mortal symptoms of their last disease : 
that is, to become more narrow-minded, miserar 
ble, and tenacious, unready to part with any- 
thing, when they are ready to part with all, 
and afraid to want when they have no time to 
spend; meanwhile Physicians, who know that 
many are mad but in a single depraved imagi- 
nation, and one prevalent decipiency, and that 
beside and out of such single deliriums a man 
may meet with sober actions and good sense in 
Bedlam, cannot but smile to see the heirs and 
concerned relations gratulating themselves on 
the sober departure of their friends ; and though 
they behold such mad covetous passages, con^ 
tent to think they die in good understanding, 
and in their sober senses. 

Avarice, which is not only infidelity but idol- ^^^^ 
atry, either from covetous progeny or.questu- 
ary education, had no root in his breast, who 
made good works the expression of his fidth, 
and was big with desires unto public and lasting 
charities; and surely where good wishes and ^^^-Med. 
charitable intentions exceed ability, theorical xm. 
beneficency may be more than a dream. They 
build not castles in the air who would build 
churches on earth; and though they leave no 
14 
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such stmctores here, may lay good foundations 
in Heaven.* In brief, his life and death were 
6uch, that I could not blame them who wished 
the like, and almost, to have been himself; 
almost, I say, for though we may wish the 
prosperous appurtenances of others, or to be 
another in his happy accidents, yet so intrin- 
sical is every man unto himself, that some 
doubt may be made, whether any would ex- 
change his being, or substantially become an- 
other man. 

He had wisely seen the world at home and 
abroad, and thereby observed under what vari- 
ety men are deluded in the pursuit of that 
which is not here to be found. And although 
he had no opinion of reputed fehcities below, 
and apprehended men widely out in the esti- 
mate of such happiness, yet his sober contempt 
of the world wrought no Democratism or Ct/m- 
ciamy no laughing or snarling at it, as well 
understanding there are not felicities in this 
world to satisfy a serious mind; and there- 
fore to soften the stream of our lives, we are 
fein to take in the reputed contentations of this 
world, to unite with the crowd in their beati- 
tudes, and to make ourselves happy by consor- 

* So Wordsworth (Eccles. Sonnet^ King's GolL Chapel): 
" They dreamt not of a perishable home 
Who thus could buUd." 
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tion, opinion, or co-existimation : for strictly to 
separate from received and customary felicities, 
and to confine unto the rigom* of realities, were 
to contract the consolation of our beings imto 
too uncomfortable circumscriptions. 

Not to fear death, nor desire it, was short of 
his resolution : to be dissolved, and be with 2 cor. t. l 
Christ, was his dying ditty. He conceived his 
thread too long, in no long course of years, 
and when he had scarce outhved the second life 
of Lazarus ; * esteeming it enough to approach 
the years of his Saviour, who so ordered his 
own human state, as not to be old upon earth. 
But to be content with death may be better 
than to desire it: a miserable life may make 
us wish for death, but a virtuous one to rest in 
it; which is the adyantage of those resolved 
Christians, who looking on death not only as 
the sting, but the period and end of sin, the 
horizon and isthmus between this life and a 
better, and the death of this world but as a 
nativity of another, do contentedly submit unto 
the common necessity, and envy not Enoch or Qen. t. 24. 

•p,|. Ueb. xi. 5. 

-CiliaS. 2 Kings U. 

Not to be content with life is the unsatisfiic- 
tory state of those who destroy themselves ; who 

* S. Epiphanins mentions a tradition that Lazarus had died 
at the age of thirty when ho was raised from the dead by our 
Lord, and that he lived thirty years afterwards. Epiphan. Hsres. 
Ixvi. c. 89. 
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being afi^d to live, run blindly upon their own 
death, which no man fears by experience ; and 
the Stoics had a notable doctrine to take away 
the fear thereof, that is, in such extremities, to 
desire that which is not to be avoided, and wish 
what might be feared, and so made evils volun- 
tary, and to suit with their own desires, which 
ReL Med. f^Q^ off the terror of them. But the ancient 
martyrs were not encouraged by such &llacies ; 
who, though they feared not death, were a&aid 
to be their own executioners, and therefore 
thought it more wisdom to crucify their lusts 
than their bodies, to circumcise than stab their 
hearts, and to mortify than kill themselves. 

His willingness to leave this world about that 
age when most men think they may best enjoy 
it, though paradoxical unto worldly ears, was 
not strange unto mine, who have so often ob- 
served that many, though old, oft stick fast imto 
the world, and seem to be drawn like Cacus 
his oxen, backward, with great struggling and 
reluctancy, unto the grave.* The long habit 
of hving makes meer men more hardly to part 
with life, and all to be nothing but what is to 
come. To hve at the rate of the old world, 
when some could scarce remember themselves 

* Cacus was a robber, who haying stolen Hercules his oxen on 
Mount Aventine, dragged them backwards into his cave, that 
their tracks might not be discovered. Livy, i. 7. Vhg. Mn. 
viiL 209. 
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young, may aflFord no better digested death than 
a more moderate period. Many would have 
thought it an happiness to have had their lot 
of life in some notable conjunctures of ages 
past : but the uncertamty of future times hath 
tempted few to make a part in ages to come. 
And surely, he that hath taken the true altitude 
of things, and rightly calculated the degenerate 
state of this age, is not like to envy those that 
shall Uve in the next, much less three or four 
hundred years hence, when no man can com- 
fortably imagine what fece this world will car- 
ry : and therefore, since every age makes a step 
unto the end of all things and the Scripture 
afiPords so hard a character of the last times, 
quiet minds will be content with their genera- 
tions, and rather bless ages past, than be ambi- 
tious of those to come. 

Though Age had set no seal upon his fitce, 
yet a dim eye might clearly discover fifty in 
his actions ; and therefore, since wisdom is the 
gray hair, and an unspotted life old age, al- 
though his years came short, he might have 
been said to have held up with longer Uvers, 
and to have been Solomon's old man. And ^'^'^ ^* 

7-14. 

surely if we deduct all those days of our life 
which we might wish unlived, and which abate 
the comfort of those we now live, if we reckon 
up only those days which God hath accepted 
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of our lives, a life of good years will hardly 
be a span long, the son in this sense may out- 
live the father, and none be climacterically old. 
He that early arriveth unto the parts and pru- 
dence of age, is happily old without the uncom- 
fortable attendants of it: and 'tis superfluous 
to live unto gray hairs, when in a precocious 
temper we anticipate the virtues of them. In 
brief, he cannot be accounted young who out- 
liveth the old mau. He that hath early ar- 
Bphet. riyed unto the measure of a perfect stature in 

It. 18. 

Christ, hath already fulfilled the prime and 
longest intention of his being: and one day 
lived after the perfect rule of piety is to be 
preferred before sinning immortality. Although 
he attained not unto the years of his prede- 
cessors, yet he wanted not those preserving 
virtues which confirm the thread of weaker con- 
stitutions. Cautdous Chastity and crafty Sobri- 
ety were far from him ; those jewels were para- 
gon, without flaw, hair, ice, or cloud in him : 
which affords me a hint to proceed 
in these good wishes, and 
few mementos unto 
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